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MINUTES 

Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee 
October 6, 2005 
Bonneville Dam 

Bonneville, Oregon 
 
 

Members Attending: Bill Pattison, Jerry Igo, Art Carroll, Jack Wiles, Ernie Drapela, 
Matthew Garrett 

 
Staff Attending:  Jeanette Kloos, Robert Hadlow, June Carlson,  
 
Others Attending: Sam Wilkins, ODOT; Sue Baker, USDA Forest Service; Carroll 

Davis; George Fekaris, Dave Sell and Jacob Waclaw, Western 
Federal Lands Highway Division, FHWA; Chris Santella and 
Sharon McKee, InHouse Graphics; Claudia Round, US Army 
Corps of Engineers; Kurt Jenson, Stepstone Properties; Dave 
Kennedy and Christine ?, David Evans and Associates. 

 
The minutes of the July 7 meeting were approved as mailed. 
 
Claudia Round, US Army Corps of Engineers, welcomed the Advisory Committee to 
Bonneville Dam.  Claudia is also facilitating Volunteers in the Gorge since Sgt. Craig 
George moved. 
 
No public comments. 
 
Oneonta Gorge Parking and Vista  
Dave Kennedy, David Evans and Associates, distributed the draft plans for the Oneonta 
Gorge Parking and Vista project.  The current schedule is for a late February bid 
opening, construction beginning in May and extending through the end of 2006.  No 
road closures are expected and it is doubtful if there will be any lane restrictions.  SHPO 
concurrence has been received.  The Multnomah County development review public 
comment period ends October 6.  Concurrence from National Marine Fisheries is 
forthcoming.   
 
The project will formalize parking, excavate the Oneonta Tunnel, strengthen the bridge 
to hold emergency vehicles, provide new parking east of the tunnel, and restore the 
streambank on the east side of the creek.   
 
Art Carroll noted that it is difficult to train people to use a different path (the stairway on 
the west side of the creek versus the slope on the east side of the creek).  Art asked if 
recycled wood could be used for the tunnel lining; George Fekaris said that the 
specifications include “encouragement” of reused materials. 
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Ernie Drapela received assurance that the project will safely accommodate bikes and 
comply with ADA requirements.   
 
Gorge Historic Properties Amendment Proposal 
The Advisory Committee reviewed the proposed substantive modification to the 
Management Plan amendment that will be discussed at the October 11 Gorge 
Commission meeting.  The Advisory Committee unanimously approved the following: 
 
The Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee supports the proposed new 
cultural resources policy that promotes the viability of historic buildings, which in 
numerous places are adjacent or connected to the Historic Columbia River Highway. 
 
The Committee also believes that the proposed new policy in fact supports both the 
purposes of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act of 1986.  It promotes 
economic viability while protecting examples of one of the Gorge’s special resource 
types. 
 
Revised HCRH Master Plan 
Sharon McKee and Chris Santella, InHouse Graphics, presented their concept of the 
Executive Summary (see attachment).  They proposed to start at the beginning, with the 
vision of the highway.  They want the document to give the experience of the highway, 
but not to be a driving guide.  They expect to use historic photos, where appropriate, 
with an emphasis on visual, with short amounts of text.  Sharon shared several cover 
and paper options, in a 10 by 10 inch format.  Dave Sell suggested an 8 ½ by 11 inch 
landscape format, using the example of a recent document on the Natchez Trace.   
 
Jerry Igo noted that the proposed 24-page limit would be a challenge for the writer to 
cover all the topics noted in the attachment.  The last two items (recreational uses, 
tourism and the road today and the future and call to action) need to have sufficient 
space.  Chris said that he expects to use sidebars to contract success stories with what 
needs to be accomplished, but not have a laundry list of projects.   
 
Matt Garrett and Art Carroll noted that the HCRH is a national treasure, not just Oregon.  
June Carlson further suggested that the theme could be “Oregon’s Historic Columbia 
River Highway–a National Landmark to Cherish and Preserve.” 
 
Ernie Drapela asked about the incorporation of a sense of urgency and wondered if that 
would limit the document’s shelf life.  Sharon said that she thinks the document would 
have a shelf life of about five years.  After that, it would need to be updated with the 
accomplishments within that period. 
 
Jack Wiles agreed that the document should begin by establishing the passion for the 
HCRH.  He cautioned that the “disrepair” portion is negative; he would like to focus on 
the vision and restoration. 
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Jerry Igo said that his pitch on cruise ships on the Columbia River includes showing 
“The Royal Road” video, which ends 14 years ago with the highway in disrepair.  He 
then distributes the HCRH brochure and tells what has happened in the last 14 years.  
Then the people experience the Mosier Twin Tunnels and riding in a bus to Rowena 
and Multnomah Falls.  Then people are really excited about the HCRH and ready to 
write checks.  How can the document provide a similar experience?   
 
The Committee discussed the number of copies to be produced.  The original target 
was 250.  If additional copies are produced, there could be an opportunity to sell them 
to pay for the added printing costs.  This concept raises several questions that need to 
be examined.  Also, this would alter the target group, from only people who make 
decisions on public or private funding, to the general public.  Jack Wiles said that he 
would discuss this with James Hamrick and the Oregon State Parks Trust.  It was also 
suggested that a pocket be added to the back of the document, with information on 
project costs and how to donate.   
 
Robert Hadlow reported on a proposal for Historic US 30 designation and signage (see 
attached mock up) for the HCRH.  It has a black-and-white “US 30” shield that was used 
on the highway in the 1920s and 30s.  This is placed on a brown-and-white guide sign 
that reads “Historic” and “Route.”  ODOT State Traffic Engineer Ed Fischer has already 
indicated support for this proposal.  Sam Wilkins asked if it included replacing all of the 
existing US 30 shields along the HCRH in Wasco County; this might be expensive.  The 
proposal has not been developed in enough detail to answer this question.  The 
Advisory Committee unanimously voted to support this proposal, with Dr. Hadlow to 
draft the support letter. 
 
The Advisory Committee reviewed the draft Master Plan.  Art Carroll requested that 
several sentences from each “Vision,” prepared by Wayne Stewart, be added to the 
introduction vision section.  Jack Wiles proposed a new goal to address visual quality of 
this scenic highway.  The Advisory Committee unanimously agreed to add this 
statement.  He also requested additional information on recreation be added.   
 
Jeanette Kloos will make the revisions suggested and circulate a revised draft to the 
cities, counties and Friends of the Columbia Gorge.  (The Federal Highway 
Administration, Forest Service and Columbia River Gorge Commission were included 
with the most recent review.)  If any substantive comments are received, the Advisory 
Committee will be alerted; otherwise, ODOT will proceed to format the document and 
add the figures, sending it back to the Advisory Committee for review before the 
January meeting.  There will be additional discussion at the January meeting about the 
dates and methods of taking the document to the three commissions.  Jack Wiles will 
provide information about the Parks Commission meeting dates and locations. 
 
Interstate 84 Corridor Strategy 
June Carlson provided an update on the Interstate 84 Corridor Strategy.  The final 
public meetings will soon be schedule, during the week of November 14.  The Sandy 
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River bridges will be replaced; the current proposal is for two through lanes and one 
auxiliary lane in each direction, rather than three through lanes proposed at one time.  
David Evans & Associates will be designing the new Sandy River bridges.  There will be 
a public process for these special bridges, because they will be the gateway to the 
CRGNSA.   
 
ODOT Update 
Sam Wilkins reported that ODOT has completed hauling fill for the restoration of the 
Rowena Pit; the earthwork is complete and the landscape contract is starting this week.  
He suggested a field trip for spring 2006.   
 
OPRD Update 
Jack Wiles reported that the construction of the lift at Vista House is underway, with 
completion perhaps by the end of the month.  The City of Gresham building inspector 
allowed Vista House to stay open after the September 15 deadline with a temporary 
occupancy permit.   
 
Crews are mowing and disking in the Mirror Lake area to the south of Interstate 84 near 
Rooster Rock.  This is a wetland mitigation project done in partnership with ODOT.  The 
work will create a large, functional wetland restoration site, with “credits” in a wetland 
bank for future projects.  There is a perpetual management plan and funding for future 
work.  George Fekaris asked if all of the credits have been claimed; there are still 
credits available. 
 
Jack Wiles commented on the Rowena Open Space Plan, prepared by the Forest 
Service.  He asked that continued filling of the deep pit within the Rowena Pit be 
allowed.  He said he was surprised at the proposal to allow horse use at Rowena Dell; 
Jerry Igo said that the National Plant Society had objected to horse use and received 
assurance that this use will not be in the final plan.  Jerry also said that he was 
surprised that the document did not include more about the HCRH.  Jerry said there will 
be an additional comment period. 
 
Western Federal Lands Highway Division Update 
Dave Sell reported that the HCRH Gutter project has been advertised, with a scheduled 
October 12 bid opening.  Since this contract will be awarded to the firm that provides the 
“best value” it may take longer to award the contract than the more traditional “lowest 
bid” selection method.  Notice to Proceed is scheduled for April 1, 2006. 
 
The Oneonta project has a cost estimate slightly above the available funds. 
The Crown Point Viaduct project agreement has been signed.  The agreement for the 
Latourell project has been sent to OPRD. 
 
George Fekaris reported on the National Trust for Historic Preservation conference, 
held in Portland during the last week of September.  It was a great experience, with over 
2,200 people attending.  There were several sections on historic roads and two tours of 



Minutes 
HCRH AC Meeting 

October 6, 2005 
Page 5 

 
the HCRH.  The second tour was in the rain on September 28, but the participants still 
enjoyed the experience, with one saying it was “the most beautiful place I have ever 
been in.”  The HCRH panels developed for Cycle Oregon were displayed in the exhibit 
hall, with many people asking for copies. (The files are now available on ODOT’s ftp site 
and will soon be available on the HCRH web site.  Copies were distributed to the 
Advisory Committee.)  First Lady of Oregon Mary Oberst is the new National Trust 
Advisor for Oregon and Barbara Sidway is a new Trustee.  Robert Hadlow also reported 
that ODOT received a National Trust Honor Award for the historic bridge program.  
ODOT is a role model for historic highway bridge preservation.  (In 2002, the HCRH AC 
its partners received an Honor Award for their work to restore the Highway.) 
 
Forest Service Update 
Sue Baker reported that there will be an inspection of the Benson Footbridge and the 
upper viewing platform on October 11.  There will be work on the water tower at 
Multnomah Falls on October 20. 
 
Project Updates 
Cycle Oregon—Jeanette Kloos passed around photos taken on days three and four of 
Cycle Oregon.  Some said that this was “the best day, ever” on Cycle Oregon.  Claudia 
Round said that some cyclists visiting the Volunteers in the Gorge display at Viento 
indicated that they were scared to be on Interstate 84, because of the hazards created 
by the large trucks.  Jeanette said many people complemented ODOT, particularly for 
coning off a lane at the narrow bridges between the Deschutes River and The Dalles. 
 
Economic Revitalization Team Tour of Hood River County, November 9—This director-
level group will tour Cascade Locks and other Hood River County sites. 
 
HCRH Interpretive Sites and Signs—This project is read for advertisement, with bid 
opening scheduled for November 10.   
 
Casino—June Carlson reported that scoping open houses had been held to develop a 
list of issues to be discussed in the EIS for the proposed casino and transportation 
improvements.  She noted that she has seen some comments requesting inclusion of 
an alternative site, closer to Portland and outside of the Gorge.   
 
Mt. Hood Byway—The Mt. Hood Byway is now a National Scenic Byway.  The Advisory 
Committee recommended that the issue of changing the designation of the HCRH 
byway to include portions within Hood River County be raised again with the County. 
 
Crown Point Viaduct Restoration—Robert Hadlow reported that rumor that the Viaduct 
needed to be replaced was not supported by a recent structural inspection, which 
indicated restoration and repair should be pursued.  Additional foundation investigation 
is needed.  ODOT expects to design this project in-house. 
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Historic Road Guidelines—Robert Hadlow reported that he is serving on a National 
Cooperative Highway Research Program panel to develop engineering and 
management guidelines for historic road corridors.  A new NCHRP bulletin on this topic 
should be ready in about 22 months.   
 
I-84 Mile Post 61 Rockfall Mitigation—People traveling from east of Hood River noted 
that this project had begun, with traffic slowdowns.  June Carlson reported that this was 
the first day of scaling, which should be done by October 15.  Most of the project should 
be completed by Thanksgiving.  There will be rolling slowdowns or stops with pilot cars 
during blasting and scaling, beginning eight miles on either side of the construction 
zone. 
 
Gutters—The Multnomah County CRGNSA permit has been received, however, they 
required a Hillside Development Permit also; the review period is complete and the 
permit is expected soon. 
 
Cascade Locks Undergrounding Electric Line—This project received an earmark in 
SAFETEA-LU, which will probably be used for preliminary engineering.  Many details of 
the earmarks are not yet known (match requirements, one-year vs. five year availability, 
etc.) 
 
Warrendale to Moffett Creek—This project has stalled, because the designer retired.  
Hopefully, Preliminary Plans on the first unit will be available soon.  There is a curious 
earmark in SAFETEA-LU for bike improvements between Hood River and McCord 
Creek; ODOT will continue to research this earmark to see if it can be used for this or 
other HCRH State Trail projects. 
 
City Programmatic Agreements—The city of Hood River Programmatic Agreement is 
finalized.  No comments have been received on the Cascade Locks agreement; 
hopefully it will be ready for signatures soon. 
 
Eagle Creek Exit Ramp Bike Improvements—Sue Baker reported that a field review had 
resolved many questions, but several options are being explored for guardrail location 
and type.   
 
Development Reviews 
The attached chart outlines the development reviews received.   
 
Kurt Jenson presented a proposal for a development at 760 Forest Lane in Cascade 
Locks, just east of the airport.  The cross section on the half street improvement was 
changed to include a landscape strip adjacent to the curb (attached).  The HCRH 
Advisory Committee unanimously requested that Bill Pattison send a letter to the City of 
Cascade Locks recommending approval of this proposed cross section.  It was noted 
that this will be the first improvement of Forest Lane utilizing the cross section called out 
in the draft Programmatic Agreement. 
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Members Issues 
Ernie Drapela reported that he had visited the San Juan Islands and was impressed on 
how homes are visually subordinate as seen from the water.  There appears to be a 
competition among neighbors for the most subordinate home.  He asked if this ethic 
could be transferred to the Gorge.  He sees it as a great model. 
 
Ernie also noted the presence of the foundation for Mona Bell Hill’s home, on a knoll 
just south of Bonneville Dam.  He suggested people visit the location and see the view. 
 
Jerry Igo displayed portions of giant knotweed cut from nearby Tanner Creek.  He noted 
that the infestation of this noxious week was fairly small five and a half years ago when 
he first brought the problem to the Advisory Committee.  Now it has spread down the 
Columbia River as far as Rooster Rock.  Many different agencies own property that is 
infested, but little seems to be done about it.  The Hood River County weed control 
effort to treat it was out of season and used “translocation,” a method that is not very 
effective (“injection,” while tedious, is more effective).  The Nature Conservancy is 
successfully leading groups of volunteers to attack Japanese knotweed in the Sandy 
River.  Any effort needs supervision from a licensed herbicide applicator.  Jack Wiles 
noted the Forest Service has completed an EIS that will allow use of herbicides on their 
property; this should help.  Jerry said that control will require at least a three year effort, 
with applications several times per year.  He wishes some one would do something 
about this problem.  Art Carroll asked if watershed restoration funds could be used to 
remove noxious weeds. 
 
Jerry Igo reported that he had a great season on the river.  The cruises included people 
from all over, including university presidents, an ambassador to Australia, an astronaut 
and the owner of a publishing company that offered to help with HCRH restoration. 
 
Bill Pattison asked about the fountain on the HCRH State Trail near the East Pit.  He 
wondered if it be brought back up to the highway level from down the hill, and whether it 
be re-connected to the spring.  One concern is about the spring water’s quality.  Sam 
Wilkins will investigate.  He will also have his crews bring the fountain back up to the 
highway level. 
 
Bill said that the recent work session was productive; it should be used again for special 
projects.  The regular HCRH AC meeting format does not lend itself to focusing an 
entire day on a few topics.   
 
Next meeting 
 
The next regular meeting will be January 24, 2006.  The likely location will be the Public 
Meeting Rooms of the ODOT Region 1 Headquarters, 123 NW Flanders St., Portland.  
Advisory Committee members were asked to provide calendar information so that the 
remainder of the 2006 meetings can be scheduled. 
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Attachments 
 Historic US 30 Sign mock-up 
 Development Review chart 
 Executive Summary Concept 
 Cross Section for Forest Lane for 760 Forest Lane 
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