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For More Information Please Contact:

Logan Lauvray, LoganL@FriendsofTrees.org, 503-975-0901

Elizabeth Craig, Elizabeth.Craig@ODOT .state.or.us, 503-731-8237

Photo opportunity: 9 a.m. cake cutting and unveiling of commemorative sign

Friends of Trees Celebrates 400,000th Tree at January 8 Planting
Event is Part of Three-year Project with ODOT & Metro to Green the I-205 Multi-Use Path

Portland, Ore. — On Saturday, January 8, the local nonprofit Friends of Trees will plant its
400,000th tree at a celebratory event that begins at 9 a.m. along the I-205 Multi-Use Path
near 10600 NE Holman Street in Portland. Metro and the Oregon Department of
Transportation, which are partnering with Friends of Trees in a three-year project to green
the I-205 Multi-Use Path, will join Friends of Trees in serving cake and unveiling a
commemorative plaque.

Community volunteers will plant 120 native trees at the January 8 event, including the
400,000th tree of Friends of Trees’ 21-year history. Last season more than 400 volunteers
planted 2,400 trees and shrubs at various locations along the I-205 Multi-Use Path.

"There's a lot of land and empty areas along highway corridors," said Friends of Trees Green
Space Manager Logan Lauvray. “This presents an opportunity to plant trees that will help
sequester carbon, increase wildlife habitat, and ultimately reduce the amount of money and
other resources being used to mow these areas.”

The tree-planting project will enhance neighborhood livability along the well-used
transportation corridor and beautify the Multi-Use Path for pedestrians, cyclists and TriMet
travelers. ODOT will showcase the three-year project as a statewide model for greening
opportunities within ODOT right of way.

In addition to a Metro Nature in Neighborhoods capital grant, support for the three-year
project comes from East Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District, Spirit Mountain
Community Fund, J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co., Portland Development Corporation,
Portland Opportunities Industrialization Center, Worksystems Inc., IKEA, Cantel Sweeping,
Collier Arbor Care, HSBC Bank USA, N.A., Portland General Electric, Portland Bureau of
Environmental Services, and REI.

Since its founding in 1989, Friends of Trees has brought thousands of people in the
Portland-Vancouver metro area together to plant and care for city trees and green spaces.
ODOT provides a safe and efficient transportation system that supports economic
opportunity and livable communities for Oregonians. Metro, the regional government,
crosses city limits and county lines to build a resilient economy, keep nature close by, and
respond to a changing climate. Representing a diverse population of 1.5 million people in 25
cities and three counties, Metro’s directly elected council gives voters a voice in decisions
about how the region grows and communities prosper.
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