
MINUTES 
Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee 

July 7, 2005 
Mosier Creek Terrace Senior Center 

Mosier, Oregon 
 
 

Members Attending: Bill Pattison, Jerry Igo, Art Carroll, Kevin Price, Ernie Drapela, 
James Hamrick, Carolyn Wood, Wayne Stewart, Karen 
Viehoever, Matthew Garrett 

 
Staff Attending:  Jeanette Kloos, Robert Hadlow, June Carlson,  
 
Others Attending: Sam Wilkins, ODOT; Diana Ross, USDA Forest Service; Carroll 

Davis; Marc Berry, Mayor of Mosier; Stephen Demosthenes; Iva 
Harmon; Gay Jervey, Mosier Alliance. 

 
 
Marc Berry, Mayor of Mosier, welcomed the HCRH AC to Mosier. 
Karen Viehoever was introduced as the new Travel Oregon member on the Advisory 
Committee. 
 
The minutes of the April 7 meeting were approved with one correction: James Hamrick 
did not attend. 
 
No public comments. 
 
Bylaws 
June Carlson presented the final draft of the HCRH AC bylaws (attached), reviewing the 
changes since the previous draft.  Art Carroll asked if the purposes of the Advisory 
Committee included exploring funding sources.  There was agreement that an action 
item should be added.  June stated that it is in the final bullet of Article 1 (Vision).  
Nevertheless, the AC requested an additional bullet in Article 2 that called for the AC 
advocating strategies for expanding a sustainable financial foundation for restoration of 
the HCRH.  James also asked that the italicized comments in Article 5, bullet 4 be 
dropped.  The AC unanimously approved the motion. 
 
The AC and staff discussed whether the Bylaws should be taken to the Oregon 
Transportation Commission for affirmation.  It was agreed that the Bylaws should at 
least be shared with the three commissions (Transportation, Tourism, and Parks and 
Recreation).  Matt Garrett said that a cover letter, transmitting the Bylaws, will be 
prepared. 
 
Cascade Locks Programmatic Agreement 
Bill Pattison summarized the numerous meetings that occurred between the AC, ODOT, 
the City of Cascade Locks and the Port of Cascade Locks.  The attached revised Draft 
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Programmatic Agreement attempts to incorporate the discussion/agreement from the 
August 10, 2005, meeting.  The last remaining issue appears to be the type of street 
lights.  Robert Hadlow and James Hamrick believe that an agreement can be reached 
on the type of street lights The Advisory Committee indicated (by unanimous vote) that 
the revised draft should be sent to the other parties for their review. 
 
Revised HCRH Master Plan 
Jeanette Kloos proposed the attached Table of Contents for a revision to the 1996 
Master Plan.  This revision is proposed to incorporate decisions that have been made 
since the original document and frame any unresolved issues.  The information from the 
Programmatic Agreements will be incorporated.  The descriptions of the completed 
HCRH State Trail segments will be updated. 
 
Wayne Stewart presented an alternative organization (attached).  He would like to see 
the segments reduced to three (drivable at either end of the middle trail segment).  He 
would like a shorter document, with lots of graphics, and detail in appendices.  This 
could be used as a marketing tool to generate funding. 
 
Carolyn Wood indicated that she would like everything in one place, including what has 
been accomplished.  The Master Plan would be different from a funding request 
document. 
 
June Carlson wants to minimize the amount of work needed to complete the effort.  She 
suggested that the executive summary could become a marketing piece, to be updated 
periodically.   
 
James Hamrick indicated concern with changing the level of effort.  He wondered what 
would happen if the update is not completed before Jeanette Kloos retires (proposed for 
February 2006).  He proposed that others could develop the marketing piece, perhaps 
staff from one or more of the three state agencies represented on the AC or by a 
consultant. 
 
Art Carroll suggested that the marketing piece and the Master Plan revision could take 
parallel tracks.  However, he asked if there is a need for the three commissions to agree 
on the vision, before the two documents are completed.  June Carlson agreed that it 
would be reasonable to take the vision to the three commissions this fall, during the 
development of the documents. 
 
Matt Garrett proposed two documents – a marketing piece/executive summary and a 
background document will all of the relevant information in one place.  This proposal 
was accepted.   
 
The discussion then turned to how to accomplish development of both documents.  
Jeanette Kloos will continue to develop the comprehensive revised Master Plan 
document, which will be the basis for the marketing piece.  ODOT, OPRD and Travel 
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Oregon will discuss whether the marketing piece will be developed by agency staff or a 
consultant.   
 
The AC will discuss the draft revised Master Plan at a work session at the ODOT 
Region 1 Headquarters, 123 NW Flanders St., Portland, on September 20.  Those 
tasked with developing the marketing piece will be at this meeting.  A subcommittee 
(Matt Garrett, Wayne Stewart, Karen Viehoever, James Hamrick and Art Carroll) will 
develop an outline of the executive summary/marketing piece at a special meeting on 
July 28. 
 
ODOT Update 
Sam Wilkins reported for both maintenance districts.  Nothing is planned in District 2C, 
with the exception of the recent cleanup of the debris flow by the Sandy River.  In 
District 9, there will be a fish passage project under the Chenoweth Creek Bridge this 
fall.  The Rowena Quarry restoration has made good progress, with extra material being 
hauled from Region 1, for a total of about 25,000 cubic yards deposited there so far.  
Crews are starting to shape the material.  Brian Bainnson reviewed the site two weeks 
ago and was pleased with the progress.  This project may be ready for a tour in 4-5 
months. 
 
OPRD Update 
Kevin Price reported that Vista House is now open.  In some ways it is like a new 
building, particularly the sewer system.  Staff have been fine tuning the sewer system 
pumps to match the restroom usage. 
 
Rules have been changed at Dabney State Park to allow alcohol.  (Lewis and Clark 
State Park still bans alcohol, in conjunction with Glenn Otto Park.)   
 
There have been some improvements at Lewis and Clark State Park, including the 
pathway to the restrooms.  Future work includes a botanical trail. 
 
The Bridal Veil Trail has been closed for almost two years.  The county permit to 
replace the bridge has been received and they hope to pour concrete next week. 
 
July 30 will be State Barks Day at Rooster Rock (for dog owners and their pets). 
 
August 11 will be the Perceid Meteor watch at Rooster Rock, with OMSI volunteers. 
 
Restoration work is occurring at Mirror Lake, including culvert work and wetland 
enhancement. 
 
James Hamrick mentioned that, by the end of the Legislative session, OPRD expects to 
“own” the Oregon State Fair, including its debt service. 
 
Kevin Price shared photos of vandalism at Vista house, including damage to 14 of the 

 

15 lights along the Crown Point Viaduct, the south entry door and the cyclone fence 



HCRH AC Minutes 
July 7, 2005 
Page 4 of 7 

 
around the temporary restroom.  The surveillance camera appears to have 
malfunctioned, but did capture an image of a vehicle license plate during the early 
morning.  In addition, physical evidence likely left behind by the vandals, may yield 
some clues. 
 
Forest Service Update 
Diana Ross said that the Forest Service is continuing to work with Multnomah County 
on issues relating to the Oneonta Parking and Vista project.  The Forest Service has 
estimated the cost of the Eagle Creek project and there is a need to pare down the 
guardrail.  There is a new house proposed in the Mt. Pleasant area that will be in the 
view shed from Vista House; the decision on this proposal is complete.  The house is 
large, but visual treatments requested as part of the permit will make it less 
conspicuous.  
 
Mosier Alliance Update 
During lunch, Gay Jervey provided an update on activities in Mosier.  Most efforts are 
centered on the Mosier Charter School, which is housed in the old Mosier School 
building.  Fundraising is on-going.  The school is attracting some students from Hood 
River, due to small class size.  Fairy Dell Store is donating its gross profits to the school; 
profits have increased greatly with increased usage of the HCRH State Trail.  The tree 
nursery hopes to hear next week on a Meyer Memorial Trust grant proposal (the 
nursery is located in the Mosier Pit).  A developer from Seattle plans to construct 
townhouses on the 4.5 acres east of Mosier Creek and between the HCRH and the 
UPRR.  The project also calls for constructing a footbridge across Mosier Creek, which 
will greatly improve safety for pedestrians in Mosier.  A Grand Slalom race (large 
skateboards) will begin at the Mosier Twin Tunnels on the HCRH State Trail and end in 
Mosier on July 9.  This event was previously part of the Gorge Games and the 
organizers say this is one of the best courses for this sport. 
 
Project Updates 
Cycle Oregon – Jack Wiles volunteered several OPRD staff to provide information to 
those riding in Cycle Oregon (see attached sheet).  Jerry Igo agreed to speak to the 
group the evening of September 12 in The Dalles.  ODOT will prepare a graphic 
showing the evolution of the HCRH State Trail between Hood River and Mosier 
(e.g.,original construction, after construction of I-84, present, and future).  The Columbia 
River Gorge Bike Map will be available in poster-size.  Previous graphics will also be 
available.  Bill Pattison agreed to provide information at the Cascade Locks Marine Park 
water stop. 
 
Mt. Hood Byway – Ernie Drapela agreed to represent the HCRH AC on the Mt. Hood 
Byway committee and subcommittees.  Unfortunately, the first meeting for the signing 
subcommittee conflicted with this meeting.   
 
Mt. Hood - Columbia Gorge Tourism Alliance Brochure – Copies of the draft Infinity 
Tour were distributed for review (attached). 
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Crown Point Viaduct Restoration – Bill Pattison will represent the HCRH AC on the 
project team; James Hamrick will provide oversight for whatever SHPO staff is involved.  
This project will begin preliminary engineering soon.  Sandy Van Bemmel is the ODOT 
Project Leader.  Robert Hadlow will be completing the Section 106 documents for the 
project. 
 
Casino – June Carlson provided information about the proposed Casino in Cascade 
Locks.  The Governor has signed the compact with the Confederated Tribes of the 
Warm Springs.  The Secretary of Interior delayed her decision until after the EIS is 
completed.  HDR and Cogan Owens Cogan are consultants for the Tribe, developing 
two separate EIS’s – one for the Fee to Trust action by Bureau of Indian Affairs and the 
second for access improvements to the site.  The Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) will be a cooperating agency, not a co-lead agency.  FHWA requires eight 
points be addressed before access is permitted to the Interstate.  ODOT requires an 
Interchange Area Management Plan.  A very aggressive 8-12 month time frame is 
proposed, including an open, public process.  Information should be presented to the 
HCRH AC after a cultural resource report is drafted and before the EIS is published. 
 
National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference – This conference will be in Portland 
September 27 to October 2.  Robert Hadlow, Dave Sell, George Fekaris and Jeanette 
Kloos will lead two all-day tours of the HCRH.   
 
Vista House ADA – Kevin Price provided information on how the new inclined walkway 
is being used and miss-used.  Many people are tripping on it, climbing over the railings 
and using the railing to hang things on.  A wheelchair user provided information on 
problems, including that a wheelchair could go under the railing.  OPRD is proposing 
that a second railing be added on the inside of the walkway; that both railings have a 
second horizontal tube, added 4-inches above the bottom; and that the railings be 
extended to the end of the concrete pad at the bottom of the walkway.  This proposal 
will require a new Multnomah County permit.  Temporary measures are being taken, 
including orange cones and hazard tape.   
 
Diana Ross indicated that, if the proposal was done well, it could be an aesthetic 
improvement.  She was unhappy with the existing color and would like to explore 
alternatives,  In addition, she sees a need to texture the outside of the skirting where the 
fasteners are visible.  She recommended looking at the whole walkway, not tacking 
additional items onto the existing.  Diana indicated that two options to speed the 
permitting process: submitting a “minor amendment” to the existing permit or 
constructing the new railing and tubes and applying for a permit after the fact; this 
second option runs the risk of the installation not being approved and subject to 
removal. 
 
James Hamrick said that the lift needs to be installed by September 15 or the Gresham 
Building Inspector will close the building. 
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HCRH Interpretive Sites and Signs – This project is in the final design stage, with bid 
opening scheduled for November 10.   
 
Gutters – The Multnomah County CRGNSA permit has been received, however, they 
required a Hillside Development Permit also; this is in preparation. 
 
Cascade Locks Undergrounding Electric Line – Discussions are continuing between 
ODOT and WFLHD. 
 
I-84 Mile Post 61 Rockfall Mitigation – The one bid received was 215 percent over the 
cost estimate.  The plans and specifications have been revised and this will bid again at 
the end of July. 
 
I-84 Corridor Strategy – The bridge portion of the Strategy Guidelines will be presented 
to the Public on August 9.  A draft of this section of the guidelines was circulated for 
review. 
 
Rowena Pit Restoration – The landscaping contract is in the process of being finalized; 
the low bid was over the cost estimate, but within the funds available. 
 
Rowena Open Space Plan – The Forest Service is gathering information to develop the 
Rowena Open Space Plan (see attached letter).  Comments from the HCRH AC should 
be sent to Jeanette. 
 
Warrendale to Moffett Creek – The designer on this project will retire soon; hopefully the 
preliminary plans will be available for review before he retires.  Leo Huff is researching 
grant opportunities.  The AC requested that any information Leo finds be distributed to 
the AC before the September 20 meeting. 
 
City Programmatic Agreements – The many-topic Hood River County agreement is now 
signed, so they should sign the Hood River City Programmatic Agreement soon.  Bill 
Pattison will follow up with the County. 
 
Development Reviews 
The attached chart outlines the development reviews received.  Of note, the Stark 
Street Bridge scour project has been approved.  A proposal not on the list (received the 
day before the meeting) is a home in the Rowena Dell area. 
 
Members Issues 
Add member’s terms to the HCRH AC address list. 
Ernie Drapela received a call from Jean Hepburn expressing great alarm at the traffic 
and pedestrian conflicts at Vista House.  Kevin Price will contact Jean Hepburn.  He 
does not believe that the conflicts have changed, but we have not seen them for 4 years 
while the building was closed.  Kevin suggested that pedestrian warning signs may be 
investigated.   

 

Ernie Drapela’s new home address is 208 NE 4th Street, Gresham, 97030. 
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Karen Viehoever will be attending a statewide bike tourism meeting on July 14.  There 
is a new State Scenic Byway (name will probably change) from Champoeg to Heritage 
Park north of Eugene.  With the statewide approach to bikeways, the HCRH may be in 
line for such a designation.  The meeting will coordinate efforts on bike tourism. 
Kevin Price reported that tacks have been placed along the roadway again in the 
Corbett area to damage bicycle tires.  This time the tacks were camouflaged to be non-
reflective.  Kevin met with NEMCCA July 6 to discuss this ongoing issue.  
Carroll Davis asked about SB 905, which called for renaming the HCRH for Ronald 
Reagan.  James Hamrick indicated that there has been no hearing and action is unlikely 
on SB 905.  
 
Next meeting 
The AC will have a work session on the HCRH Master Plan revision beginning at 1:00 
on September 20 at the ODOT Region 1 HQ, 123 NW Flanders St., Portland.  The next 
regular AC meeting will be October 6, probably at Bonneville Dam.  A date during the 
third week of January will be selected later for another regular meeting. 
 
Attachments 
 Final Draft Bylaws 
 Revised Draft Programmatic Agreement – Cascade Locks 
 Proposed Table of Contents – Revised Master Plan 
 Wayne Stewart’s Proposal 
 Project Update 
 Cycle Oregon Opportunities 
 Draft Infinity Tour Brochure 
 Rowena Open Space Letter 
 Development Reviews 
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