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30-day public comment for Fern Valley

Interchange project begins Monday, Oct. 18

PHOENIX — A 30-day public comment period for the Fern Valley Interchange project’s federally-

required Environmental Assessment (EA) begins Monday, October 18.

The Draft EA evaluates the “North Phoenix Through” design alternative and the no-build option.

The document includes design impacts to the natural and human environment.

The Fern Valley Interchange, located at Interstate 5 exit 24, experiences traffic congestion
throughout the day, especially during the morning and afternoon commute. New and proposed
development on the east side of I-5, as well as development growth within the Rogue Valley,

are choking the interchange’s capacity and causing safety concerns.

A public open house is scheduled for Wednesday, November 3 from 4:30 to 8 p.m. at the
Phoenix High School Commons, 745 North Rose St. The public hearing portion begins from
6:30 p.m.

Copies of the Draft EA will be available Monday at the following locations

Phoenix City Hall, 112 W. 2nd

Phoenix Public Works and Shops, 1000 S. B Street
Phoenix/Jackson Co. Library, 510 W. 1st, Phoenix
Talent/Jackson Co. Library, 101 Home St., Talent
Medford/Jackson Co. Library, 205 S. Central, Medford
RVCOG, 155 N. 1st, Central Point

ODOT District Office, 100 Antelope Rd., White City

The Draft EA will be online Monday at:
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION3/fvi_index.shtml, the Fern Valley Interchange

project web site.
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Road updates are online at www.Tripcheck.com, ODOT'’s travel information web site, or by calling 511. From
outside of Oregon, dial (503)-588-2941.
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“The team is pleased to release a design that meets the needs of the City of Phoenix and

drivers,” said ODOT Project Leader Dick Leever.

The $73 million project is scheduled to begin construction in 2012. The Fern Valley interchange
is expected to be constructed using a ‘crossing’ or ‘diverging diamond’ design that provides a

higher capacity to move traffic while requiring lower right-of-way needs.

The Missouri Department of Transportation was the first agency to construct an interchange of
this design in the United States. Vehicles crossing the interchange move to the opposite side of

the road to either enter I-5 or to cross it, reducing the number of signal cycles for traffic to clear.

Project design background

The project’s design phase started in 2004 and went through a major overhaul in 2006 when
local opposition rose against plans to widen Highway 99 in Phoenix. The “Fern Valley Through”
design alternative — a mix of previous concepts and those submitted by the Phoenix Assaociation
of Business and Property Owners — was eliminated late last year because it would have an

adverse impact on nearby farm land.

“We went through an extensive process to include two design alternatives but in the end the
Department of Justice counseled us to drop the Fern Valley Through alternative because it
would require an additional land use goal exception,” said Leever. “State land-use guidelines

state that we have to use the design that doesn’t require an exception.”
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