PVMS STANDARD MESSAGE LIST —

Column 1 shows the message on the first panel. Column 2 shows the message on the second panel (do not flash if only 1
panel is shown). The /" mark separates lines on a panel and are not part of the message. Center each line or align left if
centering is not possible. Column 3 contains abbreviations as explained below, and any notes on options or use of the
message.

Messages are grouped in 5 categories: Traffic Management; Incident Management; Work Zone Management; Bridges;
and Truck Messages. Traffic Management includes all messages relating to driver maneuvers regardless of why the
message is needed. The messages in this category may be relevant to incident, bridge and work zone traffic control as
well as general traffic management needs.

Incident Management includes all specific emergency or other immediate hazard messages including weather-related
messages. Work Zone Management includes messages specific to work crews near the road including flagging and
equipment operations. The Bridges category includes all messages specific to bridges including bridge work. Truck
Messages includes truck only messages.

Line lengths: Each line may have up to a maximum of 8 characters, including spaces.. For smaller signs with a line
length of 7 characters, the standard abbreviation for any 8 character word used is shown to the right in parentheses. For
some situations (e.g., xing for crossing) a preferred abbreviation is shown with the longer version shown to the right.

Right/Left/Center lane or placement: Only one option is usually shown. Any abbreviations needed to use the alternate
options are shown next to it in parentheses.

Message options: Messages shown are those commonly used. If an exit number is known, the message ‘USE / EXIT /
XX’ can be substituted for ‘USE / NEXT / EXIT’ especially if the sign is placed farther than 2 miles from the exit. The word
‘AHEAD’ can be dropped from messages such as ‘LANES / NARROW' if the action needed is immediate.

At travel speeds above 45 MPH, eliminating extra words such as ‘SLOW' at the beginning of a merge or other action
message supports faster, and so more, driver comprehension.

Abbreviations: Abbreviations other than those shown should be avoided, as they are difficult for people to translate at
travel speeds.

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT:

Traffic Management includes all messages relating to driver maneuvers regardless of why the message is needed. The
messages in this category may be relevant to incident, bridge and work zone traffic control as well as general traffic
management needs.

Panel 1 Panel 2 Abbreviations & notes

ABRUPT / EDGE ABRUPT / EDGE / RIGHT

CHILDREN / XING / HIGHWAY USE / CAUTION (CHILDRN; XING) Only P1 >45MPH
CROSS / TRAFFIC / AHEAD WARNING

DO / NOT / PASS STAY / IN / LANE

DO / NOT / STOP NO / PARKING / SHOULDER (SHLDR)

EXIT / CLOSED / AHEAD USE / NEXT / EXIT

EXIT / OPEN / LEFT LEFT / EXIT / OPEN Only Panel 1 at speeds over 45 MPH
HEAVY / TRAFFIC / AHEAD PREPARE / TO / SLOW

HEAVY / TRAFFIC / AHEAD PREPARE / TO / STOP

LANE / NARROWS / AHEAD WARNING

LANES / SHIFT / AHEAD LANES / SHIFT / LEFT Only Panel 2 at speeds over 45 MPH
LANE / ENDS MERGE / RIGHT

LEFT / LANE / CLOSED MERGE / RIGHT

LEFT LN / CLOSED / AHEAD MERGE / RIGHT (RT LANE — Panel 1, line 1)

LEFT LN / CLOSED / 1000 FT MERGE / RIGHT (RT LANE — Panel 1, line 1)

LEFT LN / CLOSED / X MILE MERGE / RIGHT (RT LANE — Panel 1, line 1)

LEFT / LANE / NARROWS NO / TRUCKS

RT LANE / CLOSED / X MILE(S) PREPARE / TO / MERGE (LEFT LN — Panel 1, line 1)

LEFT / 2 LANES / CLOSED USE / RIGHT / LANE

MERGE / LEFT
MERGE / RIGHT

MERGE / AHEAD TRAFFIC / ENTERS / RIGHT
NO / CENTER / STRIPE KEEP / RIGHT

NO / LANE / LINES USE / CAUTION

NO / LANE / LINES KEEP RT / EXCEPT / TO PASS
NO / SHOULDER DO / NOT / STOP

ROAD / CLOSED / AHEAD LOCAL / TRAFFIC / ONLY
ROAD / CLOSED / AHEAD USE / DETOUR

ROAD / CLOSED / X MILE(S) USE / DETOUR

ROAD / CLOSED LOCAL / TRAFFIC / ONLY
ROAD / CLOSED USE / DETOUR

ROAD / NARROWS / AHEAD
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ROUGH / PAVEMENT / AHEAD
ROUGH / ROAD / AHEAD
SHARP / CURVE / AHEAD
SLOW / TRAFFIC / AHEAD
SOFT / SHOULDER

STAY / IN / LANE

STEEP / GRADE

SUNKEN / PAVEMENT (PAVEMNT)

TRAFFIC / CONTROL / CHANGE
TRAFFIC / CONTROL / CHANGE
TRAFFIC / CONTROL / CHANGE
TRAFFIC / DELAYS

TRAFFIC / DELAYS

TRUCKS / XING / ROAD
TWO-WAY / TRAFFIC / AHEAD
WATCH / FOR / TRUCKS

YIELD / AHEAD

YIELD / AHEAD

WORK ZONE MANAGEMENT:

PREPARE / TO / SLOW
SLOW

SLOW

PREPARE / TO / SLOW
USE / CAUTION

NO / LANE / CHANGES
SLOW / TRUCKS
BUMP / SLOW

YIELD / AHEAD

STOP / AHEAD
SIGNAL / AHEAD
PREPARE / TO / SLOW
PREPARE / TO / STOP
USE / CAUTION

TRUCKS / ENTER / RIGHT

YIELD / TO / ONCOMING

(PVMT)

(SHLDR)

note: either panel can be stand alone

(XING)
(2 WAY)

(ONCOMNG)

Work Zone Management includes messages specific to work crews near the road including flagging and equipment

operations.

Panel 1

Panel 2

Abbreviations & notes

CREW / PAINTING / CENTER
DETOUR / AHEAD

DETOUR / NEXT / LEFT
DETOUR / 1000 FT

DETOUR / X MILE(S) / AHEAD
FLAGGER / AHEAD / 1 MILE
FLAGGER / AHEAD

FRESH / OIL / ON ROAD
FRESH / TAR / ON ROAD
MEDIAN / WORK / AHEAD
MEDIAN / WORK

MOWERS / IN / MEDIAN
MOWERS / IN / MEDIAN
RAMP / CLOSED / AHEAD
PILOT / CAR / 1 MILE

PILOT / CAR / AHEAD

ROAD / WORK / AHEAD
ROAD / WORK / AHEAD
SHOULDER / WORK
SHOULDER / WORK
SHOULDER / WORK / AHEAD
SHOULDER / WORK / AHEAD
SHOULDER / WORK / AHEAD
SIGNAL / WORK / AHEAD
SIGNAL / WORK / AHEAD
SIGNAL / WORK / AHEAD
SIGNAL / WORK / AHEAD
SLOW / MOVING / WORK
SLOW / MOVING / WORK
SLOW / MOVING / WORK
SLOW / MOVING / WORK
SLOW / MOVING / WORK
SNOW / BLOWERS / AHEAD
SNOW / BLOWERS / AHEAD
SNOW / BLOWERS / AHEAD
SNOW / PLOW / AHEAD
STRIPING / TRUCKS / AHEAD
STRIPING / WORK / RIGHT
STRIPING / WORK / CENTER
SURVEY / WORK / AHEAD

KEEP / TO / RIGHT
FOLLOW / DETOUR / SIGNS
FOLLOW / DETOUR / SIGNS
FOLLOW / DETOUR / SIGNS
FOLLOW / DETOUR / SIGNS
BE / PREPARED / TO STOP
PREPARE / TO / STOP
SLOW

SLOW

USE / RIGHT / LANE

KEEP / RIGHT

MOWING / NEXT / ¥4 MILE
MOWING / NEXT / X MILE(S)
USE / NEXT / EXIT

BE / PREPARED / TO STOP
PREPARE / TO STOP

WORK / NEXT / X MILE(S)
USE / LEFT / LANE

WORK / ON / SHOULDER
CLOSED / SHOULDER / X MILES
USE / CAUTION

USE / LEFT / LANE
WORKERS / ON / SHOULDER
PREPARE / TO / STOP

LEFT / TURN LN / CLOSED
USE / RIGHT / LANE
WORKERS / IN / ROAD
PREPARE / TO / SLOW
LEFT / LANE / CLOSED
KEEP / RIGHT

SHOULDER / CLOSED
MEDIAN / CLOSED

DO / NOT / PASS

PLEASE / USE / CAUTION
USE / LEFT / LANE

DO / NOT / PASS

CENTER / LANE / CLOSED
USE / LEFT / LANE

KEEP / RIGHT

PREPARE / TO / STOP
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(PAINTNG)

(XX MI)

note: can be 1 panel
note: can be 1 panel

(SHLDR)
(XX MI)

(SHLDR)

(STRIPNG or PAINT)
(STRIPNG or PAINT)
(STRIPNG or PAINT)



SURVEY / WORK / AHEAD

SURVEY / WORK / AHEAD
SWEEPER / AHEAD
SWEEPER / AHEAD
TUNNEL / CLOSED / AHEAD
TUNNEL / CLOSED / AHEAD
TUNNEL / CLOSED / AHEAD
TUNNEL / CLOSED / AHEAD
USE / DETOUR / ROUTE
USE / DETOUR / ROUTE
WET / PAINT

WORKERS / AHEAD
WORKERS / IN / MEDIAN
WORKERS / IN / ROAD
WORKERS / IN / TUNNEL

INCIDENT MANAGEMENT:

Incident Management includes all specific emergency or other immediate hazard messages including weather-related

messages.

WEATHER-RELATED
Panel 1

PREPARE / TO / SLOW

USE / LEFT / LANE

USE / CAUTION

USE / LEFT / LANE
EXPECT / DELAYS
DETOUR / NEXT / LEFT
USE / OTHER / ROUTE
PREPARE / TO / STOP
FOLLOW / DETOUR / SIGNS
TURN / NEXT / RIGHT
STAY / IN / LANE

WATCH / FOR / WORKERS
WATCH / FOR / WORKERS
PLEASE / SLOW

PLEASE / SLOW

Panel 2

Abbreviations & notes

ACTIVE / SLIDES / AHEAD
BLOWING / DUST / AHEAD
BLOWING / DUST / AHEAD
BLOWING / SNOW / AHEAD
BLOWING / SNOW / AHEAD
DENSE / FOG / AHEAD
FREEZING / FOG / AHEAD
FREEZING / FOG / LIKELY
ROAD / FLOODED

ROCKS / ON / ROADWAY
SLIDE / BLOCKS / ROAD
SLIDE / ON / ROAD

SNOW / BLOWERS / AHEAD
SNOW / BLOWERS / AHEAD
SNOW / BLOWERS / AHEAD
SNOW / PLOW / AHEAD
SNOW / ZONE

SNOW / ZONE

SNOW / ZONE

WATER / ACROSS / ROAD
WATCH / FOR / ICE
WATCH / FOR / ICE

NON-WEATHER EVENTS

REDUCE / SPEED

NEXT / X MILE(S)

SLOW / TURN ON / LIGHTS
NEXT / X MILE(S)

SLOW / TURN ON / LIGHTS
SLOW / TURN ON / LIGHTS
SLOW / TURN ON / LIGHTS
USE / CAUTION

SLOW

USE / CAUTION

PREPARE / TO / STOP
KEEP / RIGHT

DO / NOT / PASS

USE / CAUTION

USE / LEFT / LANE

DO / NOT / PASS

CHAINS / REQUIRED / ALL VEH

CHAINS / REQUIRED/ OVER 10K

CARRY / CHAINS
USE CAUTION
USE / CAUTION
NEXT / X MILE(S)

(FREEZNG)
(FREEZNG)

(REQUIRD; OVER10K)

(XX MI)

Panel 1 Panel 2 Abbreviations & notes
BURN / AREA / AHEAD SLOW / TURN ON / LIGHTS
DEBRIS / ON / ROAD KEEP / LEFT

DEBRIS / ON / ROAD
DEBRIS / ON / ROAD

DEBRIS / ON / ROAD

DENSE / SMOKE / AHEAD
DENSE / SMOKE / AHEAD
DENSE / SMOKE / AHEAD
DENSE / SMOKE / AHEAD
EXTREME / FIRE / DANGER
FIRE / AHEAD

FIRE / AHEAD

FIRE / AHEAD

FREEWAY / BLOCKED / AHEAD
FREEWAY / CLOSED / AHEAD
FREEWAY / CLOSED
FREEWAY / CLOSED

RIGHT / LANE / CLOSED
PREPARE / TO / STOP
EXPECT / DELAYS

STOP ON / SHOULDER / ONLY
SLOW / TURN ON / LIGHTS
PREPARE / TO / SLOW
PREPARE / TO / STOP

USE / CAUTION

PREPARE / TO / SLOW
PREPARE / TO / STOP

STOP ON / SHOULDER / ONLY
PREPARE / TO / STOP

ALL / VEHICLES / EXIT

USE / NEXT / EXIT

FOLLOW / DETOUR / SIGNS
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(SHLDR)

(SHLDR)

(ALL VEH / MUST / EXIT)



SIGNAL / OUT

SIGNAL / OUT
STALLED / VEHICLE

STALLED / VEHICLE / AHEAD
STALLED / VEHICLE / AHEAD
STALLED / VEHICLE / ON RAMP

WRECK / AHEAD
WRECK / AHEAD
WRECK / AHEAD
WRECK / AHEAD
WRECK / AHEAD
WRECK / AHEAD
WRECK / AHEAD
WRECK / AHEAD

BRIDGES:

ALL-WAY / STOP / AHEAD

ALL VEH / YIELD / RIGHT
PREPARE / TO / STOP
SHOULDER CLOSED
RIGHT / LANE / CLOSED
KEEP / LEFT

CENTER / LANE / CLOSED
EXPECT / DELAYS

LEFT / LANE / CLOSED
LEFT / 2 LANES / CLOSED
KEEP / RIGHT

PREPARE / TO / STOP
USE / CAUTION

USE / CENTER / LANE

(SHLDR)

(ON EXIT; ON ENTRY)

The Bridges category includes all messages specific to bridges including bridge work.

Panel 1

Panel 2

Abbreviations & notes

BRIDGE / CLOSED / AHEAD
BRIDGE / CLOSED / AHEAD

BRIDGE / OUT / AHEAD
BRIDGE / OUT / AHEAD
BRIDGE / WORK / AHEAD
BRIDGE / WORK / AHEAD
BRIDGE / WORK / AHEAD
BRIDGE / WORK / AHEAD
BRIDGE / WORK / AHEAD
ONE / LANE / BRIDGE

TRUCKS:

USE / DETOUR

FOLLOW / DETOUR / SIGNS

USE / DETOUR

USE / OTHER / ROUTE
LANES / NARROW
PREPARE / TO / STOP
USE / CENTER / LANE
WORKERS / ON / ROAD
SLOW

PREPARE / TO / STOP

Truck Messages includes truck only messages.

Panel 1

Panel 2

Abbreviations & notes

ALL / TRUCKS
ALL / OVERSIZE / VEH
ALL / TRUCKS
ALL / TRUCKS
ALL / TRUCKS

ESCAPE / RAMP 1 / CLOSED

ESCAPE / RAMP / CLOSED
OVERSIZE / MUST / EXIT
TRUCKS / OVER / 80,000
TRUCKS / OVER / 80,000

TRUCKS / EXIT / RIGHT
OVERSIZE / MUST / EXIT
TRUCKS / USE / RT LANE
TRUCKS / KEEP / RIGHT
USE / LOW / GEAR
TRUCKS / USE / RAMP 2

NEXT / EXIT / X MILE(S)

TRUCKS / MUST / EXIT
USE / NEXT / EXIT
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(OVRSIZE)
(LEFT/CNTR LN)

(OVRSIZE) (XX MI)



