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Funding 
Source Project Eligibility Application Process Notes Timeline 

ZEB Funding Sources through ODOT 

Statewide 
Transportation 
Improvement 
Fund (STIF) 

All buses and related 
infrastructure are eligible. 

90% formula not 
competitive. 5% 
competitive. No match required 

First formula grants to be executed 
January 2019. Stable, ongoing 
source of funds. 

Federal Transit 
Administration 
Funds (5307, 
5339, 5310, 
5311) 

ZEBs can be bought with these 
funds, just as other buses can 
be. Barrier has been higher 
purchase cost. See notes. 

Some formula, some 
competitive.  

The lens of life-cycle cost analysis 
shows ZEBs to be cheaper overall. 
Leasing the battery pack can make up-
front cost competitive with diesel. 
Lowered fuel and maintenance costs 
can offset battery lease payments.  Ongoing 

Statewide 
Transportation 
Improvement 
Program (STIP) 
Enhance  

All buses and related 
infrastructure eligible. 

Yes; many modes 
compete for STIP Enhance 
funds at ACT level 

Do not confuse with STIF, above. 
Minimum 10.27% match, but over-
match is almost expected in order to be 
competitive. Unknown if STIF might 
change former dynamics. 

Next cycle starts in 2018. Every two 
years, in general. 

$15 million for 
Vehicles 
Directed by 
OTC ($5M per 
year starting 
2018.) 

Only Bus Replacements 
eligible - no expansions or 
infrastructure 

Yes. First $5M will be 
distributed in upcoming 
2018 discretionary 
solicitation. STP Bus Replacement Program. 

$5M in 2018; $5M in 2019; $5M in 
2020. 

Connect 
Oregon N/A N/A 

The trade-off for new STIF funds was 
that transit is no longer eligible for 
Connect Oregon funds.   N/A 
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Other Funding Sources 
Congestion 
Mitigation and 
Air Quality 
(CMAQ) 

Buses in general, including 
ZEBs and charging 
infrastructure. 

Yes, within attainment 
MPOs. 

Scott Chancey, Josephine Community 
Transit Manager, has received $1.4 
million for two ZEBs plus a charging 
unit. Ongoing, check with your MPO. 

Low 
Emissions/No 
Emissions 
(Low-No) 
5339(c) 

ZEBs and charging 
infrastructure, 

Yes. One in five proposals 
get funded. It's typical to 
apply repeatedly before 
winning an award. 

Small transit agencies apply via ODOT; 
large agencies apply directly to FTA. 
Oregon winners have included TriMet 
and Lane Transit in 2016 Low-No 
Awards, and SMART (Wilsonville) in 
2017 Low-No Awards. 

Annual, through 2020. Current year 
deadline for applications was June 
26, 2017. 

Portland 
General 
Electric and 
PacifiCorps  
(Pacific Power)  

Possible help with charging 
infrastructure only. See notes.  Uncertain. 

SB 1547 requires investor-owned 
utilities in Oregon to assist in 
electrification of transportation, 
especially in low- and moderate-income 
communities. Pacific Power may run a 
grant program. 

Ongoing, after possible start in late 
2017 or 2018. 

ZEB funding sources through Department of Environmental Quality 
Volkswagen 
Settlement 
Mitigation 
Fund  

ZEBs and infrastructure. (A 
huge range of modes and 
vehicles are also eligible.) 

Yes, but there is no 
application process per 
se. 

One-time amount for Oregon of $78 
million. The only decision as of 
September 2017  is $18 million set 
aside to replace old diesel schoolbuses.  

Oregon legislature approves any 
decisions. 

Clean Fuels 
Program 

Buses running any type of 
alternative fuel; highest 
credits for ZEBs.  No.  

Not for purchasing an electric bus; only 
used after you're using the bus. Transit 
agencies earn credits they can sell; 
sales can generate a small annual 
revenue.  

Through 2025, but DEQ states that 
credits never expire. 
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