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Issue Statement:

ODOT has no formal procedure concerning the condition, quality, content, and other characteristics of the attributes that are associated with spatial information that it collects and uses.  ODOT must adopt a minimum attribute accuracy standard for spatial data.

Background:

Attributes related to spatial locations are critical components of ODOT’s digital spatial data resources.  Users of ODOT’s spatial data sets need to be able to rely on the attribute information associated with our corporate spatial data in the same way that they rely on the positional accuracy of those spatial data.  Spatial metadata, such as the time the data were collected, the manner in which those data were collected and manipulated, and the reliability of the data (how complete, different spatial resolutions, and the data sources), will help project managers and analysts to assess the appropriateness of any given data set for use in their projects.

Recommendation:

The Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) has created a “Spatial Data Transfer Standard” to serve as a national spatial data transfer mechanism.  Adopt Subsection 3.3: Attribute Accuracy of the “Spatial Data Quality” section of the FGDC Spatial Data Transfer Standard as ODOT’s attribute accuracy standard.  Part 1 of this standard (“Logical Specifications”) describes the organization and structure of the federal standard in detail, and is available at ftp://sdts.er.usgs.gov/pub/sdts/standard/latest_draft/pdf/part1.pdf.
This attribute accuracy standard may be revised based on the results of a needs analysis currently underway.  Other important aspects of spatial attribute data include completeness, currency, and ownership.

Financial Impact:

Projects and processes designed to achieve the attribute accuracy standard should have minimal impact on ODOT resources for the development of future data sets.
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