WELCOME
US26 (SE Powell Boulevard)
20th—34th Avenues
Safety Project
ODOT Open House

www.PowellBlvdSafety.org

Project Overview


The project is intended to increase safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and

motorists on a busy section of SE Powell Boulevard (US Highway 26) between
SE 20th and SE 34th Avenues.


This area of SE Powell Boulevard (US26) serves 34,600-38,500 vehicles per day, in

addition to hundreds of bicyclists, transit riders and pedestrians.


People use the corridor to go to schools, parks, social service agencies, restaurants and

shopping; also used by commuters traveling through the area by car, bus and bicycle
to get to work and by trucks for deliveries to local businesses.
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What are the Problems?


This busy section of SE Powell Boulevard (US26) has a history of safety issues and is a high

priority for Safety Funding.


High rates of rear-end and turning crashes involving motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians.



Poor visibility of bicyclists and pedestrians, limited sight distances, frequent left turns and

side streets that are close together contribute to these crashes.


Crashes in the project corridor between 2009 and 2013 resulted in 188 injuries (with 4

serious injuries and 2 fatalities).
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What are the Problems? (continued)


Road alignment, including curves and hills, and an abundance of trees create limited visibility

between drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists and transit users.


Heavy traffic makes crossing SE Powell Boulevard more difficult.



High numbers of crashes, many involving bicyclists and pedestrians (3 bicycle crashes, 12

pedestrian crashes between 2009 and 2013).


Signals and signs can be difficult to see.
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Project Elements


Three enhanced pedestrian signals (Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons, RRFBs) installed on
SE 24th, 31st and 34th to alert drivers of pedestrians crossing.



Safer crossings for bicyclists and pedestrians will include high visibility striping and center
islands.



A new wider pedestrian waiting area on the southeast corner of 26th Avenue and SE Powell
near Cleveland High School to provide more space for students waiting to cross Powell.



A new truck apron on the southeast corner of 26th Avenue and SE Powell to increase safety
by allowing large vehicles to turn without entering the pedestrian zone or encroaching on
vehicle lanes.
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Project Elements (continued)


New signals at intersections (21st, 26th, and 33rd) with enhanced safety features, including

bigger and more visible signals and poles, as well as countdown and audible countdown
pedestrian signals.


Tree removal and trimming to increase visibility.



Improved street lighting.



Increased visibility of bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists.



Enforcement lights for public safety.



Sidewalk ADA ramp improvements and repair of some sidewalks.



Improved signage and more visible street names.
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Statewide Safety Priority
Top 5% Safety Priority Index System (SPIS):
The Safety Priority Index System (SPIS) identifies and ranks potential safety problems on state
highways. This section of SE Powell Boulevard ranks in the top 5% statewide due to the
number and severity of crashes. Note: fatalities, serious injuries and hospital visits result in an
area being ranked in the top 5% SPIS site.

There are high rates of rear-end and turning crashes involving motorists, bicyclists and
pedestrians in the project area.
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Safety on Powell Boulevard


Heavy local and commuter traffic: 34,600-38,500

vehicles per day.


Hundreds more pedestrians, bicyclists and

transit users.


Diversity of uses: people traveling to Cleveland High

School, Powell Park, residential, commercial, nearby
industrial and social service agencies.


ODOT conducted a Powell Road Safety Audit in 2013. Multi-disciplinary team spent several

days on Powell observing traffic behavior from all modes of transportation. The team also
conducted research and gathered data resulting in recommendations to improve safety along
this area. This work was the foundation for the Powell Boulevard Safety Project.
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Crash History on SE Powell Blvd.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety
In partnership with TriMet and PBOT, ODOT is making SE Powell Boulevard safer:


High-visibility pedestrian crossing signals—Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs)
at 24th, 31st and 34th Avenues.



Pedestrian center islands installed or expanded - allowing two-stage crossings.

Left turn signals (on Powell to SE 21st, 26th & 33rd) - To reduce accidents involving bicyclists
and pedestrians.
* Split phasing on SE 21st to Powell.
 Improved street lighting - to make pedestrians and bicyclists more visible to motorists.




PBOT's new signal at SE 28th Ave. - newly constructed, visible signal for bicycle and
pedestrian crossing.
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety (continued)


Improved sight lines for bicycle and pedestrian safety—Removing or trimming trees with
large trunks or low branches is necessary to allow drivers to see pedestrians and bicyclists in
crosswalks or waiting to cross Powell.



Wider pedestrian waiting area and new truck apron on SE corner of 26th Ave and SE Powell
Boulevard near Cleveland High School.



Sidewalk repairs and sidewalk ramp upgrades to meet ADA requirements.



Bus stops relocated to improve safety.
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Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons
Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons (RRFBs) will be installed at specific crossings to alert drivers to
the presence of pedestrians. When pedestrians activate the push button system, yellow LED
lights begin a random flashing sequence, telling drivers to yield to pedestrians.

RRFBs will be installed on SE Powell Boulevard
at SE 24th, SE 31st and SE 34th Avenues
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direction of traffic on SE 21st
Ave. permitted to travel through
intersection at a time.
Provides safe pedestrian and
cyclist movements protected from
left turning vehicles.
Provides protected left-turn
movements from SE 21st Ave. onto
Powell Boulevard.
Preserves space for future bike
lane configuration on SE 21st Ave.
West crosswalk across Powell
Boulevard closed.
Key
Protected movement
Permissive movement
Closed crosswalk
Pedestrian signal
N

26th Avenue (southeast corner) Improvements
Construct a truck apron and wider pedestrian waiting area on the southeast corner of 26th Avenue.
A truck apron increases safety by
allowing large vehicles to turn
without entering the pedestrian
zone or encroaching on oncoming
vehicle lanes.
Example truck aprons

This corner has significant amounts
of foot traffic, especially to
Cleveland High School students. The
wider pedestrian waiting area will
provide a safe space for people
waiting to cross the street.
Three trees on southeast corner of
SE 26th Ave. were removed in April
2017 for utility work.

Traffic Impacts on US26 (SE Powell Blvd.)


During construction, expect the following traffic impacts:



Night time lane closures; day and night shoulder closures in both directions of US26

(SE Powell Blvd.).


Night time weekday work hours 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. (Monday through Friday)



Night time weekend work hours (Saturdays) 7 p.m. to 9 a.m.; (Sundays) 7 p.m. to 10 a.m.



Occasional flaggers in work zones along US26 (Powell Blvd.).



Pedestrians and bicyclists will be detoured around work areas.



Follow detour route signs in work areas.


TriMet Bus Lines 9 and 66 will be temporarily detoured. ODOT and TriMet will

coordinate and provide more info two weeks before temporary detours
are planned.

Noise Impacts during Construction
Construction activities will occur on US26 (SE Powell Blvd.) during the day and at night. Work
is scheduled at night to minimize traffic impacts during the day.
The noise you hear at night will come from heavy equipment such as jackhammers,
compressors, drilling machines, concrete trucks, excavators, chain saws and dump trucks.
You will see construction equipment in the work areas during work hours.
Planned night time work activities:
ADA ramp excavation and construction, signal pole installation, drilling for signal pole
foundations, pipe excavation and installation, tree removal, grinding and paving.
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Construction Work Hours
Night time work hours:
Weekdays (Monday through Friday): 8 p.m. to 6 a.m.
Weekends: (Saturdays): 7 p.m. to 9 a.m.; (Sundays): 7 p.m. to 10 a.m.
Daytime work hours:
Weekdays: 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Weekends: 9 am to 7 p.m.
*Prior to construction, a night time noise hotline number will be available for night time
noise-related questions or concerns.*
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Project Schedule
Summer 2015

Preliminary design phase

Summer 2015

Public open house

Spring 2017

Public open house

Summer 2017
Fall 2017

Final design phase
Public open house

February/March 2018 to Winter 2018

Construction phase

*Note: dates are subject to change based on weather and site conditions.

www.PowellBlvdSafety.org

