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1

                           BUCK BAKER 2

                      4707 Lower River Rd. 

                     Grants Pass, OR 97526 3

4

                 MR. BAKER:  I'm Buck Baker, I'm here to 5

  oppose the two plans that ODOT has put forward, A and C. 6

  For one thing, the impact on the community is way beyond 7

  what it needs to be.  I endorse the proposal submitted by 8

  the group called Access.  The city of Grants Pass has 9

  earmarked money to hire an engineer, which they've already 10

  done, to study that plan; and I feel that when the results 11

  of that comes out, that that will show to be a viable plan. 12

  And we need to have ODOT and whatever other powers that may 13

  be in this, extend the comment period to at least 120 days 14

  to give time for a study of the plan submitted by Access. 15

            So to summarize, I think $15.3 million is, and 16

  displacing all the businesses and residences, is ludicrous 17

  when there's a plan on the table that would maybe impact one 18

  business, possibly zero, and would have maybe only 19

  $1 million in acquisition costs.  So that's the end of my 20

  statement. 21

22

            (End of statement.) 23

24
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1

                          CLIVE BOONE 1

                      2318 Allen Creek Rd. 

                      Grants Pass, Oregon 2

                         (541) 476-2666 

3

                 MR. BOONE:  My name is Clive Boone, 2318 4

  Allen Creek.  I have Dan'L Boone's Trading Post at 470 5

  Redwood Highway, we started in 1986.  My wife and I now 6

  work, and our daughter works part time, three days a week. 7

  It's a big source of support for my daughter, the main 8

  source of income for my wife and I.  It's a unique business 9

  in a unique location that is literally impossible to 10

  replace; there's nothing like it in Grants Pass where we 11

  could do what we do.  We have a life-size horse and buggy on 12

  the roof, and we sell buggy's once in a while in front of 13

  the store.  We have unusual artifacts, you know, large 14

  bronzes and things that we set in front of the store. 15

            If either of these plans go through, it will 16

  eliminate the parking; there would be no parking, so 17

  essentially it will ruin the business.  I don't know what 18

  more I can say except that it will ruin three livelihoods. 19

            And in addition, it really has become a tourist 20

  attraction because of our unique -- we have a lot of museum 21

  artifacts in the store, logging and taxidermy and things 22

  that represent the area, as well as, of course, antiques and 23

  items for sale.  So I just think it would be a shame to the 24

  community to lose it, like I say.  I am actually looking,25
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  because of this proposal, and I can't find anything that 1

  would allow us to have the look and appeal we have now, let 2

  alone afford it.  Real estate prices have just gone crazy in 3

  the last three years, which would devastate us as a family. 4

  And that's all.  Thanks for taking my input. 5

6

                      (End of statement.) 7
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STEVE & ELAINE BOOTH 
5287 FISH HATCHERY ROAD 

GRANTS PASS, OR 97527 

Feb. 20, 2007 

Jerry Marmon 
ODOT Environmental Project Manager 
100 Antelope Road 
White City, OR  97503 

RE:  Hwy 199 Expressway Upgrade 

 I would like to voice my concerns with the ODOT plans for Hwy. 199 concept A 
& C.  I feel these plans are not in the best interest of our community and request that they 
not are forwarded in your process.  I request that the plan presented by the ACCESS 
committee be formally reviewed by your engineers and presented to the CAC and PDT.  I 
understand that this plan may need some minor alternations but the general idea is a 
much better alternative. 

 I agree with the addition of an additional lane of traffic both east and west on the 
east section of the plan.  Consolidating access to businesses is agreeable; the “open free 
flow” is not necessary. 

 I disagree with the removal of the light at Fairgrounds Road.  I understand the 
removal of this light is based on a “deal” with the City of Grants Pass when the Ringette 
light was installed/approved.  This agreement was with a prior city council and I believe 
that the current city council and city manger agree this light needs to remain. This does 
not take into consideration of desire/opinion of the citizens of our community.  This 
traffic light at the main entrance to the fair grounds is vital to the daily operation.  The 
loss of this light will greatly affect – in a negative way- limiting the ability for the fair 
grounds to produce necessary revenue to survive.  There are approximately 2000 public 
and private events each year on the fairgrounds with nearly 350,000 people attending 
why are their needs less important than the people traveling through this area.  The 
people living here should be the first priority. 

 Exceptions can be made to the expressway designation as were allowed in the  
Wal Mart – Fred Meyer portion.  Please make these exceptions and allow business access 
and retrain traffic signals at Fairgrounds Road and Redwood Ave. or as shown in the plan 
presented by ACCESS.   If exceptions do not meet your approval and the expressway 
designation lets change the designation, why can you not do this? 
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I support the ACCESS plan removing the slip ramp onto Redwood Ave., leaving the 
signal requiring a stop before making a right hand turn onto Redwood Ave.  I support the 
idea of closing Allen Creek Road between Redwood Hwy and Redwood Ave, this solves 
the problem of stacking and the need for the proposed changes to this intersection at 
Redwood Ave. as proposed in Concept A & C of the ODOT plan.  This also will 
eliminate the need to displace businesses or create unacceptable alternative accesses to 
businesses along the east portion of Redwood Ave.  This is a great cost saving which 
should allow the project to be completed with the money that is available.  As you do not 
have the 35 million needed to complete your proposed plan why propose it?  If you are 
given a budget lets find an alternative that works within the budget and a plan the citizens 
really want! 

 If you go forward with your proposed plan - how will the property loss to the 
fairgrounds be mitigated?  There is no land adjoining the fairgrounds that can replace any 
loss of property that would occur with the current Concept A & C plan.  Any loss of land 
to the fairgrounds would have a large negative impact on the future of the fairgrounds. 
The loss of the BMX track is a great loss to the citizens who currently use it and to any 
future development to benefit the operation of the fairgrounds, as this is part of 
fairgrounds property.  The fairgrounds is a vital part of our community, which we the 
citizens of Josephine County do not want to see disappear.  We like our “home town” – 
“small town” environment - please don’t take it away from us! 

Sincerely,

Elaine Booth 
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From: MARMON Jerry 
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2007 2:45 PM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: FW:

For the public comment record 

-----Original Message----- 
From: bjb1@charter.net [mailto:bjb1@charter.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2007 1:02 PM 
To: MARMON Jerry 
Subject:

>> Dear Mr. Marmon:  
>>
>> The ACCESS Group Plan provides the most logical and effective solution to
>> the traffic congestion problem on Redwood Avenue.  I certainly hope ODOT
>> gives the ACCESS Group Plan serious consideration and adopts their
>> recommendations  in their entirety.  
>>
>> As you well know traffic and the requisite safety considerations are
>> foremost on many citizens minds.  This concerned citizen inititiative
>> should embraced by the ODOT as it is an example of of proactive  
>> involvement in an ever increasingly polarized  society in which
>> Government distances itself from the People as it makes arbitrary and  
>> destructive decisions affecting the lives of many and does so with
>> virtual impunity.
>>
>> Thank you for the benefit of your time and consideration.  
>>
>> Sincerely,
>>
>> Benjamin Brown  
>
>
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1

                   DAYLAN CAMPOS, 9 years old 1

                       DAN CAMPOS, father 

                     TRICIA CAMPOS, mother 2

            ANDREW CHURCHWELL, friend, 16 years old 

               JACOB TELLER, friend, 18 years old 3

                       211 Corcoran Lane 

                      Grants Pass, Oregon 4

5

                 MR. DAYLAN CAMPOS:  You guys are closing down 6

  the track, the BMX track. 7

                 MR. DAN CAMPOS:  He's been racing there for 8

  three years; these two over here have been racing there for 9

  ten years.  I don't know, it's kind of like a big family, I 10

  mean, like some of the best BMX riders in the United States 11

  come out of Grants Pass.  Uhm, he wants to be, you know, one 12

  of the best; and he is, he's like fifth in the State.  He 13

  just turned nine. 14

                 MRS. CAMPOS:  Third in the state. 15

                 MR. DAN CAMPOS:  Oh, yeah, third in the 16

  state, I'm sorry. 17

            These two are our local pros, they help out a lot 18

  with the younger kids. 19

                 MRS. CAMPOS:  They're mentors, too. 20

                 MR. DAN CAMPOS:  Yeah, pretty much, they help 21

  out the kids a lot.  And, uhm, possibly, I mean, I don't 22

  know, but, you know, there's going to be a couple kids, BMX 23

  is going to be in the Olympics, it's going to be known as a 24

  national sport, which it has been, but it's taking that step25
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  up to the Olympics.  And there's probably going to be a few 1

  kids from the Grants Pass area that's going to make it to 2

  the Olympics. 3

            We're just wondering what's going to happen if it 4

  does get closed down, if there's, it's going to take money 5

  to have one rebuilt, land, and all that stuff like that. 6

  Uhm, I know a lot of kids that wouldn't have anything else 7

  to do, I mean, around the area if it wasn't for BMX. 8

                 MR. CHURCHWELL:  I didn't. 9

                 MR. TELLER:  And I didn't either, have 10

  anything better to do.  I ride my bike every day. 11

                 MRS. CAMPOS:  It gives these kids an outlet, 12

  a focus, because they can take it as far as they want. 13

                 MR. DAN CAMPOS:  And there's girls, too. 14

                 MRS. CAMPOS:  Yeah, there's boys and girls; 15

  gives them, you know, something to look forward to every 16

  week.  And if you want, you can take it, you know, and go up 17

  to the next level and do nationals.  But most of the races 18

  that we race for are here in Grants Pass.  And it's not only 19

  just for him, you know, it's also like the whole family 20

  goes.  And we have friends there, you know. 21

                 MR. DAN CAMPOS:  Like just alone he got 22

  17,000 points for 2006, and probably 10,000 of those points 23

  were at Grants Pass.  So, uhm, and that, he's third in the 24

  district, and there's 290 people in the district that race25
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  BMX here in Oregon, that's just our, yeah, that's just in 1

  our district.  We're like one of the biggest districts -- 2

                 MRS. CAMPOS:  On the west coast. 3

                 MR. DAN CAMPOS:  -- on the west coast next to 4

  California.  It goes 01 and we're 02, and we're southerners. 5

                 MRS. CAMPOS:  We have the most racers in the 6

  district on the west coast. 7

                 MR. DAN CAMPOS:  We have the most racers, and 8

  90 percent of them are in between here and Medford.  And we 9

  do a lot of racing. 10

                 MRS. CAMPOS:  They're much bigger than what 11

  people think.  And not only that, when we hold like our big 12

  events there, we got a lot of people coming from out of town 13

  that supports our track; and locally, you know, they're 14

  paying money to rent motel rooms and to eat and stuff like 15

  that.  So, I mean, we do support the local economy that way. 16

                 MR. DAN CAMPOS:  We spend 90 percent of our 17

  time during the week at the Grants Pass track.  I mean, 18

  every Saturday and every Tuesday. 19

                 MRS. CAMPOS:  And sometimes more. 20

                 MR. DAN CAMPOS:  And sometimes more, yeah. 21

                 MR. CHURCHWELL:  There's going to be a lot of 22

  lost people without it, not going to know what to do.  I 23

  won't. 24

                 MRS. CAMPOS:  Especially I think it's25
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  important for kids these age because, you know, instead of 1

  maybe getting in trouble, they're going to go race at the 2

  track and meet their friends, you know. 3

                 MR. DAN CAMPOS:  Like I said, these guys are 4

  our local pros.  And he's 16 and Jacob is 18, and so -- 5

                 MR. TELLER:  And drug free is the way to be. 6

7

            (End of statement.) 8
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From: Larry Carpenter [lcarpp@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2007 6:20 PM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: Redwood Highway Upgrade? in Grants pass 
Mr. Leaming, 

I am not in favor of either option ODOT is putting forward for the Redwood Highway in Grants Pass.   
Both of these options cut through part of the fairgrounds property and make entry and exit for the 
fairgrounds  more difficult.   As a citizen of Grants Pass I find any plan that takes away access to the 
fairgrounds and cuts into the existing fairgrounds property to be a detriment to our community interests.    
If you want to improve things on Hwy. 199 between Tussey Lane and Midway Rd. make it a boulevard 
and  put barriers between each direction of traffic.    WE DO NOT NEED THIS UPGRADE(?) AND WE 
DO NOT NEED THE ROAD TO BEGIN TO LOOK LIKE A SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SUBURBIA 
CITY.    Please, either leave it alone or go with the boulevard concept. 

Larry Carpenter 
lcarpp@earthlink.net
EarthLink Revolves Around You. 
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From: Larry Carpenter [lcarpp@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 11:59 AM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: Redwood Highway Upgrade? 
Mr. Leaming, 

Last weekend the Josephine County Sheriff's Posse held a horse show and gymkhana at the fairgrounds.   
They had over 90 entries which means there was probably 80 trucks with horse trailers.   On Sunday  there 
was an auction with over 100 people in attendance.    It is inconceivable to me to make all these people exit 
the fairgrounds and have to turn only in one direction.   Once again it is wrong to take the signal away at 
the fairgrounds entry/exit to Redwood Highway!!  

Larry Carpenter 
lcarpp@earthlink.net
EarthLink Revolves Around You. 
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