
Eastern Oregon communities celebrate overdue  
downtown improvements 

ODOT spends hundreds of millions of dollars each year on preserving and maintaining 
Oregon’s vast transportation system. Some of the most gratifying projects are those that improve 
downtown areas where “Main Street” is often also a state highway. 

In October and November, the towns of Athena and Baker City in Region 5 gathered to acknowledge 
the completion of major street enhancements and safety improvement work that will serve local 
residents and visitors far into the future.                                                             

Bagpipers herald Athena Main Street renovations  

Eastern Oregon has its share of historic communities, and the little town of Athena located about 20 
miles east of Pendleton is one of the nicest. Over the past two years a major project was under way 
that rebuilt the center route through town while upgrading water lines and storm drains. The Main 
Street Enhancement Project included new bike lanes, sidewalks enhancements, upgraded school 
crossings and other safety features. The $2.2 million project included installing concrete for the main 
travel surface and asphalt in the parking strips and bike lanes. The new concrete surface will hold up 
to the region’s harsh winters and serve the community for decades to come. 

After suffering through two construction seasons, 
the community kicked up its heels Oct. 23 to 
celebrate the project’s completion. Over 60 people 
were in attendance, including about three dozen 
members of the Weston-McEwen Pipe and Drum 
Band, who provided Scottish bagpipe 
entertainment.  

“These kinds of projects are creating safer 
highways and improved downtown areas across 
the state, while supporting family wage jobs for 
Oregonians,” said Athena Mayor John Shafer.  

Local resident and key project supporter Senator 
Bill Hansell spoke at the event, saying that his 
family settled in the area generations ago.  
“My father first met my mother at the soda 

fountain in the old pharmacy on Main Street,” he said.  

 
A bagpipe band joined in the Athena celebration. 

Sen. Hansell was instrumental in getting the project built. Several years ago, while serving as a 
Umatilla County Commissioner and member of the South East Area Commission on Transportation, 
Hansell helped set aside $300,000 of county allocated Jobs and Transportation Act funds toward the 
community improvements.  

After hearing comments from key 
speakers that included City 
Councilwoman Carol Speed and 
ODOT Direct Matt Garrett, the 
townsfolk and their guests 
enjoyed cake and light 
refreshments under a sunny 
autumn sky while being 
entertained by the bagpipe and 
drum band.                                                                          Athena’s new Main Street 
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Baker City revels over completion of Resort Street Project 

The history-rich town of Baker City also spent some time this fall recognizing the completion of its 
Jobs and Transportation Act-funded Resort Street Improvement Project. The major street overhaul 
included new sidewalks with brick pavers in select areas, improved intersections, new vintage 
streetlights, benches and bike racks, street trees, and the beginning of a new downtown pedestrian 
plaza where a side street was blocked off. The extra wide paved walkway and gathering place will be 
enhanced through future projects, eventually connected to the popular Leo Adler Parkway that 
follows the Powder River through town.  

The Resort Street Improvement Project adds 
a new level of connectedness for Baker City 
residents and builds upon the community’s 
vision for a more livable and vibrant 
downtown core. JTA funds of $4.5 million are 
paying for the street upgrades, as well as 
improvements to Best Frontage Road at the 
east end of town. 

“It is absolutely a work of art, and done well, 
too,” said Baker City resident Mary Carroll of 
the Resort Street improvement project. 
“Kudos to the whole crew for a job well 
done!” 

                                                                        Baker City community members cut ribbon on completed project. 
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