
From: Patsy King [pking888@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2007 8:36 AM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: problems/ideas for 199 
Hello.  I have been reviewing the information on highway 199 and have found it 
somewhat confusing, as most legal writing tends to get.  I have some ideas though, that I 
would like to have you and the others decision-makers consider:  

First, please don't forget that if you eliminate a signal light and intersection,  that does 
NOT eliminate the traffic!  The traffic would just go elsewhere and make another 
intersection busier and more dangerous.  For example, if you remove Redwood Avenue 
intersection, people travelling west would then turn right on Allen Creek and then sit in 
congested traffic on Allen Creek Rd trying to turn left onto Redwood Avenue.  The Hwy 
199 analysis states that there is already a problem with traffic on Allen Creek Road 
backing up all the way to and into Redwood Highway.  Well, this proposed "solution" 
will make matters far, far worse there.  The Redwood Avenue intersection should remain 
where it is, allowing all those westbound travellers to simply branch off the highway with 
NO congestion, NO left turn required.  The less traffic on the highway, the safer the 
highway will be, so solutions that force people to remain on the highway will only make 
matters worse.  

The drawings I have seen of the proposed relocation of Redwood Avenue show such a 
small change in distance that I doubt that the change would help the backed up traffic 
very much.  That would be an extremely expensive bit of work to move the road a half 
block to the north.  That will not be an effective solution unless the amount of traffic 
there is expected to be drastically reduced, for instance by closing down the Albertsons 
shopping center.  Another possible solution to the Allen Creek traffic back up might be to 
allow vehicles leaving Albertsons (travelling north) to ONLY turn right or left onto 
Redwood Highway rather than continuing on Allen Creek Road to Redwood Avenue, 
there to be backed up in congestion.  This option creates a hazard of its own, namely 
people wanting to travel west on Redwood Avenue would have to make a left turn off of 
Allen Creek Road onto Redwood Highway and then zip across 2 or 3 traffic lanes to get 
into the right-most lane, then turn right onto Dowell Road, and then eventually sit in 
congestion at Dowell Rd trying to make a left turn onto Redwood Avenue from there.  

Has the possibility of closing Allen Creek Road itself south of Redwood Highway been 
considered?  (What I mean is closing off Allen Creek Road just between the highway and 
the entrance to Albertsons parking lot.  Traffic would come to the shopping center via a 
frontage road, thereby getting that traffic off the main highway at least in the immediate 
area.)  That would entail making a new frontage road to the stores there, for instance by 
extending Union Avenue from the east and also extending from the west the road that the 
Grange Co-op's entrances are on.  That road just dead-ends but could be a useful frontage 
road and an access to the Albertsons area from the western side.  Having a frontage road 
there would at least get the local business traffic off the highway for a few blocks to 
perhaps a mile or more.  That might make a useful improvement to the problem.  
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Of course it is obvious that the problem is too much traffic, partly from too many people 
living in the area and partly from having through traffic going right through the same 
heavily built-up area of the city.  It was perhaps not wise to have allowed Albertsons and 
the nearby businesses to locate there, and it was probably not wise to have the hospital 
located where it is, in the midst of all that through traffic on Redwood Highway.  The 
decisions to allow those entities to locate there can probably not be reversed now, but 
future development could be stopped or made to locate where traffic ills would not be so 
severe as they are on Redwood Highway.

Well, it is a mess no matter how you look at it.  Nice formerly small towns like Grants 
Pass are turning into strip malls all over the west.  I hope no county money will be 
required for this redoing of the highway because I see redoing roads to be very expensive 
and probably not a top priority in a county that will not fund police protection or library 
services.  The cheapest option would be to make and enforce a speed limit of 35 all the 
way to the west RCC entrance. The county would rake in the $$ from speeders, we could 
then afford police protection and libraries, and there would be fewer fatal accidents at 35 
mph than at 50 mph.  Has this most basic of options even been considered by the 
planners?

Sincerely,
P.H. King 
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From: LEAMING Gary W [Gary.W.LEAMING@odot.state.or.us]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2007 2:22 pm 
To: Findley, Angela 
Subject: FW: Comment on Hwy 199 Expressway Upgrade in Grants Pass 

Not sure if this made it either 

-----Original Message----- 
From: MARMON Jerry 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 11:19 AM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: FW: Comment on Hwy 199 Expressway Upgrade in Grants Pass 

For the comment file 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Barrie Layne [mailto:laynegrapes@apbb.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2007 11:26 AM 
To: MARMON Jerry 
Cc: laynegrapes@apbb.net 
Subject: Comment on Hwy 199 Expressway Upgrade in Grants Pass 

Roger Layne 
Layne Vineyard 
1100 Kubli Road 
Grants Pass, OR  97527 
(541) 846-6613 

Split the project into two phases: 

Phase One - West Section: Proceed with the West Section now as 
Expressway.
This should satisfy the concerns set out in Art Anderson's letter of 
1/29/07
(paragraph four). 

Phase Two - East Section: Extend comment period to 120 days.  Remove the 
Expressway designation.  I strongly favor the solutions proposed by the 
good
work of the ACCESS group. 

Thank you, 
Roger Layne 
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----- Original Message -----  
From: J LEAGJELD
To: Gary.w.leaming@odot.st.or.us
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2007 1:27 PM 
Subject: Input comment on HWY 199 supporting the ACCESS option 

Gary
    Thanks for taking time to answer my questions. The following is my comments for 
your records on the Hwy 199 improvements in the Redwood area. 
     
    I strongly recommend that ODOT adopt the ACCESS option with only minimal 
modification.

     
I have been following the process and after looking at all the options I feel ACCESS is 
the best option for all parties involved; ODOT , citizens of Grants Pass, land owners 
in that area, businesses in that area, travelers, city government, and county  
government based on the following. 
    Your goal is to provide for smooth,  efficient, and safe flow of traffic for the future 
without causing serious financial drain on the business and land owners in that area. 
    I have lived in Grants Pass since 1973 and have traveled through this section of 
Hwy 199 many times and at different times of the day so understand first hand 
many of the issues to solve. 
    I have spent 41 years in banking and finance and clearly understand the economic 
impact of all the options with ACCESS having the least impact. The other options 
would have an impact that could be in the millions and result in a negative force on 
our local economy. Will the state provide dollars to offset this economic impact? 
    ACCESS option  leaves the fair grounds intact which is very important to our 
community of both county and city citizens. 
    ACCESS option would have a positive impact on the Redwood area UGB traffic by 
putting in a connector street between Redwood Ave. and Hwy 199 that would reduce 
congestion that will increase nearer the confluence of Hwy 199 and Redwood Ave. 
moving traffic onto the Hwy 199 that can carry a higher traffic flow more smoothly 
with out the congestion  
    City of Grants input. I question whether the Grants Pass City's representative ,the 
assistant city manager on your committee, has fairly and accurately represented all 
the interests and concerns of all the citizens. This could have resulted in other 
committee members not getting a clear understanding of where the city stands on all 
aspects on this very important issue 
    Over the years a few  actions have been taken to help the problem of Hwy 199 
Redwood area with limited success. Now is the time to be really sure the best option 
is chosen and for the right reasons. One that benefits all parties and ODOT. 
     
        THE OPTION THAT GETS THE PROJECT DONE RIGHT NOT JUST DONE. 
     

     
        ACCESS IS MY STRONG RECOMMENDATION 
     
    Jerry Leagjeld 
    A concerned citizen 
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From: MARMON Jerry 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 4:56 PM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: FW: Highway 199 Project 
Redwood ave business owner
-----Original Message----- 
From: Lewis Power [mailto:lewispower@qwest.net]  
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 10:21 AM 
To: MARMON Jerry 
Subject: Highway 199 Project

Good morning Jerry,

My name is Mark Lewis, owner of Lewis Power Equipment , located at 1307 Redwood Avenue. I 
am opposed to both of ODOT's building alternatives for the Highway 199 Expressway Upgrade 
Project. I would truly hope that you would strongly consider an alternative design that was 
presented to you by a citizens group identified as "ACCESS". My business relies heavily on "foot 
traffic" to support us. We need as easy access to our business as possible. Thank you for your 
time.

Sincerely,   Mark Lewis
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Lincoln Kathryn [mailto:kathy.lincoln@doj.state.or.us]  
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007 1:08 PM 
To: MARMON Jerry 
Subject: Highway 199 Expressway Upgrade EA

I reviewed this EA and have the following comments:

The status of the access managment strategy is not clear.  Does ODOT have a 
strategy that complies with OAR 734 division 51? It is mentioned in the 
appendix, but is not clear in the body of the EA. I think that a summary of the 
criteria and goals of the access management strategy would be helpful in body 
of the report, because the intent of the strategy is to decrease congestion and 
increase safety and system efficiency, so it meets the criteria for the project as 
well as complies with the administrative rule.  

If the city needs to update its access management plan to be consistent with 
ODOT's, that would be a local TSP amendment, and would need to be included 
as a land use action.  See p. 2-31.  Does Josephine County have a TSP that is 
consistent with ODOT's strategy?  Does the project rely on any county access 
actions?   Also see p. 3-29.  OAR 734 division 051 is a state regulation that is 
applicable to this action.  

I also suggest that the transportation impacts as listed on pages 3-56 - 3-68 be 
set out in the same order and labeled the same as the "needs" that are 
addressed on pages 1-3 through 1-7.  In other words, set out the transportation 
impacts based on safety (crash history) congestion, access, growth of 
surrounding area, and system efficiency.  That would make it easier to compare 
the impacts of the alternatives with the needs that must be addressed.  

Finally. p. 3-52 refers to "a set of MOE's"   What is an MOE?  It is not included 
in the acronym section in the front of the book.

If you have any questions, let me know.  
*****CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE***** 

This e-mail may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise exempt from 
disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the addressee or it appears from the context or 
otherwise that you have received this e-mail in error, please advise me immediately by reply e-
mail, keep the contents confidential, and immediately delete the message and any attachments 
from your system.  

************************************ 
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1

                         JAMES M. LOWE 1

                        3130 Leonard Rd. 

                     Grants Pass, OR 97527 2

3

                 MR. LOWE:  James Lowe, L-o-w-e.  I do not -- 4

  I live out in the Redwood area and grew up across from the 5

  Fairgrounds, and I believe the current assessment and 6

  everything is fine for the west section, we don't have any 7

  concerns with that.  But the east sections, uhm, I would 8

  prefer to have it tabled until the Access group's 9

  alternative is reviewed and looked at.  So that would be my 10

  comment, is I believe that we need to table it, the west -- 11

  excuse me, the east end until that other alternative is 12

  looked at.  And so that's the main thing that I'm looking 13

  at, is to see what's going on in that area. 14

            Move forward where the fatalities have been in the 15

  west area, in the west section up to Dowell Road; and then 16

  hold off and table the east section until the Sixth and 17

  Seventh Street assessment is completed. 18

            I also believe that Park Street should be brought 19

  through and around to Pansy Lane, and I believe 20

  wholeheartedly that that will help relieve it.  I do believe 21

  in the fourth, or excuse me, the third lanes in the east 22

  sections, and I believe that's a good alternative. 23

            So I just, that's my opinion, is not to select 24

  anything hastily until another alternative is looked at.  As25
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  Jason said with ODOT, that they need to make some, spend 1

  some money; well, go ahead and spend the money on the west 2

  section where the fatalities have been and get that 3

  underway, and then hold off on the other section. 4

            I believe the Fairgrounds road light needs to 5

  stay; the City Counsel voted on that in '98 for the master 6

  plan for it to stay, and I think the city needs to back it 7

  up and hold the line on that.  Uhm, so that's my comment. 8

9

            (End of statement.) 10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
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23

24
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From: Steve Lyons [steve.lyons@c21harristaylor.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 08, 2007 1:45 PM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: hwy 199 
There is nothing wrong with the road! Educate the drivers who foolishly pull out in front of cars. As 
far as congestion, time the lights. Thank you. 
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From: Steve Lyons [steve.lyons@c21harristaylor.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 08, 2007 1:46 PM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: Hwy. 199 
First let me say I am not a traffic engineer and cannot speak to fixing the congestion problem. 
However, regarding safety, I believe most accidents are caused by drivers making poor decisions 
when attempting to enter the highway. Instead of spending multi-millions of dollars on changes 
west of Dowell Rd., perhaps signage and requiring education on renewal of ones license would 
be money better spent. Consider that an individual would carry that state or country wide and the 
whole nation would be safer. In other words, fixing the road will not make safer drivers. Thank you 
for your consideration. You may contact me at:Steve Lyons, P.O.Box 2330, Cave Junction, OR. 
97523 5412870290, of steve.lyons@c21harristaylor.com
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1

                          LARRY MARTIN 1

                      3390 Redwood Highway 

                      Grants Pass, Oregon 2

                            479-2946 

3

                 MR. MARTIN:  My name is Larry Martin, 3390 4

  Redwood Highway.  I don't like the barrier in the middle; I 5

  think that with 30 or 40 families going to midway to make a 6

  U-turn down there to come back, is going to be a bigger 7

  problem than driving out.  That barrier rail is a -- well, 8

  what we'd like them to do is just leave the barrier rail 9

  out, make one more lane there, put a lane in the middle so 10

  you can go, you can turn there, a turning lane or the third 11

  lane out there in the middle that merging traffic could use, 12

  people coming from either way could make a left turn, and 13

  nobody would be running into the back of anybody.  There's 14

  lots of right-of-way.  And that's basically what I wanted to 15

  say. 16

            The other thing is a different thing altogether, 17

  it's just a real quick little comment, if you're interested 18

  in taking it.  If they would take, start up at Redwood 19

  Avenue up here where it crosses and make a turn-off and take 20

  the road and go down there before there's a lot of houses 21

  and everything, and go down and make their fourth bridge 22

  somewhere by the landing down there, there's lots of open 23

  land that wouldn't cost much money to put it in.  But all of 24

  that road could come out on Lower River Road, keep going and25
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  come out on G Street or Upper River Road; and if it landed 1

  over there by Pine Crest, it could keep going right on over 2

  into Merlin, and you do away with 40 percent of the traffic 3

  that they're worried about getting down in town down there. 4

  My thought, and I really do think that, because it doesn't 5

  cost much to build a bridge now.  In ten years it's going to 6

  cost a lot more. 7

            So, okay.  I worked construction my whole life, 8

  and worked on freeways and things all my life in southern 9

  California, and barrier rails work if you got eight lanes; 10

  but they don't work where you just got a few lanes; because 11

  people try to get across there and they get, they get hurt. 12

  That's all. 13

14

            (End of statement.) 15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1

                        MICHAEL MASTERS 2

                      196 Jems Riffle Road 

                     Grants Pass, OR 97527 3

4

                 MR. MASTERS:  Michael Masters, and I feel 5

  that plan is ill-conceived, ill-advised, and it was 6

  misrepresented to the property owners that were affected in 7

  the area.  We had heard about the change in the direction of 8

  ODOT, Redwood Avenue, through ODOT only because neighbors 9

  told us.  And we drove down, myself and my partner in my 10

  property located at 1227 Redwood Avenue, we drove all the 11

  way to the ODOT offices in White City, and we told them we 12

  wanted to be notified of what was going on.  They offered to 13

  put us on an e-mail list and that they would take our 14

  concerns into account. 15

            And even after repeated attempts, we still have 16

  never been e-mailed or contacted by mail or by phone for any 17

  of the meetings, even though they're showing a street going 18

  right through the middle of our property.  We've made 19

  numerous attempts to get them to communicate with us and 20

  keep us in the loop; and it's only been because other 21

  neighbors have availed themselves to a phone tree to let us 22

  know what's going on. 23

            Whenever we've talked to ODOT, they've told us 24

  that they're going to balance the concerns and needs of the25
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  community and the needs of the property owners with the need 1

  to move traffic; and this plan does not do that.  This plan 2

  does not address the needs of the affected property owners 3

  or people that use Redwood Avenue or the Fairgrounds. 4

            This plan is a very short-sided solution to the 5

  problem.  I'm speaking specifically of the way they're going 6

  to realign Allen Creek Road.  And the people in the area 7

  that are affected offered ODOT an alternative, and they said 8

  they would take it under consideration; but to our 9

  knowledge, they've decided to proceed forward with their 10

  plan without addressing any of our concerns or our needs. 11

            ODOT is a government agency that handles public's 12

  money, and this process seems like it has no room for any of 13

  the private citizens to have their needs addressed.  And we 14

  urge whoever is reviewing the environmental impact statement 15

  to please redo this process and take into account the needs 16

  of the community and the local businesses on Redwood Avenue 17

  and Redwood Highway.  Okay. 18

19

                      (End of statement.) 20

21

22

23

24
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                          TOM McMURRAY 1

                        1945 Dawn Drive 

                        Grants Pass, OR  97527 2

3

                 MR. McMURRAY:  Tom McMurray, M-c-M-U-R-R-A-Y, 4

  1945, 1945 Dawn, D-A-W-N, Drive, Grants Pass 97527, phone 5

  No. 476-5317. 6

            The reason I'm commenting tonight is I looked at 7

  ODOT's plans and I've been observing this for probably 8

  basically ever since it started. 9

            The idea of No. 1, on the west end of this 199 10

  project of putting concrete barriers in the center is 11

  absolutely nonsense.  We have all sorts of right-of-way on 12

  both sides of 199, north and south, all the way out to the 13

  Applegate River from down where the turn lanes end coming 14

  out of town to put in a turn lane.  We need a turn lane.  We 15

  do not need to go down to Midway out of Dawn Drive and make 16

  a left-hand u-turn to go back to town.  This is absolutely 17

  an asinine conception, and I wish ODOT would straighten up 18

  and be smart and be professional. 19

            Secondly, the Fairground situation is really one 20

  of atrocity.  There is no way in God's green earth that that 21

  Fairground should be touched.  And the new plan that was put 22

  out -- I don't know what they call themselves -- I can't 23

  think of who -- that was put out about three weeks ago in 24

  the newspaper where they cut across Union and so forth and25
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  used everything and stayed away from cutting into the 1

  Fairgrounds and the YMCA and so forth.  There is no reason 2

  to do this.  You can go across the way it was designed in 3

  that plan and just put out by the group that wants to change 4

  ODOT's conception, how to get past the Fairgrounds, or you 5

  can go like to like you see in Chicago and use "L" overheads 6

  and keep the folks that are already down there. 7

            Somewhere in this concept I think that the Oregon 8

  State Government, including Oregon Department of 9

  Transportation and the Governor and the Congress, the House 10

  and Reps of Oregon, have got to wake up and take a look at 11

  this situation in Southern Oregon, where you are taking away 12

  the rights of people, destroying businesses, and 13

  deliberately taking the Fairgrounds, which started a lot of 14

  people to this county and fair time and the race track. 15

  Granted, it's going out of business, but we still need it. 16

  The County Commissioners of Josephine County are evidently 17

  going to try and save it. 18

            Thank you very much, Tom McMurray, 1945 Dawn 19

  Drive, Grants Pass, Oregon 97527. 20

            Why should you have to take a right turn to go 21

  towards the coast on 199, go down the Midway and take a 22

  left u-turn to go back to town?  This includes that whole 23

  section across from the college.  It's totally ridiculous. 24

  A center turn strip all the way through the Applegate, go25
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  down on the flat where it ends now, down, I believe from 1

  Demaray, is so much farther and makes more sense.  And I 2

  still believe very sincerely that ODOT is going absolutely 3

  the wrong way. 4

           Same name, same place.  Thank you. 5

6

                        (End of statement.) 7
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From: MARMON Jerry 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 4:14 PM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: FW: Highway 199 Expressway Upgrade Project 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Bruce Mesman [mailto:bntm@echoweb.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2007 12:54 PM 
To: MARMON Jerry 
Subject: Highway 199 Expressway Upgrade Project

Dear Mr. Marmon,
I'm writing this letter for several reasons. First of all, not only do I live in the Redwood area and 
commute to Rogue Community College as a student pursuing a degree in nursing,  but my 
parents own a business in the Redwood area that would be so affected by either Alternatives A or 
C that it would put them out of business. Without the support of my parents I couldn't continue my 
education and follow through with my goals.  So you see, not only are there obvious impacts to 
business with ODOT's plan, but it has a trickle down effect to so many more than you can 
imagine.
I agree that safety is a priority issue with the highway, but I don't think ODOT's plan effectively 
addresses the problems. 
As much as I would like to see something done to make my commute to the College a safer one I 
think other alternatives need to be considered.
I have reviewed the ACCESS plan and feel their alternative to be the best.  I like the Boulevard 
concept and would like to see it extended all the way out to the College.  I think slower speed 
limits, more signalization is the most effective solution.  
The ACCESS plan also does not impact business in any way, in fact, it creates a much more 
business friendly environment, does not impact our Fairgrounds or BMX bike track, beautifies our 
city, addresses the safety issues, and all these are conducive to the overall community values 
and objectives.
Please, please support the ACCESS plan.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Shannon Mesman
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1

                           JAY MOSER 1

                  1415 N.W. Lawnridge Avenue 

                       Grants Pass 97526 2

3

                 MR. MOSER:  650 Redwood Highway, business, 4

  Moser Paving and Oil Company.  Residence is 1415 N.W. 5

  Lawnridge Avenue, Grants Pass 97526. 6

            I just, after going to all these meetings, I just 7

  feel that at this point, the best thing to do would be to 8

  wait until we have the master plans from the city and the 9

  county and the state, and the study for the big "Y" project 10

  and approach it as a package deal instead of trying to do 11

  the project in so many phases.  And that way, you know, all 12

  the pieces of the puzzle are going to fit.  We won't be 13

  redoing what we've already done by phasing it in over an 14

  extended period of time. 15

            And I feel that a West Park improvement tying into 16

  Redwood Avenue would be much a better bang for the buck then 17

  ever trying to attempt a frontage road.  It would wipe out 18

  approximately 20 businesses and probably cost close to $40 19

  million to acquire the property.  I can't imagine them ever 20

  going that route.  And I hope it doesn't happen. 21

            Hopefully they will look through the alternative 22

  of coming through West Park.  And I hope that they will look 23

  at changing the 199 Expressway designation to a business 24

  boulevard designation.  But when all this started, all I25
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  heard about was the safety corridor, which I assumed was 1

  from Allen Creek to Midway when they were advertising for 2

  this project and citizen input.  And I went, well, that's 3

  beyond where my business is located at 650 Redwood Highway. 4

  So I, I'm good with whatever they want to do for safety 5

  purposes.  That's where all the fatalities, major accidents 6

  are taking place. 7

            Then when I found they were going to do an East 8

  199 Expressway Improvement, no one contacted me and I had no 9

  input from the city, county, state, or anybody that they 10

  were going to be potentially putting a frontage road through 11

  my business.  And they seemed to indicate that I should have 12

  known, and I didn't appreciate that.  And then finding out 13

  about this frontage road going through my business, I was a 14

  little upset to begin with.  Hopefully they will do away 15

  with this frontage road concept all together, that would 16

  definitely make me happy. 17

            And also, I would like some input in regards to 18

  relocating my business because when they widen Ringett 19

  Street, that will go, the new turn lane will be going 20

  through my office and I would like some input from ODOT in 21

  regards to what they're going to do to relocate me and what 22

  is going to take place and what kind of timeframe I'm 23

  looking at.  That's going to be a major impact to Moser 24

  Paving and Oil Company.  And I would appreciate, you know,25
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  some follow-up on that so I can plan the best as possible, 1

  anyhow, whether we can rebuild off site, or whether we're 2

  going to have to relocate across the street to our other 3

  property.  So, anyhow, that would be very helpful. 4

            The "Y" project is Rogue River Highway, Williams 5

  Highway, and Redwood Highway all converge, the big "Y" 6

  Interchange Project is all I've heard it called.  I've been 7

  going through that all my life and I've never thought it 8

  needed a $45 million overhaul.  I guess maybe it's worse 9

  than I realized.  I had no idea that was coming up until I 10

  got involved with this process.  From the sounds of it, it's 11

  going to be extensive.  There's going to be several tiers of 12

  overpasses and that should be the center of attention right 13

  now.  Go ahead, if we've got to put some barricades up at 14

  the west end of Redwood Highway for traffic control to 15

  mitigate any further fatalities, fine, we need to do 16

  something.  But as far as down the east end, the big "Y" 17

  should be the center of the project, the hub, and work out 18

  from that.  Makes most sense to me. 19

            I haven't ever seen them bring out the city master 20

  plan and incorporate that with what the state is trying to 21

  acquire.  All they talk about is their traffic models that 22

  don't conform to their traffic models as far as, you know, 23

  West Park or what have you.  We need to get the state and 24

  the county, the city's master plans and look at it as one25
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  plan and make sure that it all ties together.  And that we 1

  look at all the different avenues and how the impacts from 2

  what the city and county want to do is going to help improve 3

  what the state wants to do.  But their traffic models a lot 4

  of times don't incorporate what they're going to do down the 5

  road.  So that totally skews their traffic models, in my 6

  mind. 7

            But anyhow, from what I've gathered, the big "Y"s 8

  going to be the biggest, most, you know, impacting phase of 9

  this 199 project.  I'd just like to see them maybe slow down 10

  and take the time to study the big "Y" project completely 11

  before we spend any money on the east end of the 199 Project 12

  and end up having to redo some of it.  That's what I've got 13

  to say. 14

            They can call me at daytime (541)479-2424, 15

  nighttime is (541)474-5588. 16

17

                      (End of statement.) 18

19
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From: Mueller [cwmueller@charter.net] 
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2007 6:52 PM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: Re Hwy 199 
 Hopefully you take comments via e-mail? 

Dear ODOT: 

As a daily user of 199 from Tussey at least out to RCC, we’d like 
to comment on the alternatives provided by ODOT and ACCESS.
Our family has driven Redwood Highway regularly since 1965 and 
we still do so.  We live on Edgewater Drive, just off the end of 
Ringuette, so any where we go involves some of 199.  I work out 
at RCC; my husband uses the YMCA; we have friends who live off 
Dowell, off Jerome Prairie, off Midway, etc., etc. 

Your decision to shelve the side road that would cripple the 
Fairgrounds is most appreciated.
Six lanes would be a good addition from Tussey out.
Dividers—whether planters and trees or concrete—would 
perhaps deter people from driving where they shouldn’t.
Sidewalks for pedestrian access are certainly needed, 
preferably all the way out to RCC, along with a provision for 
safer bicycling paths if the current blacktopped path is to 
be removed as we read.
My husband and I agree that the Fairgrounds lights should 
be removed and the entrance re-located.  Businesses in 
that area can easily be accessed from Ringuette or Allen 
Creek.
The “Cartwright’s” light could also go if there were an 
alternative return road from Redwood Avenue to Redwood 
Hwy.  It sounds as if both the ODOT and the ACCESS plans 
have made provision for an alternate return route.  Either 
one sounds doable to us.  We do, however, prefer to see the 
local businesses on Redwood Avenue have easy access and 
return routes as are currently provided by Redwood Avenue.  
We would hate to see businesses harmed by rerouting 
traffic away from their locations.
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As we reviewed the sketches of the two ODOT plans, one 
point struck me as very awkward for my colleagues and 
students:  the suggested removal of a left turn lane from 
RCC back to Redwood Hwy.  If a concrete barrier is to be 
installed, how will students and workers who live past RCC 
and further out toward the Illinois Valley return home?  Will 
a left turn be allowed a Hubbard?  Will a new left turn be 
provided at Willow?  That part was unclear to me.  It would 
be extremely inconvenient for students and workers to 
have to drive all the way down to Dowell Rd., turn off, turn 
around, and then reverse themselves!
How are all the proposed changes being fitted into the plan 
for an eventual 4th bridge across the Rogue?  Will the plans 
allow easy connection to wherever the bridge site is to be 
or will there be massive disruptions again when a bridge is 
eventually installed?
My husband and I like the ideas proposed by ACCESS for a 
non-expressway.  Rarely does traffic reach the posted 35 
mph from Tussey out to Allen Creek.  Since traffic is going 
slowly anyway—dead stop at times during rush hour—why 
not continue the concept of this being a street, not an 
expressway?  In larger cities up north, many streets are 
wider than 199 and traffic flows well in a street fashion, not 
as expressways.  Franklin Blvd. in Eugene and Commercial 
in Salem are examples that come to mind.
I haven’t read or heard of any attempts to address the 
sounds of traffic that occur all day and night.  Is that being 
addressed at all in the Tussey to Midway scenarios?
What is it about the plans that requires elimination of the 
BMX track?  Can the state assist in relocating that 
excellent facility if it is removed?  A lot of children use it 
regularly.

Changes are needed, as traffic has become congested and often 
unsafe, but the disruptions should be minimized as much as 
possible.  Redwood Hwy. has many viable, thriving businesses 
that need access and egress; the same is true of Redwood Ave.  



I’d like to see those businesses protected as changes in the 
roads are made. 

‘Nuff said. 

Charles and Eleanor Mueller 
527 SW Edgewater Dr. 
Grants Pass, OR 97527 
541-479-6726 
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From: Jan Norman [tojustn@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 12:29 PM 
To: LEAMING Gary W 
Subject: Hwy 199 Expressway  

Feb. 22, 2007 

Dear Mr.. Leaming, 
I have attended numerous ODOT meetings in Grants Pass, and I can see that
you are not getting the message the members of this community want you to  
hear.  There is no place for an EXPRESSWAY in the middle of a business
district or a residential district. I believe our city fathers allowed  
growth to continue without the proper leadership or knowledge needed to deal  
with roads, drainage, safety or expenses for such unchecked expansion. Why  
can't you just accept the fact that this area needs to be treated like a
business/residential district? Stoplights at all the cross roads used by the  
residents and customers using the area, along with a 35 mile an hour speed  
limit throughout is the only safe answer. No one in their right mind will be  
going 55 miles an hour if there is a stop light to catch them at the next
intersection. Accidents are happening because people are trying to avoid the
Redwood Ave congestion; they are trying to dart across Hwy 199 instead.  
People trying to enter Redwood Ave are also taking chances because they may  
be blocked by long lines of oncoming traffic as well. 

Please consider that in my opinion the city and county did not have the
expertise needed to prevent this situation. Now that it is fact, treat it as  
a business/residential district.  All the plants and sidewalks and frontage  
roads proposed would be a continued waste of money, not to mention a lack of  
consideration to the wishes of residents and businesses affected. Push your
proposed expressway to the most outer limits of this project, but keep in
mind that in 10 years, this same problem will repeat itself as this area  
continues to develop. 

Statements submitted in this communication are my personal opinion and is
offered as such, to be considered with other public comments submitted  
during the Public Comment Period. 

Sincerely,

Jan Norman 
4125 Leonard Road 
Grants Pass, Or.97527 
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