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For the first time in two decades, cattle is Oregon’s top agricultural commodity, overtaking greenhouse and nursery products.

Oregon’s total agricultural production value was $5.4 billion in 2014, according to new figures from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. 

That’s about the same as the past two years.

There now are 34,600 farms in Oregon, down slightly from the previous year, the data show. And the average size of farms has increased slightly, to 474 

acres.

The value of cattle and calf production increased dramatically, by about 38 percent over 2013.

Part of the reason for that is the drought, Jerome Rosa, executive director of the Oregon Cattlemen’s Association, said.

“There just really wasn’t enough feed out there, especially on public lands,” Rosa said.

That shortage caused prices to go up, Rosa said, leading to record sales. (“There’s more demand than there is supply,” he said.)
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EPA: Withhold permit for oil-by-rail terminal in Vancouver

(http://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/tech/science/environment/2015/08/04/epa-withhold-permit-for-oil-by-

rail-terminal-in-vancouver/31107925/)

Also last year, wine grapes cracked the top ten, knocking out onions. Other top crops were hay, milk, grass seed, wheat, potatoes, hazelnuts and pears.

Christmas trees and blueberries just missed the top 10 list but still eclipsed $100 million each in production value.

Oregon’s ongoing drought could impact the value of its commodities this year.

“We are going to have to watch to see how the weather impacts our producers and the yields of their commodities,” said Kathryn Walker, special 

assistant to the director of the Oregon Department of Agriculture. “But our agriculture industry is resilient. They have faced these kinds of challenges 

before and typically bounce back.”

Annual county-level data has not been compiled in Oregon since 2012.

The Oregon State University Extension Service has eliminated that service due to staffing cuts at the county level, said Bart Eleveld, extension economist 

in farm business management.

Production still is counted at the county level every five years by the U.S. Census of Agriculture. Its next report will be released in 2017.

(Photo: TIMOTHY J. GONZALEZ / 

Statesman)
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tloew@statesmanjournal.com, (503) 399-6779 or follow at Twitter.com/Tracy_Loew
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Organic farmers face growing pains as demand outpaces supply

(http://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/money/2015/08/05/organic-farmers-face-growing-pains-demand-

outpaces-supply/31116235/)

Top 10 Oregon agricultural commodities

Oregon produces about 220 commodities. Here are the top 10 by value.

Cattle and calves: $922 million

Greenhouse and nursery products: $830 million

Hay: $703 million

Milk: $656 million

Grass seed: $449 million

Wheat: $302 million

Potatoes: $164 million

Hazelnuts: $129 million

Pears: $127 million

Wine grapes: $118 million

Source: Oregon Department of Agriculture

Read or Share this story: http://stjr.nl/1SRkaKk

TOP VIDEOS
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Oregon Freight Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

June 10, 2015 
Chemeketa Center for Business and Industry 

Salem, Oregon 
 
 

Attendees: Susie Lahsene; Martin Callery; TracyAnn Whalen; Jerry Gardner; Mike Montero; 
Mike Quilty; Nick Fortey; Mark Landauer; Jerry Grossnickle; Dave Harlan; Wayne Bauer; 
Deena Platman; Lonny Welter; David Anzur; Greg Gilmer; Bob Hillier 
 
Guests: Tim Wilson; Brodie Harvey; Art Anderson; Leah Craft; Trevor Sleeman; Tim Collins; 
Jana Jarvis; Sal Hernandez; Gary Roth 
 
Staff: Jerri Bohard; Erik Havig; Chris Cummings; Roseann O’Laughlin; Sharon Kautz 
 
 
Call to Order – Martin Callery 
 
Martin Callery called the meeting to order. 
 
 
Review of Minutes 
 
Minutes from the March 11, 2015 meeting were reviewed and approved. Motion to approve the 
minutes passed unanimously. 
 
 
ODOT Business and Legislative Report – Roseann O’Laughlin 
 
We have a new OTC member. Sean O’Hollaren comes to us from Nike where he is the vice 
president for Government and Public Affairs. 
 
Region 1 is working on a new ACT with the goal of having it up and running by the end of the 
summer. 
 
Legislative Update – Leah Craft 
 
ODOT budget – scheduled for week of June 15th. 

· $10.4 million for passenger rail to continue service from Portland to Eugene 
· $31 million for the DMV IT system upgrade 
· Connect Policy Option Package 

 
Agency introduced bills: 

· SB 271 Rail Safety Oversight – passed off House floor June 9, 2015. 
· HB 5030 – ConnectOregon 



 

HB 2274 ConnectOregon policy changes – Chris Cummings 
· Match changes from 20% to 30%. 
· Consideration of project life expectancy. 
· Definition of transportation project to exclude vehicles such as bikes and buses. 
· Changed the name in the bill to ConnectOregon. 
· If you have an application in for consideration, you cannot serve on the final review 

committee. 
· Loans are no longer eligible. It will all be grants. 

 
 
September RVACT Joint Meeting – Roseann O’Laughlin 
 
The September 8 OFAC meeting will be a joint meeting with the RVACT in Grants Pass. Mike 
Montero and Art Anderson, the ODOT Region 3 Area Manager, will host. We will also schedule 
some freight site visits for the following day. Meeting agenda, location and hotel information 
will be sent at a later date. 
 
 
Federal Update – Trevor Sleeman 
 
The Highway Trust Fund cash and the authority to spend it has been extended through the end of 
July, 2015. Last summer there was a transfer of $11 billions of general fund money and extended 
the policy and the ability to spend the monies through the end of May, 2015. Trevor is predicting 
we will be operating with short term extensions for the next couple of years. 
 
The House passed the appropriation bill for USDOT that includes $100 million for TIGER 
Grants. 
 
 
Membership – Deena Platman 
 
Deena has agreed to be our Membership Chair now that Debra Dunn has left, and she and 
Roseann have been working to recruit new members. We have recruited four potential members 
that we would like to introduce to you, and have you vote on moving them forward in the 
appointment process. 
 

· Jana Jarvis – Oregon Trucking Association 
· Brodie Harvey – Knife River 
· Tim Collins – Metro 
· Sal Hernandez – Oregon State University 

 
Martin made the motion to approve the block of recruits to move forward to the ODOT Director 
for approval and appointment. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
If you know someone who would be a valuable member, please forward the names to Deena or 
Roseann. 



 

Oregon Freight Plan Implementation – Chris Cummings 
 
The majority of the work we do in the Freight Unit involves implementation of the freight plan, 
such as reviewing a Transportation System Plan for a local community and looking into its 
freight involvement, or the rail or aviation involvement. 
 
Major initiatives involve how we look a strategic investment in the future. We are putting 
together lists, or knowledge points, on where bottlenecks, pinch points and constraints exist in 
the freight system so we are targeting our funds for the future. 
 

· Intermodal connectors – NSA and local 
· Highway bottlenecks 
· Performance measures 
· Trans Load Facilities 
· How effective are TSPs – are we including freight? 
· Truck Parking Study 
· Mode Shift Study with OSU 

 
All these things tie into potential for strategic funding and the possibility of tying into the Rail 
Plan and ConnectOregon. We will be reporting to OFAC about these items later in the year. 
 
Labor issues are a fact that is affecting our economy. We as OFAC have no real impact on this 
issue, but it is something we have to look at. The lack of container ports is creating freight 
congestion that everyone will be paying for. 
 
 
Truck Parking Research – Roseann O’Laughlin 
 
Sal Hernandez will be the project manager from OSU. Based on the conversations we had at the 
meeting in Bend in September, a research statement was generated by Becky Knudson, and we 
will be funding a small study, through the ODOT Research Section, about truck parking. There 
will be a survey distributed and other states will be interviewed, and a technical advisory 
committee will be formed. 
 
There are issues, locally and nationally, with having safe, clean places for the trucks to park, also 
taking into consideration the safety of the communities. The focus will be on US 97 and I-84. 
 
Roseann will the OFAC contact for this project. 
 
 
Highway Bottlenecks Project – Roseann O’Laughlin 
 
Freight highway bottlenecks where OFAC is involved: 

· Inform a data driven approach. 
· Input on prioritization. 
· Adoption/endorsement. 



 

· Bringing in a consultant. 
 
 
MAP-21/USDOT Acceptance – Chris Cummings 
 
There was a group discussion regarding the Oregon Freight Plan’s compliance with MAP-21 
requirements.  
 
 
Hot Topics 
 

· Jerri Bohard – STIP: The OTC will not make a decision on the program levels for the 18-
21 STIP until the July meeting. The emphasis will be on fix-it. We had initially asked for 
proposals to be due August 1st, but because the decision will not be made until July, we 
will be looking for proposals in November, but we are still working on the schedule. 

 
· Mike Montero – Related to the STIP. There seems to be an unwritten rule to prioritize the 

projects based on the money available instead of stating what the most important projects 
are. Does the OTC have an interest, as part of the STIP process, to rank the projects based 
on what is most important. The top few could just be placeholders as they would 
probably be the most expensive and least likely to be funded in the current environment. 

 
· Mike Quilty has heard from forest product companies that they are interested in looking 

at liquefied natural gas for their long haul trucks. They are interested, but will not convert 
their trucks due to the lack of availability. 

 
· Governor’s Initiative - $200,000. The focus is to find a near term solution for the shippers 

to hold on to their markets. Some options that have been discussed are transloading the 
containers onto rail and shipping them to Puget Sound or barging the containers to 
Rainier, then transferring them to trucks. 

 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Pinch Point Report 

Introduction 

The ODOT Freight Planning Unit, Transportation Development Division, is conducting the Highway Over-dimension Load Pinch Points 
(HOLPP) study. The purpose of the study is to identify, analyze and rank highway pinch points that restrict the movement of over-
dimension loads.  A pinch point report will be developed for each of the 14 maintenance districts. The Oregon Freight Advisory 
Committee and other freight stakeholders will review the pinch point reports.  The study goal is to develop a list of key pinch points that 
will be presented to the ODOT Regions and the Area Commissions on Transportation (ACTs) so that they may recommend projects 
that will remove some of these pinch points.  Please see the appendix for more information about the study including definitions, 
methodology and rating criteria.   

Region 3 - District 8 Pinch Points 

The map below shows the location and types of pinch points in Maintenance District 8.  A map showing District 8 boundaries and High 
Routes is located on page 18 in the Appendix. Following the map is the Pinch Point Data Table, which includes a brief description, 
analysis and recommendation for each of the 32 pinch points.  Each pinch point in the table has an ID number in the first column that 
corresponds to the pinch points in the map.  

 (Insert map after this page in the PDF) 

Region 3 
Maintenance District 8 

Wide & Long Load 
Pinch Pts 

Vertical Clearance 
Pinch Pts 

Heavy Load 
Pinch Pts 

Combination Pinch Pts   
(ex.- WL/VC) 

Total 

Total 18 13 0 1 (WL/VC) 32 
Low Priority Pinch Pts 15 11 0 1 27 
High Priority Pinch Pts 3 2 0 0 5 

Region 3 

Maintenance District 8  August 20, 2015 



Region 3 – Maintenance District 8 Pinch Points 

Black Lines: Reduction        
Review Routes  
Red Lines: Maintenance 
District Boundaries 

Red: Wide & Long (WL) Load Pinch Pt. 
Green: Vertical Clearance (VC) Pinch Pt. 
Blue: Combination Pinch Pt. 
Purple: Heavy Load (HL) Pinch Pt. 
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*  Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads 
 

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

 
General Information 

 
Pinch Point Type * 

Location & Description 

 
 

Analysis & Recommendation 

 
 

Digital Video Log Image 
 

Pinch Point # 1  
OR138 
138 
MP 47.0 to MP 51.0 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
12 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This section of highway is east of 
Roseburg in the Umpqua National Forest 
and has sharp curves and narrow 
shoulders.  During the winter months it 
is difficult for the OD loads to get 
through this section because there is not 
enough area off the pavement for snow 
piles. 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but extends for 4 miles through 
mountainous terrain. 
Pinch point is located on a highway that is a 
MCTD Route Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ 
width). 
 OR58 to the north is an alternate route for 
wide and long loads over the Cascades. 
Recommendation: Low Priority Pinch Point. 

 
Pinch Point # 2 
OR138 
138 
MP 85.0 to MP 100.0 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
18  

Pinch Point type: WL 
This section of highway is north of 
Crater Lake.  During the winter months 
it is difficult for the OD loads to get 
through this section because there is not 
enough area off the pavement for snow 
piles. 
 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but extends for 15 miles. Pinch 
point is located on a highway that is a MCTD 
Route Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ width). 
OR58 to the north is an alternate route for 
wide and long loads over the Cascades. 
Recommendation: Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 

 
Pinch Point # 3 
OR230 
233 
MP 10.32 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
15 
 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the Muir Creek Bridge north of 
OR62 in the Rogue River National Forest 
The bridge is narrow with no shoulders. 
During the winter months it is difficult 
for the OD loads to cross this bridge 
because there is not enough area off the 
pavement for snow piles. 
 

Pinch point is located on a highway that is a 
MCTD Route Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ 
width).  Pinch point is one of 4 WL pinch 
points within a 10-mile section of the highway. 
 
Recommendation: Low Priority Pinch Point. 
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* Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

General Information 

Pinch Point Type * 
Location & Description Analysis & Recommendation Digital Video Log Image 

Pinch Point # 4 
OR230 
233 
MP 4.0  to MP 6.0 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
15 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This section of highway is north of OR62 
in the Rogue River National Forest. It has 
tight curves and narrow shoulders.  
During the winter months it is difficult 
for the OD loads to get through this 
section because there is not enough 
area off the pavement for snow piles. 

Pinch point is one of 4 WL pinch points within 
a 10-mile section of the highway. 
Pinch point is located on a highway that is a 
MCTD Route Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ 
width).  Recommendation: Low Priority Pinch 
Point. 

Pinch Point # 5 
OR230 
233 
MP 0.96 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
15 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the Bybee Creek Bridge north of 
OR62 in the Rogue River National Forest 
The bridge is narrow with no shoulders. 
During the winter months it is difficult 
for the OD loads to cross this bridge 
because there is not enough area off the 
pavement for snow piles. 

Pinch point is one of 4 WL pinch points within 
a 10-mile section of the highway. 
Pinch point is located on a highway that is a 
MCTD Route Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ 
width).   

Recommendation: Low Priority Pinch Point. 

Pinch Point # 6 
OR230 
233 
MP 0.58 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
15 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the Castle Creek Bridge north of 
OR62 in the Rogue River National Forest 
The bridge is narrow with no shoulders. 
During the winter months it is difficult 
for the OD loads to cross this bridge 
because there is not enough area off the 
pavement for snow piles. 

Pinch point is one of 4 WL pinch points within 
a 10-mile section of the highway. 
Pinch point is located on a highway that is a 
MCTD Route Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ 
width).   

Recommendation: Low Priority Pinch Point. 
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*  Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads 
 

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

 
General Information 

 
Pinch Point Type * 

Location & Description 

 
 

Analysis & Recommendation 

 
 

Digital Video Log Image 
 

Pinch Point # 7 
OR62 
022 
MP 21.16 to MP 21.54 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
15 
 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This section of highway is north of Shady 
Cove along the Rogue River. It has 
narrow shoulders with a rock wall on 
west side and guardrail on east side.   

This pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint. However, the highway is adjacent 
to huge rock outcroppings on the west side. 
Removal of the pinch point would involve 
significant environmental issues and major 
earthwork and construction. Pinch point is 
located on a highway that is a MCTD Route 
Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ width). 
Recommendation: Low Priority Pinch Point. 

 
Pinch Point # 8 
OR140 
270 
MP -4.52 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
12 
 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the Whetstone Creek Bridge on 
Kirtland Road in north Medford. The 
bridge is narrow with no shoulders. This 
county road along with several other 
roads now comprise the westerly 
extension of OR140. These county roads 
need to transition into a state highway 
with highway design standards.   

This is one of three WL pinch points along the 
new alignment of OR140.    Over-dimension 
excavation equipment is transported along 
this route for use in local sand, rock and gravel 
operations. 
Impact of Removing Pinch Point: This RRR 
segment would probably be able to 
accommodate wider and longer loads.   
Recommendation: High Priority Pinch Point.   

 
Pinch Point # 9 
OR140 
270 
MP -1.16 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
12 
 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is intersection of Agate Road and 
Avenue G in North Medford. It is difficult 
for wide and long loads to turn at this 
intersection. This county road along with 
several other roads now comprises the 
westerly extension of OR140. These 
county roads need to transition into a 
state highway with highway design 
standards.   

This is one of three WL pinch points along the 
new alignment of OR140.    Over-dimension 
excavation equipment is transported along 
this route for use in local sand, rock and gravel 
operations. 
Impact of Removing Pinch Point: This RRR 
segment would probably be able to 
accommodate wider and longer loads.   
Recommendation: High Priority Pinch Point.   
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*  Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads 
 

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

 
General Information 

 
Pinch Point Type * 

Location & Description 

 
 

Analysis & Recommendation 

 
 

Digital Video Log Image 

Pinch Point #10 
OR140 
270 
MP -0.20 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
12 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the intersection of Agate Road 
and Leigh Way in North Medford. It is 
difficult for wide and long loads to turn 
at this intersection. This county road 
along with several other roads now 
comprise the westerly extension of 
OR140. These county roads need to 
transition into a state highway with 
highway design standards.   

This is one of three WL pinch points along the 
new alignment of OR140.    Over-dimension 
excavation equipment is transported along 
this route for use in local sand, rock and gravel 
operations. 
Impact of Removing Pinch Point: This RRR 
segment would probably be able to 
accommodate wider and longer loads.   
Recommendation: High Priority Pinch Point.   

 
Pinch Point #11 
I-5 
001 
MP 31.31 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.              
This is the Table Rock Rd. overpass in 
Medford. This is a High Route and VC 
should be 17’-4” but the NB VC is 16’09” 
& 16’08”.  SB VC is 17’01” & 17’03”. 
 
 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there is another VC pinch point 
a few hundred feet south. 
  
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 

 
Pinch Point #12 
I-5 
001 
MP 30.29 
Travel Direction: NB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.              
This is the OR62 overpass in Medford. 
This is a High Route and VC should be 
17’-4” but the NB VC is 16’07”, 16’11” & 
17’02”.  SB VC is OK. 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there is another VC pinch point 
a few hundred feet north. 
  
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
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*  Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads 
 

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

 
General Information 

 
Pinch Point Type * 

Location & Description 

 
 

Analysis & Recommendation 

 
 

Digital Video Log Image 
 

Pinch Point #13 
I-5 
001 
MP 28.94 to MP 28.33 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 

Pinch Point type: WL & VC 
This is the Medford Viaduct over Bear 
Creek in Medford.  It has no shoulders 
and low mast arms.  Need more 
research for VC data. 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are two lanes in each 
direction.  Need more research to obtain 
height of mast arm and sign.  MCTD staff 
indicate that the structure is probably not any 
lower than the height of the nearest 
overpasses. 
  
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 

 
Pinch Point #14 
OR99 
025 
MP -2.65 
Travel Direction: NB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.      
This is the I-5 overpass in Grants Pass. 
This is an NHS Route and VC should be 
17’-0” but the VC is 16’07” NB.  No SB. 
 
 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there is another VC pinch point 
(Caveman Bridge) about 2.5 miles south. 
In addition, US199 is an alternate route for OD 
loads and is close by.  
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 

 
Pinch Point # 15 
OR99 
027 
MP -0.14 
Travel Direction: SB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC and WL.      
This is the Caveman Bridge (6th St) in 
Grants Pass.  It has two lanes but no 
shoulders. 
This is an NHS Route and VC should be 
17’-0” but the VC is 15’00”.  The parallel 
NB bridge does not have any VC issues.  
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are two lanes SB on the 
bridge.  In addition, US199 is an alternate 
route for OD loads and is close by.  
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
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*  Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads 
 

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

 
General Information 

 
Pinch Point Type * 

Location & Description 

 
 

Analysis & Recommendation 

 
 

Digital Video Log Image 
 

Pinch Point # 16 
US199 
025 
MP 0.22 
Travel Direction: NB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.      
This is the OR238 overpass in Grants 
Pass. This is an NHS Route and VC should 
be 17’-0” but the NB VC is 15’06”.  No SB 
structure. 
 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint. The VC is about 1.5’ lower than the 
design standard & the only other VC pinch 
point on this RRR segment are some traffic 
signal cables in Cave Junction (#32). 
Impact of Removing Pinch Point: This RRR 
segment would probably be able to 
accommodate taller loads.   
Recommendation: High Priority Pinch Point.   

 
Pinch Point #17  
I-5 
001 
MP 49.50 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 - 420 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the Rogue River Bridge west of 
Gold Hill. 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are two lanes in each 
direction. 
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 

 
Pinch Point #18 
I-5 
001 
MP 45.63 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 - 420 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the Rogue River Valley of the 
Rogue Bridge west of Gold Hill.  
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are two lanes in each 
direction. 
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
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*  Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads 
 

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

 
General Information 

 
Pinch Point Type * 

Location & Description 

 
 

Analysis & Recommendation 

 
 

Digital Video Log Image 
 

Pinch Point #19 
I-5 
001 
MP 45.43 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the Homestead Bridge west of 
Gold Hill.   
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are two lanes in each 
direction. 
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 

 
Pinch Point #20 
OR99 
025 
MP 10.83 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
1 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the Birdseye Creek Bridge near 
the Valley of the Rogue State Park.  The 
bridge has narrow shoulders. 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but I-5 is an alternate route for OD 
loads and is close by.  
Pinch point is located on a highway that is a 
MCTD Route Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ 
width). 
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 
 

 
Pinch Point #21 
OR99 
025 
MP 11.36 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
1 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the Foots Creek Bridge near the 
Valley of the Rogue State Park.  The 
bridge has narrow shoulders. 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but I-5 is an alternate route for OD 
loads and is close by.  
Pinch point is located on a highway that is a 
MCTD Route Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ 
width). 
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
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*  Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads 
 

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

 
General Information 

 
Pinch Point Type * 

Location & Description 

 
 

Analysis & Recommendation 

 
 

Digital Video Log Image 
 

Pinch Point # 22 
OR99 
025 
MP 12.21 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
1 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This is the Millers Gulch Bridge near the 
Valley of the Rogue State Park.  It does 
not have any shoulders. 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but I-5 is an alternate route for OD 
loads and is close by.  
Pinch point is located on a highway that is a 
MCTD Route Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ 
width). 
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 
  

Pinch Point #23 
OR99 
060 
MP 12.60 & 12.63 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
1 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.      
This is the I-5 overpass in Rogue River. 
This is a non-NHS Route and VC should 
be 16’-0” but the NB & SB VC is 15’00”. 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but I-5 is an alternate route for OD 
loads and is close by.  
Pinch point is located on a highway that is a 
MCTD Route Map 6 restriction (max. 12’ 
width). 
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 
  

Pinch Point #24 
I-5 
001 
MP 24.41 
Travel Direction: SB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.              
This is the Fern Valley Rd. overpass in 
Phoenix. This is a High Route and VC 
should be 17’-4” but the SB VC is 17’02” 
& 17’00”.  NB VC is OK. 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are 6 other VC pinch 
points within this 24-mile section of I-5. US97 
to OR58 is the closest alternate route for OD 
loads.  
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
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*  Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads 
 

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

 
General Information 

 
Pinch Point Type * 

Location & Description 

 
 

Analysis & Recommendation 

 
 

Digital Video Log Image 
 

Pinch Point #25 
I-5 
001 
MP 18.56 
Travel Direction: SB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 
 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.              
This is the Butler Creek Rd. overpass in 
north Ashland. This is a High Route and 
VC should be 17’-4” but the SB VC is 
17’02” & 16’08”. NB VC is OK. 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are 6 other VC pinch 
points within this 24-mile section of I-5. US97 
to OR58 is the closest alternate route for OD 
loads.  
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 

 
Pinch Point #26 
I-5 
001 
MP 16.70 
Travel Direction: SB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.              
This is the Mountain Ave. overpass in 
Ashland. This is a High Route and VC 
should be 17’-4” but the SB VC is 16’07” 
& 16’05”. NB VC is OK. 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are 6 other VC pinch 
points within this 24-mile section of I-5. US97 
to OR58 is the closest alternate route for OD 
loads.  
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 

 
Pinch Point #27 
I-5 
001 
MP 14.77 
Travel Direction: NB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.              
This is the E. Main St. overpass in 
Ashland. This is a High Route and VC 
should be 17’-4” but the NB VC is 16’10” 
& 16’00”.  SB VC is OK. 
 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are 6 other VC pinch 
points within this 24-mile section of I-5. US97 
to OR58 is the closest alternate route for OD 
loads.  
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
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*  Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads 
 

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

 
General Information 

 
Pinch Point Type * 

Location & Description 

 
 

Analysis & Recommendation 

 
 

Digital Video Log Image 
 

Pinch Point #28 
I-5 
001 
MP 11.93 
Travel Direction: NB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.              
This is the Central OR & Pacific R/R 
Bridge south of Ashland. This is a High 
Route and VC should be 17’-4’’ but the 
NB VC is 16’08” & 17’01”.  SB VC is OK.  

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are 6 other VC pinch 
points within this 24-mile section of I-5. US97 
to OR58 is the closest alternate route for OD 
loads.  
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 

 
Pinch Point #29 
I-5 
001 
MP 11.89 
Travel Direction: NB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.              
This is the OR99 overpass south of 
Ashland. This is a High Route and VC 
should be 17’-4” but the NB VC is 17’03” 
& 17’00”.  SB VC is OK. 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are 6 other VC pinch 
points within this 24-mile section of I-5. US97 
to OR58 is the closest alternate route for OD 
loads.  
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
 

 
Pinch Point #30 
I-5 
001 
MP 0.97 
Travel Direction: NB 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
250 – 420 
 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.              
This is the OR273 overpass just north of 
the border. This is a High Route and VC 
should be 17’-4” but the NB VC is 16’09” 
& 17’01”.  SB VC is OK. 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but there are 6 other VC pinch 
points within this 24-mile section of I-5. US97 
to OR58 is the closest alternate route for OD 
loads.  
 
Recommendation:  Low Priority Pinch Point. 
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*  Pinch Point Types:  WL = Wide & Long Loads,  VC = Vertical Clearance  HL = Heavy Loads 
 

DIST 8 PINCH POINT 
DATA TABLE 

 
General Information 

 
Pinch Point Type * 

Location & Description 

 
 

Analysis & Recommendation 

 
 

Digital Video Log Image 
 

Pinch Point # 31 
US199 
025 
MP 7.00 to MP 41.69 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
15 
 
 

Pinch Point type: WL 
This 35-mile long pinch point is located 
south of the OR260 and is primarily a 2-
lane highway with many curves and 
narrow shoulders. 
 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint but extends for 35 miles.  
 
Recommendation: Low Priority Pinch Point. 

 
Pinch Point # 32 
US199 
025 
MP 28.85 
Travel Direction: Both 
Approx. # of Over-
dimension loads/month: 
15 
 
 

Pinch Point Type: VC.      
This is the Watkins St. intersection in 
Cave Junction. This is an NHS Route and 
VC should be 17’-0”.  The traffic signal 
cables are lower than 17’ but need more 
research to obtain actual height. 

Pinch point appears to be a significant 
constraint. There is only one other VC pinch 
point on the RRR segment (#16) which is 
recommended as a High Priority Pinch point. 
In addition it appears that there would not be 
significant costs in removing the pinch point. 
Impact of Removing Pinch Point: This RRR 
segment would probably be able to 
accommodate taller loads.   
Recommendation: High Priority Pinch Point.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   



 

APPENDIX 
 

 

The HOLPP Study 

The Highway Over-dimension Load Pinch Points (HOLPP) study is being conducted by the ODOT Freight Planning Unit. The purpose 
of the study is to identify, analyze and rank highway pinch points that restrict the movement of over-dimension loads. This study will 
implement Strategy 5.2 in the Oregon Freight Plan. http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/pages/ofp.aspx.  Please refer to the HOLPP 
scope of work for more information about this study.  

Pinch points are due to width, length, vertical clearance (VC) or weight constraints and can include low overpasses, narrow roadways, 
sharp curves, weight-restricted bridges and other features. Since the daily routing for over-dimension loads is coordinated between the 
Motor Carrier Transportation Division (MCTD) and the ODOT maintenance districts, both of these groups are actively involved in this 
study.  Each maintenance district will be analyzed to obtain information about pinch points. 

The economy of the state and nation depends on transporting over-dimension loads such as equipment and goods from where the 
product is manufactured or assembled to where it will ultimately be used.  The efficient and safe movement of over-dimension loads is 
critical to Oregon in meeting its goals of economic competitiveness, retaining, and attracting heavy industry including those that involve 
haulage of large loads.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/pages/ofp.aspx
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DEFINITIONS 
 

Heavy Load Pinch Point  

Pinch points for heavy loads are bridges along the highway that cannot support the weight of over-dimension loads.  The most current 
list of weight-restricted bridges provided by the ODOT Bridge Program shows that none of the weight-restricted bridges can handle a 
weight in excess of 60,000 lbs. Since the MCTD’s definition of an over-dimension load includes vehicles and/or combination weight that 
exceed 80,000 lbs., pinch points for heavy loads are weight-restricted bridges. The MTCD Permit Unit is providing the data for Heavy 
Load pinch points for this study. 

 

High Route 

High routes are state highways designated as the routes used to move over-dimension loads that need a high vertical clearance.  The 
High Routes are listed in the Highway Design Manual. A map showing the High Routes in District 3 is located on page 16 of the 
Appendix. See “Vertical Clearance Pinch Point” below for more information about High Routes. 

 

Over-dimension Load 

This study uses the definition in ORS 818 to define what an over-dimension load is. Drivers need a permit when a vehicle combination 
exceeds any of the following dimensions:  

• Width of the load exceeds 8 feet 6 inches 

• Height of the vehicle or vehicle combination exceed 14 feet 

• Front overhang exceeds 4 feet beyond the front of the bumper of the vehicle 

• Load is greater than 40 feet and extends 5 feet beyond the end of the semi-trailer; or load less than or equal to 40 feet exceeds 
1/3 of the wheelbase of the combination, whichever is less. 
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• Vehicle combination length that exceeds those authorized on the reverse of MCTD Group Map 1.  

• Any single axle weight that exceeds 20,000 lbs.  Any tandem axle weight that exceeds 34,000 lbs. and gross combination weight 
that exceeds 80,000 lbs.  

 

Examples of over-dimension loads include cranes, excavators, steel plates, modular/manufactured homes, steel beams, generators, 
bulldozers, wheel loaders, forklifts, boats, feller bunchers, scrapers, dump trucks, backhoes, drillers, transformers, windmill turbines 
(blades, hubs & nacelles) and other industrial equipment. 

 

Reduction Review Routes (RRR) 

Reduction Review Routes are the highways associated with ORS 366.215 and OAR 731-012-0010. The statute states that the OTC 
may not permanently reduce vehicle-carrying capacity of identified freight route. Exceptions are allowed if safety or access 
considerations require the reduction. An exception may be granted by OTC if it is in the best interest of the state and freight movement 
is not unreasonably impeded.  

These highways were selected as the routes to be analyzed in the HOLPP Study because most of the truck freight moves on these 
highways, it includes all of the Oregon Highway Plan Freight Routes and the freight stakeholders identified these as the highways 
critical to the movement of freight in the state.   
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RRR Segment  

A Reduction Review Route (RRR) segment is a section of a RRR between two intersecting RRR. 

 

 

Vertical Clearance Pinch Point   

VC pinch points are based on the vertical clearance design standards in the Oregon Highway Design Manual: 17’-4” on High Routes, 
17’-0” on NHS Non-High Routes and 16’-0” on Non-NHS and Non-High Routes. The MCTD Over-Dimension Permit Unit is providing 
the data for VC pinch points. 

The VC measurements in this report are the actual VC measurements used for ODOT Bridge data. The MCTD takes the actual VC 
measurement from the Bridge Unit and adds a 4” buffer when routing over-dimension loads as a safety buffer.  For example, if an 
overpass has an actual VC of 16’-4”, the MCTD will not route any truck under it that has a load that is taller than 16’. 

If there is at least one travel lane with the minimum clearance then it is NOT a VC pinch point in that direction. Each direction is 
reviewed separately in this determination. If there is an up & over at an interchange that does not meet the VC then it is NOT a pinch 
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point. There must be an up & over for each direction in order for it NOT to be a VC pinch point. Data for sign bridges was not available 
for this study. 

 

Wide and Long Pinch Point   

Pinch points for wide and long loads are specific locations along the highway where it is difficult or impossible to move some over-
dimension loads due to horizontal constraints.  This study does not define any minimum dimensions of an over-dimension load. ODOT 
Maintenance District staff has identified Wide and Long pinch points based on their experience and knowledge of routing over-
dimension loads on the highways within their district.  

Examples of pinch points for wide and long loads may include narrow horizontal clearance (due to rock faces or slopes), guard rails, 
sharp curves, narrow bridges,  diamond interchanges, curbs, non-removable signs, medians, enhancements at pedestrian crosswalks, 
intersections and other horizontal constraints. Temporary width restrictions due to maintenance or construction are not included. 
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MAINTENANCE DISTRICT 8 BOUNDARIES AND HIGH ROUTES 
 

 

                             The green highways are the High Routes. All of the High Routes in District 8 are RRR. 
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Pinch Point Rating Criteria 
 

High Priority Pinch Points for Wide & Long Loads 

 
1. All High Priority WL Pinch points on the same RRR segment (See “RRR segment” definition in Appendix) must be separated 

from any other WL pinch point on that RRR segment by at least 15 miles (either direction). This criterion may help focus on 
situations where by removing one pinch point can open up a RRR segment to wider and longer loads. 

 
2. All High Priority WL pinch points must be less than one mile in length. 

 
 

High Priority Vertical Clearance Pinch Points 

 

3. All High Priority VC pinch points must be at least 6” less than the design standard for that type of highway. 

 
4. All High Priority VC Pinch points on the same RRR segment (See “RRR segment” definition on page 14) must be separated from 

any other VC pinch point on that RRR segment by at least 15 miles (either direction).  This criterion may help focus on situations 
where by removing one pinch point can open up a RRR segment to taller loads 

 
 
 

High Priority for Combination Pinch Points 
 
 

5. Combination pinch point types (like a WL/VC pinch point) only have to meet the criteria for one type of pinch point listed above. 
For example, if a WL/VC pinch point meets the criteria listed above for WL pinch points, then it does not need to meet the criteria 
for VC pinch points in order to be categorized as a High Priority pinch point. 

 



20 
 

 

High Priority Heavy Load Pinch Points 

 
6. All HL pinch points are categorized as High Priority pinch points since there are very few weight-restricted bridges on the RRR.  

 

Other Information 

 
7. Special circumstances can warrant a High Priority ranking of a pinch point and must be documented. 

 

8. All other pinch points not meeting the criteria listed in 1 through 7 above are rated as Low Priority. 
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Key Takeaways from Trade & Logistics Initiative Kick-Off 

Portland, July 24, 2015 

CHALLENGES Impacting Oregon Shippers 

Macro Challenges- 

· Increasing price of the dollar 
 

· Increase in mega-ships (too large to call in Portland)  
 

· Alliances among carriers which constrain individual carriers from creatively working with 
niche markets 
 

· Global repositioning of cargo—trade agreements will move production to SE Asia, more 
cargo moving through Suez Canal to US East Coast which is where greater population and 
distribution centers are located. Fewer West Coast calls means fewer containers available 
for PNW exports.  
 

· Lack of Portland Container Service- Complete Dependence on Truck and Rail 
To/From Puget Sound. Continued Congestion/Delay at Seattle/Tacoma. 
 

o Jeopardizes ability to deliver to customers by promised deadlines, constant 
stress 

Trucking Challenges- 

· Driver shortage, high turnover of drivers, regulatory issues such as Hours of Service 
 

· No national heavy weight truck framework, no heavy trucks/chassis allowed in CA impacting 
those seeking to access Oakland  
 

· Trucking shortage, age of truckers is 21, should be 18 
 

· Increase costs of trucking goods has inflation effect on cost of living, economy 
 

· Increase in trucks is an environmental concern as well. Barge/rail is more preferable 
 

· Assuring heavyweight chassis for the export (agriculture and forest products) loads heading 
northbound to Puget Sound, when the import (southbound) cargo is on the regular chassis.  
 

· Chassis availability and inspections  
 

Additional (Aftermath of West Coast Labor Contract Crisis) Challenges- 

· Short windows of time for cargo to be accepted at NW terminals, about 2 days 
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· Shipping costs have doubled and tripled, destroying margins, particularly for refrigerated 
products  
 

· Delays in the supply chain, waiting for containers to unload in Seattle/Tacoma and move to 
Portland  

 
· Domestic container supply disruption—when ships quit calling in Portland, moving 

containers cross country into Portland became strategic disadvantage. Previously, domestic 
companies had agreements with steamship lines to move containers into the area.  

 
· NW Container yard has thousands of unused containers. 

 
SOLUTIONS (or, WORK-AROUNDS necessitated by the lack of Columbia River liner 
service) 

Current and Near Term- 

· Drop-pick program where customers receive containers in the middle of the night, which 
they can load in the morning and deliver to the port  
 

· Shippers using NW Container can log in and see how many free days they have for 
imports, and what the cut-off and acceptance window is for exports.  
 

· Run trucks from ports to rail yards 
 

· Customers located in California and elsewhere taking delivery direct from carrier via LA 
and Long Beach, rather than via the Portland area warehouse  

Longer Term- 

· Coordination of accurate information between port, carriers, terminals, State 
Departments of Transportation, and truckers  
 

· Peel Off Yard(s) to relieve congestion at the terminals. Park there to organize and stack. 
LA model recently implemented, Oakland exploring this.  

 
· Rail solutions, to load Willamette Valley origin exports destined to Puget Sound onto the 

rail further south in Oregon (i.e. Eugene). Pending UP and BNSF cooperation  
 

· Ramping up barge service on Snake/Columbia River system. Would be ready to start 
doing 200 containers a week and calling at Lewiston, Pasco, Umatilla, Boardman if 
ILWU labor was flexible and did not require over a dozen people to be hired to work the 
barges. 
 

· West Coast barge service with origin at Seattle/Tacoma, with stops all the way down 
West Coast including Portland and Newport, to LA/Long Beach. Feeder service back up.  
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· Load Matching Service to coordinate import/export runs and reduce costs. (Problem is 
that imports can use light chassis and 40 foot containers, exports ship heavy)  
 

· Shipper community rallies to support Port of Portland to recruit new carrier, spread net 
wide to attract companies. Need 5-7 importers to anchor service, show that labor is 
cooperative 

 



RÉSUMÉ 
OF 

SCOTT L. PARKINSON 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
ARG TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 
2005 to Present – President and owner of diversified transportation services company providing logistics 
solutions in multiple modes.  Operate the San Pedro & Southwestern Railroad in Southeast Arizona and 
the Coos Bay Rail Link in Western Oregon. Coos Bay Rail Link chosen as the Railway Age shortline 
railroad of the year for 2014.  Transmodal services provided to hardwood export customers in Virginia 
and Tennessee from operating subsidiary Front Royal Transload.  Aircraft acquisition and leasing through 
subsidiary holding company ARG Aviation Services.  Responsible for financial oversight, strategic 
planning and business development for the family of companies. 
   
U.S. NAVY 
1987 to Present - Professional Military Officer for over 28 years.  Active duty Naval Aviator for seven 
years from 1987 to 1994.  Veteran of Operations Desert Shield / Storm.  Aide-de-Camp for senior U.S. 
Admiral at NATO Portugal.  Recalled to active duty for Operation Iraqi Freedom – 2003 at U.S, Naval 
Forces Central Command, Bahrain.   Recalled to active duty for Operation Enduring Freedom – 
2013/2014 at NATO Training Mission – Afghanistan, Kabul. Currently Staff Officer at Commander 
THIRD Fleet Joint Forces Maritime Component Commander unit providing reserve augmentation to the 
U.S. Navy THIRD Fleet. 

EVERGREEN HELICOPTERS 
2004 to 2005 – Vice President Sales & Marketing for international aviation services company.  
Responsible for marketing and implementation of rotary and fixed wing service contracts to corporate, 
government and NGO markets.  Led sales team in employing fleet of over 100 aircraft in worldwide 
operations.  Hands-on project management for program start-ups. 
 
CSI AVIATION SERVICES 
1997 to 2003 – Vice President Sales & Marketing for air charter management company.  Responsible for 
leading sales and marketing for international provider of airliner charters and leases.  Project manager for 
corporate and government air charter programs.  Supervised program providing the Justice Prisoner and 
Alien Transport System (JPATS) with aircraft for transporting federal prisoners and undocumented aliens 
throughout continental US and Latin America. 
 
EDUCATION 
  
Bachelor of Science, Cornell University, 1987 
Master of Business Administration, University of New Mexico, 1998 



Kevin Downing – Biography  
 
Kevin Downing has worked for the Department of Environmental Quality since 1992 
where he initially led the efforts of the Department to respond to the challenges of the 
1990 amendments to the Clean Air Act by meeting every one of the requisite deadlines 
on time.  He has also been responsible for the development and implementation of 
multiple air and water quality programs including nonpoint source pollution reduction 
projects, vapor recovery from marine loading of petroleum products and air quality 
regional maintenance plans.  In the past few years he has been leading the state’s efforts 
to reduce the impact of diesel emissions through the creation of a public/private 
partnership to support installing advanced pollution controls on existing diesel vehicles in 
public and private fleets across the state.  He is a founding member of the steering 
committee of the West Coast Diesel Collaborative.  He has made numerous presentations 
on the application of clean diesel technology to citizen, business and academic groups in 
Oregon as well as elsewhere in the Pacific Northwest and nationally.     
 



Deena Platman <dkp@dksassociates.com>

Re: OFAC Membership Invitation
1 message

Paul M. Eliason <meliason@up.com> Mon, Aug 24, 2015 at 3:49 PM
To: Deena Platman <dkp@dksassociates.com>

Deena,
See below and let me know if this is sufficient.  Thanks.

Michael Eliason, Director of Public Affairs

        Oregon and Washington

Michael Eliason was appointed Union Pacific Director of Public Affairs for Oregon & Washington in 2015, replacing Brock Nelson who retired June 1. In
this capacity, Eliason is responsible for overseeing all public affairs matters in Oregon and Washington. 

Prior to joining Union Pacific, Eliason served as Public Affairs Counsel for the Associated General Contractors Oregon-Columbia Chapter, where he
provided legal and regulatory analysis, legislative bill drafting, as well as supporting the Public and Strategic Affairs team with state government relations.

He began his career at the Association of Oregon Counties as a lobbyist and moved to deputy legal counsel before becoming legal counsel in early
2012. His portfolio consisted of numerous issues, including public contracting, labor relations, election law, and transportation.

Eliason earned a bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Management from Western Washington University, received his Juris Doctorate from
Williamette University, and is a member of the Oregon State Bar. 

____________________
Mike Eliason
Director of Public Affairs
Union Pacific Railroad
5032493079

From:        Deena Platman <dkp@dksassociates.com>
To:        "Paul M. Eliason" <meliason@up.com>
Cc:        Susie Lahsene <Susie.Lahsene@portofportland.com>, "O'LAUGHLIN Roseann" <roseann.olaughlin@odot.state.or.us>
Date:        08/20/2015 08:10 AM
Subject:        Re: OFAC Membership Invitation



This email originated from outside of the company. Please use discretion if opening attachments or clicking on links.

 

Excellent news!  Please send me a short bio that I can share with the committee?

Thanks,

Deena

Deena Platman, Senior Project Manager
Main Ph: (503) 2433500 | Direct Line: 5039721242 | Mobile: 5037087984 

Email: dkp@dksassociates.com

On Thu, Aug 20, 2015 at 7:51 AM, Paul M. Eliason <meliason@up.com> wrote:
Thanks Deena. Yes, I definitely would like to be added to the OFAC. Really looking forward to participating; however, I have
a conflict for the September meeting. If I can move my conflict I will attend. Thanks again!

Mike Eliason
Union Pacific

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 19, 2015, at 8:45 AM, Deena Platman <dkp@dksassociates.com> wrote:

This email originated from outside of the company. Please use discretion if opening attachments or clicking on links.

Hi Mike,

I'm reaching out to you as the membership chair for the Oregon Freight Advisory Committee. Roseann forwarded your email regarding your replacement
of Brock Nelson as the Director of Public Affairs. We would like to forward your name for appointment to OFAC. As a senior representative for UPRR,
your perspective and knowledge of the freight rail community is vital to the work of OFAC.

OFAC meets quarterly with our next meeting scheduled for September 8th in Grants Pass. Here is a link to the site so you can get a flavor of the topics
and members. http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/pages/ofac.aspx

At the September meeting, the committee will discuss new membership and vote on a slate of representatives to forward to the ODOT Director for



approval. I'd like to confirm that we can add your name to the list. I'm available to answer any questions you may have.

Thanks,

Deena

Deena Platman, Senior Project Manager
Main Ph: (503) 2433500 | Direct Line: 5039721242 | Mobile: 5037087984 

Email: dkp@dksassociates.com

**

This email and any attachments may contain information that is confidential and/or privileged for the sole use of the intended
recipient. Any use, review, disclosure, copying, distribution or reliance by others, and any forwarding of this email or its
contents, without the express permission of the sender is strictly prohibited by law. If you are not the intended recipient,
please contact the sender immediately, delete the email and destroy all copies.

**

**

This email and any attachments may contain information that is confidential and/or privileged for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any use, review,
disclosure, copying, distribution or reliance by others, and any forwarding of this email or its contents, without the express permission of the sender is
strictly prohibited by law. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender immediately, delete the email and destroy all copies.

**
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ConnectOregon VI 
Oregon’s Multimodal Investment Program 

 
What is ConnectOregon? 
ConnectOregon is a lottery-backed bond initiative, managed by 
ODOT, that provides grants to public and private entities for air, 
bicycle/pedestrian, marine, rail, and transit projects that ensure 
Oregon’s transportation system is strong, diverse, and efficient.  
 
How does it work – and what is the funding?  
Managed by the Oregon Department of Transportation, 
ConnectOregon is a stakeholder-driven process that includes in-depth 
review of project applications by several committees. These various 
committees meet over a six-month period, ultimately creating a 
prioritized list of recommended projects that goes to the Oregon 
Transportation Commission for a final decision. 

 
Funding: $45 million is available for ConnectOregon VI, with at least 10 percent of the total 
fund ($4.5 million each/$22.5 million total) to each of the five legislatively-designated regions. 
Visit http://www.oregon.gov/odot/td/tp/pages/connector.aspx for a map of regions. The program 
does not have a minimum or maximum request amount. Applicants must match at least 30 
percent of total project costs. 

 
Who is eligible to apply… and what kind of projects are eligible? 

• Public agencies and groups 
• Private entities 
• Non-profit organizations 

Eligible projects are those that involve and enhance the modes of air, bicycle/pedestrian, 
marine, rail, and transit. Operating costs and highway projects are not eligible. 
 
Key dates 

• Applications available: October 5, 2015 
• Applications due:  November 20, 2015 
• Projects awarded:  August 2016 

 
 

Contact: Chris Cummings, Freight Planning Unit Manager 
(503) 986-3703 

christopher.j.cummings@odot.state.or.us 

http://www.oregon.gov/odot/td/tp/pages/connector.aspx
mailto:christopher.j.cummings@odot.state.or.us


OFAC Bylaws Update – September 2015 

 

 

Section/Issue Concern Recommendation 
   
   
Membership type –  
ARTICLE II, Section 1, a-d, Section 2, a-b, Section 
3, b-c, Section 4, a-b, Section 5, a-d, ARTICLE III, 
Section 2, b-e, Section 5, a, ARTICLE IV, Section 
2, a,d, Section 3, a-b, ARTICLEV, a-c 

Associate members are not allowed to vote. 
OFAC has expressed interest in changing this 
restriction, particularly since many associate 
members attend regularly. 

Remove the type of membership and convert all 
associate members to general members in Jan 
2015.  

Term length –  
ARTICLE II, Section 5, a-e 

It’s unclear how term lengths are 
determined. Terms should be uniform for 
simplicity and fairness in addition to record 
keeping. 

Establish a uniform term length (4 years) for all 
members and adjust bylaws accordingly. Terms 
can remain staggered. Chair terms remain 
unchanged. 
 
Adjust all members to 4 year terms. Some 
members will gain term length and staggering will 
remain.  

Representation vs person – 
ARTICLE II, Section 2 

Bylaws do not require membership be based 
on organization represented which leads to 
members remaining on OFAC after they 
have changed organizations. This leads to 
additional and outdated memberships while 
some voices are missing. 

Add/revise language to specify categories of 
members including shippers, ports, railroads, 
aviation, trucking, ACTs, agriculture, industries, 
MPOs, environmental, research, engineering at-
large, etc. and language regarding organization 
change  

Reference to Freight Mobility Unit – 
Article II, Section 2, a, Article IV, Section 2, c 

No longer called this Amend to Freight Planning Unit and add ODOT 
language 



Current OFAC Representation 

Mode Reps Person 
Trucking   

State/Long-Haul 1 Jana 
Regional/Local/Short-Haul 1 Kristal 
Public Agency or Representation Organization 1 Jana 
Over-Dimensional 0 - 

Total 3  
Rail   

Short line 1 Martin 
Class I 1 Colleen 

Total 2  
Marine   

Ports 2 Susie, Martin 
Barge 1 Jerry 
Public Agency or Representation Organization 2 David H, Mark 

Total 5  
Aviation   

Public Agency or Representation Organization 1 Mitch 
Total 2  

Interest   
Agriculture/Industry   

Public Agency or Representation Organization 1 Katie 
Timber 0 - 
Grain 0 - 
Fisheries 0 - 
Nurseries 0 - 
Other (e.g. aggregate, mixed foods, wine, etc) 2 Brody, Greg 

Total 3  
Carriers (trucking) 2 Kristal, Gary 
Shippers 3 Tracy, Brody, Greg 
Economic 1 Wayne 
Environment 0 - 
Planning and Engineering 4 Deena, Lonnie, Mike M, Wayne 
Research 1 Sal 
Business Oregon 1 David H 
Public Agency   
Federal 2 David Rios, Nick 
Regional/MPO 2 Mike Q, Tim 
Local/ACTs 6 Martin, Alan, Lonnie, Mike M, Mike Q, 

Bob 
Total 10  

Other   
At-Large 2 Debra, David A 
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Mission  

 
The mission of the Oregon Freight Advisory Committee is to advise the Oregon 
Department of Transportation, Oregon Transportation Commission and Oregon 
Legislature on priorities, issues, projects and funding needs to improve freight 
mobility and to advocate for the importance of an efficient and connected freight 
transportation system to support the economic vitality of the State of Oregon.  
 
 
ARTICLE I. PURPOSE, VALUES, ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

Section 1. Purpose  
a.   The Oregon Freight Advisory Committee (OFAC or COMMITTEE) is 

defined in statute by ORS 366.212.  

b.   Bylaws of OFAC are created, deleted or amended consistent with ORS 
366.212 and upon deliberation and approval of a quorum of the Oregon 
Transportation Commission (OTC).  

c.   The purpose of OFAC is to advise the OTC and the Director of the 
Oregon Department of Transportation (DIRECTOR) on matters relating to 
the priorities, issues, freight mobility projects and funding requirements 
that impact multimodal freight mobility in Oregon.  

d.   Upon request, report to the Legislative Assembly on OFAC business and 
issues affecting freight mobility.  

Section 2. OFAC Values  
a. OFAC values inclusiveness in deliberations, respect for a variety of 

interests in transportation decisions, and informed decision making.  

OFAC shall:  

(1) Serve as a forum for discussion, an opportunity for joint action, and a 
source of knowledge and advice for State transportation decisions 
affecting freight mobility;  

(2) Promote the cross-sharing of information between private and public 
sectors on freight issues;  

(3) Advocate the importance of freight mobility to the economic well being 
of the State of Oregon and the region;  

(4) Champion a sound multi-modal freight and goods delivery network;  

(5) Communicate and coordinate regional priorities with other 
organizations, including ODOT Regions, Area Commissions on 
Transportation (ACTs), Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), 
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regional partnerships, regional investment boards, ODOT advisory 
committees, Economic Revitalization Teams (ERTs), etc.;  

(6) Inform and advise the OTC and DIRECTOR on policy, issues, freight 
mobility projects and funding requirements that impact freight mobility;  

(7) Make an annual report to the OTC on OFAC business and freight 
transportation policy recommendations;  

(8) Upon request, report to the Legislative Assembly on OFAC business 
and freight transportation policy recommendations.  

Section 3 The roles and responsibilities of OFAC shall include but are not 
limited to:  
a. Policy Development  

(1) Advise in the development and update of a Freight Master Plan for the 
State of Oregon.  

(2) Review and make recommendations on policy and planning initiatives 
that affect the multi-modal freight system network.  

(3) Monitor policy developmental activities of jurisdictions as they affect 
the movement of freight and the multi-modal freight network.  

b. Freight Mobility Project Selection Recommendations  

(1) Focus on identifying separate modal lists of high-priority freight 
projects in each of ODOT’s five regions.  

(2) Review and make recommendations regarding project-funding 
priorities for the State’s multi-modal freight network.  

 
 
ARTICLE II. MEMBERSHIP  

Section 1. Composition of Committee  
a.   The general membership of the COMMITTEE shall consist of not more 

than 32 members with full standing.  

b.   Membership in the COMMITTEE shall be open to any adult 
representative of a freight service provider, shipper, trade association, or 
business directly related to freight activities, representatives of 
development commissions, ACTs, MPOs, Maritime  Administration, and 
Federal Highway Administration and citizens experienced in freight 
mobility issues. Public agencies with interest in freight movement within 
the State of Oregon and throughout the region are also eligible. Members 
should be interested in advocating and advising on the cost effective and 
efficient movement of goods and services and able to contribute to the 
development and implementation of investments, policies and practices 
that benefit inter- and intra-state freight mobility. Members must be willing 
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to attend meetings and actively participate in the work of designated sub-
committees.  

c.   In addition to the general membership requirements, the COMMITTEE 
should strive to enhance diversity of freight interests by ensuring its 
membership draws upon all of the freight modal areas including trucking, 
rail, maritime, air, and pipeline. Membership should represent different 
geographic areas of the state and represent a cross-section of the major 
industrial sectors within the state. Additionally, ODOT is not a voting 
member and will participate to help inform discussions. ODOT staff shall 
include TDD Administrator, Planning Section Manager, Freight Program 
Manager and Freight Planning Unit Staff Liaison. 

Section 2. Appointment  
a.   Applications for membership shall be available through the Freight 

Planning Unit of ODOT.  

b.   The DIRECTOR shall appoint members.  
Section 3. Sub-committees  

a.   The COMMITTEE shall have standing sub-committees on “membership 
and nominations,” “policy and projects.” Other ad hoc sub-committees 
may be formed from time-to-time to conduct COMMITTEE business.  

b.   Sub-committee membership will be approved by simple majority of 
members at a regularly scheduled meeting.  

c.   Sub-committee membership may include any member in good standing.  

d.   All Sub-committee members shall have one vote each to cast during 
attendance at any subcommittee meeting.  

Section 4. Voting  
a.   Members shall have one vote each to cast during attendance at any 

general or special meeting.  
Section 5. Terms of Membership; Transitions to Staggered Terms  

a.   Members shall be appointed by the Director and shall serve a four-year 
term.  

b.   Thereafter, membership status will be reviewed annually by the 
membership sub-committee with one quarter of the members being 
reviewed annually.  

c.   If any member is absent without good cause from three consecutive 
regularly scheduled meetings, the CHAIR may declare this position 
vacant. The DIRECTOR will appoint an individual to fill the vacant position 
for the remainder of the vacant position’s term. ( DEF. OF GOOD 
STANDING) 
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d. If any Member no longer works in the membership category for which they 
were originally appointed, they will be removed as a Member and a new 
representative for that membership category will be appointed by the 
Director based upon recommendations from the Standing Sub-Committee 
on Membership. 

 
 
ARTICLE III. OFFICERS  

Section 1. Officers  
a.   Officers of the OFAC will include the CHAIR, Vice-chair, and standing 

sub-committee chairs.  

b.   Ad hoc sub-committee chairs are not officers of OFAC.  
Section 2. Committee Chairs  

a.   There shall be a Chair (CHAIR) and Vice-chair for the COMMITTEE, and 
chairs for each of the designated standing sub-committees, as well as any 
ad hoc sub-committees approved by the COMMITTEE.  

b.   All members are eligible to for the positions of CHAIR, Vice-chair or 
standing sub-committee chair.  

c.   Members may serve as chair of ad hoc sub-committees and are 
appointed by the CHAIR.  

d.  The CHAIR shall be elected by a simple majority vote of members 
present.  

e.  The Vice-chair shall be elected by a simple majority of the members 
present.  

f.   Standing and ad hoc sub-committee chairs shall be appointed by the 
CHAIR.  

g.  The CHAIR is ineligible to chair any sub-committee.  
Section 3. Responsibilities of the CHAIR and Vice-Chair  

a.  The CHAIR shall:  

(1) Appoint standing and ad hoc sub-committee chairs;  

(2) Appoint members of standing and ad hoc committees;  

(3) Develop in coordination with ODOT Freight Planning Staff, the 
agendas and conduct OFAC meetings;  

(4) In January of each year provide a schedule of meetings for that year;  

(5) Select the location of regularly scheduled meetings (see Article IV 
Section 1);  
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(6) Call for elections of the CHAIR and Vice-chair prior to the expiration of 
their respective terms consistent with Sections 4 and 5 of this Article.  

b.  The Vice-Chair shall:  

(1) Perform all functions of and serve as the CHAIR in the absence of the 
CHAIR.  

Section 4. Terms of Officers  
a.   Each CHAIR, Vice-chair, and standing sub-committee chairs shall each 

serve a planned two-year term. Terms begin in January of even-
numbered years and end in December of odd-numbered years.  

b.   The CHAIR and Vice-chair and standing sub-committee chairs may serve 
multiple and or consecutive terms but shall stand for re-appointment every 
two years in December.  

c.   In the event the CHAIR has been in office for at least a six-month period 
and then vacates office for any reason, the Vice-chair will accede to the 
CHAIR for the remainder of the vacating CHAIR’s planned two-year term. 
If the CHAIR has been in office for less than a six-month period and then 
vacates office for any reason, an election is required to select a CHAIR for 
the remainder of the vacating CHAIR’s term.  

d.   If the Vice-chair accedes to the CHAIR due to Article III, Section 4, (c), 
then an election is required to select a Vice-chair for the remainder of said 
term.  

Section 5. Nominations  
a.   The CHAIR shall receive nominations from the Membership and 

Nominations Sub-committee for the CHAIR and Vice-chair positions 
during a regularly scheduled meeting. Consideration for the CHAIR and 
Vice-chair position will be from the membership of the COMMITTEE only.  

 
 
ARTICLE IV. MEETINGS  

Section 1. Meetings  
a.  Regularly scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will be held a minimum of 

four times per calendar year.  

b.  Special COMMITTEE meetings may be called upon consensus of the 
need to do so by the officers of the COMMITTEE. Sufficient advance 
notice will be given to comply with the requirements of the Oregon Public 
Meetings Law.  

c.  Two regularly scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will be scheduled in 
Salem.  
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d.  A calendar for regularly scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will be 
submitted to the COMMITTEE by the CHAIR not later than January 31

st 
of 

each calendar year for that calendar year. The calendar for regularly 
scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will specify date, time, and city in which 
the meeting will be held.  

Section 2. Conduct of Meetings  
a.   A simple majority of members present with full standing shall constitute a 

quorum for convening a meeting.  

b.   COMMITTEE business will be conducted by Roberts Rule of Order.  

c.   ODOT Freight Planning staff shall be responsible for meeting minutes, 
distributing the meeting agendas, and other associated administrative 
duties required to support the business of the COMMITTEE.  

d.   Any member may request the CHAIR to place business on the agenda.  
Section 3. Public Involvement and Citizen Input  

a.   OFAC will comply with the requirements of the Oregon Public Meetings 
Law, ORS 192.610 to 192.690. Any general or sub-committee meeting is 
open to any person and to all that may wish to be heard regarding any 
agenda item.  

b.   All members of OFAC are eligible to vote.  

 

 
ARTICLE V. AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS  

a.   The COMMITTEE may propose amendment to the bylaws at any 
regularly scheduled meeting by vote of members under the following 
conditions:  

(1) The COMMITTEE shall agree to consider one or more amendments to 
the bylaws during a regularly scheduled meeting;  

(2) Meeting notes reflect the discussion;  

(3) Written notice of the proposed amendment(s) is sent to members and 
posted for public notice not later than 60-days prior to the regularly 
scheduled meeting at which subject amendment is to be considered.  

b.   Committee recommendations to the OTC for proposed amendments to 
the bylaws shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of approval by the 
membership present at the meeting.  

c.   Proposed amendments that receive two-thirds (2/3) approval of the 
membership present at the meeting will be submitted to the OTC for 
consideration. The OTC has full and sole discretion to take proposed 
amendments under consideration.  
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Mission  
The mission of the Oregon Freight Advisory Committee is to advise the Oregon 
Department of Transportation, Oregon Transportation Commission and Oregon 
Legislature on priorities, issues, freight mobility projects and funding needs that 
impact freight mobility and to advocate the importance of a sound freight 
transportation system to the economic vitality of the State of Oregon.  

ARTICLE I. PURPOSE, VALUES, ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  
Section 1. Purpose  

a. The Oregon Freight Advisory Committee (OFAC or COMMITTEE) is
defined in statute by ORS 366.212.

b. Bylaws of OFAC are created, deleted or amended consistent with ORS
366.212 and upon deliberation and approval of a quorum of the Oregon
Transportation Commission (OTC).

c. The purpose of OFAC is to advise the OTC and the Director of the
Oregon Department of Transportation (DIRECTOR) on matters relating to
the priorities, issues, freight mobility projects and funding requirements
that impact multimodal freight mobility in Oregon.

d. Upon request, report to the Legislative Assembly on OFAC business and
issues affecting freight mobility.

Section 2. OFAC Values  
a. OFAC values inclusiveness in deliberations, respect for a variety of

interests in transportation decisions, and informed decision making.  

OFAC shall:  

(1) Serve as a forum for discussion, an opportunity for joint action, and a 
source of knowledge and advice for State transportation decisions 
affecting freight mobility;  

(2) Promote the cross-sharing of information between private and public 
sectors on freight issues;  

(3) Advocate the importance of freight mobility to the economic well being 
of the State of Oregon and the region;  

(4) Champion a sound multi-modal freight and goods delivery network;  

(5) Communicate and coordinate regional priorities with other 
organizations, including ODOT Regions, Area Commissions on 
Transportation (ACTs), Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), 

CURRENT VERSION
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regional partnerships, regional investment boards, ODOT advisory 
committees, Economic Revitalization Teams (ERTs), etc.;  

(6) Inform and advise the OTC and DIRECTOR on policy, issues, freight 
mobility projects and funding requirements that impact freight mobility;  

(7) Make an annual report to the OTC on OFAC business and freight 
transportation policy recommendations;  

(8) Upon request, report to the Legislative Assembly on OFAC business 
and freight transportation policy recommendations.  

Section 3 The roles and responsibilities of OFAC shall include but are not 
limited to:  
a. Policy Development  

(1) Advise in the development and update of a Freight Master Plan for the 
State of Oregon.  

(2) Review and make recommendations on policy and planning initiatives 
that affect the multi-modal freight system network.  

(3) Monitor policy developmental activities of jurisdictions as they affect 
the movement of freight and the multi-modal freight network.  

b. Freight Mobility Project Selection Recommendations  

(1) Focus on identifying separate modal lists of high-priority freight 
projects in each of ODOT’s five regions.  

(2) Review and make recommendations regarding project-funding 
priorities for the State’s multi-modal freight network.  

 
 
ARTICLE II. MEMBERSHIP  

Section 1. Composition of Committee  
a.   The general membership of the COMMITTEE shall consist of not more 

than 32 members with full standing.  

b.   General membership in the COMMITTEE shall be open to any adult 
representative of a freight service provider, shipper, trade association, or 
business directly related to freight activities, and citizens experienced in 
freight mobility issues. Members should be interested in advocating and 
advising on the cost effective and efficient movement of goods and 
services and able to contribute to the development and implementation of 
investments, policies and practices that benefit inter- and intra-state 
freight mobility. Members must be willing to attend meetings and actively 
participate in the work of designated sub-committees.  

c.   Associate membership may be extended to any person, business entity, 
representatives of development commissions, ACTs, MPOs, Maritime  
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Administration, and Federal Highway Administration. Public agencies with 
interest in freight movement within the State of Oregon and throughout the 
region are also eligible.  

d.   In addition to the general membership requirements, the COMMITTEE 
should strive to enhance diversity of freight interests by ensuring its 
membership draws upon all of the freight modal areas including trucking, 
rail, maritime, air, and pipeline. General membership should represent 
different geographic areas of the state and represent a cross-section of 
the major industrial sectors within the state.  

Section 2. Appointment  
a.   Applications for general or associate membership shall be available 

through the Freight Mobility Section of ODOT.  

b.   The DIRECTOR shall appoint general members and associate members.  

Section 3. Sub-committees  
a.   The COMMITTEE shall have standing sub-committees on “membership 

and nominations,” “policy” and “projects.” Other ad hoc sub-committees 
may be formed from time-to-time to conduct COMMITTEE business.  

b.   Sub-committee membership will be approved by simple majority of 
general  members at a regularly scheduled meeting.  

c.   Sub-committee membership may include any general member or 
associate member in good standing.  

d.   All Sub-committee members shall have one vote each to cast during 
attendance at any subcommittee meeting.  

Section 4. Voting  
a.   General members shall have one vote each to cast during attendance at 

any general or special meeting.  

b.   Associate members shall abstain from voting at any general or special 
meeting of OFAC.  

Section 5. Terms of Membership; Transitions to Staggered Terms  
a.   General members shall be appointed by the Director and shall serve a 

four-year term. Terms begin July 1
st 

and terminate June 30
th
. Members will 

be identified as Category A, B, C, or D with eight (8) general members in 
each category. Category A members will initially serve a four-year 
membership, Category B members a three-year membership, Category C 
members a two-year membership, and Category D members a one-year 
membership. Category membership has no connotation other than 
identification for membership terms.  

b.   Thereafter, general membership status will be reviewed annually by the 
membership sub-committee with one quarter of the general members 
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(Category A, B, C, or D) being replaced annually, rotating from Category 
D, to Category C, to category B, to Category A, etc. Neither general nor 
associate members are subject to term limits.  

c.   If any general member is absent without good cause from three 
consecutive regularly scheduled meetings, the CHAIR may declare this 
position vacant. The DIRECTOR will appoint an individual to fill the vacant 
position for the remainder of the vacant position’s term. ( DEF. OF GOOD 
STANDING) 

d.   Associate members will be appointed by the Director for a four-year term.  

e.   If any associate member is absent without good cause from three 
consecutive regularly scheduled meetings, the CHAIR may declare this 
position vacant. The DIRECTOR, at his discretion, may elect to appoint a 
new associate member. If appointed to fill a vacant associate member 
position, this newly appointed associate member would begin a two-year 
term upon appointment.  

 
 
ARTICLE III. OFFICERS  

Section 1. Officers  
a.   Officers of the OFAC will include the CHAIR, Vice-chair, and standing 

sub-committee chairs.  

b.   Ad hoc sub-committee chairs are not officers of OFAC.  

Section 2. Committee Chairs  
a.   There shall be a Chair (CHAIR) and Vice-chair for the COMMITTEE, and 

chairs for each of the designated standing sub-committees, as well as any 
ad hoc sub-committees approved by the COMMITTEE.  

b.   Only general members are eligible to for the positions of CHAIR, Vice-
chair or standing sub-committee chair.  

c.   General and associate members may serve as chair of ad hoc sub-
committees and are appointed by the CHAIR.  

d.  The CHAIR shall be elected by a simple majority vote of general members 
present.  

e.  The Vice-chair shall be elected by a simple majority of the general 
members present.  

f.   Standing and ad hoc sub-committee chairs shall be appointed by the 
CHAIR.  

g.  The CHAIR is ineligible to chair any sub-committee.  

Section 3. Responsibilities of the CHAIR and Vice-Chair  
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a.  The CHAIR shall:  

(1) Appoint standing and ad hoc sub-committee chairs;  

(2) Appoint members of standing and ad hoc committees;  

(3) Develop agendas and conduct meetings;  

(4) In January of each year provide a schedule of meetings for that year;  

(5) Select the location of regularly scheduled meetings;  

(6) Call for elections of the CHAIR and Vice-chair prior to the expiration of 
their respective terms consistent with Sections 4 and 5 of this Article.  

b.  The Vice-Chair shall:  

(1) Perform all functions of and serve as the CHAIR in the absence of the 
CHAIR.  

Section 4. Terms of Officers  
a.   Each CHAIR, Vice-chair, and standing sub-committee chairs shall each 

serve a planned two-year term. Terms begin in January of even-
numbered years and end in December of odd-numbered years.  

b.   The CHAIR and Vice-chair and standing sub-committee chairs may serve 
multiple and or consecutive terms but shall stand for re-appointment every 
two years in December.  

c.   In the event the CHAIR has been in office for at least a six-month period 
and then vacates office for any reason, the Vice-chair will accede to the 
CHAIR for the remainder of the vacating CHAIR’s planned two-year term. 
If the CHAIR has been in office for less than a six-month period and then 
vacates office for any reason, an election is required to select a CHAIR for 
the remainder of the vacating CHAIR’s term.  

d.   If the Vice-chair accedes to the CHAIR due to Article III, Section 4, (c), 
then an election is required to select a Vice-chair for the remainder of said 
term.  

Section 5. Nominations  
a.   The CHAIR shall receive nominations from the Membership and 

Nominations Sub-committee for the CHAIR and Vice-chair positions 
during a regularly scheduled meeting. Consideration for the CHAIR and 
Vice-chair position will be from the general membership of the 
COMMITTEE only.  
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ARTICLE IV. MEETINGS  
Section 1. Meetings  

a.  Regularly scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will be held a minimum of 
four times per calendar year.  

b.  Special COMMITTEE meetings may be called upon consensus of the 
need to do so by the officers of the COMMITTEE. Sufficient advance 
notice will be given to comply with the requirements of the Oregon Public 
Meetings Law.  

c.  Two regularly scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will be scheduled in 
Salem.  

d.  A calendar for regularly scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will be 
submitted to the COMMITTEE by the CHAIR not later than January 31

st 
of 

each calendar year for that calendar year. The calendar for regularly 
scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will specify date, time, and city in which 
the meeting will be held.  

Section 2. Conduct of Meetings  
a.   A simple majority of general members present with full standing shall 

constitute a quorum for convening a meeting.  

b.   COMMITTEE business will be conducted by Roberts Rule of Order.  

c.   ODOT Freight Mobility staff shall be responsible for meeting minutes, 
distributing the meeting agendas, and other associated administrative 
duties required to support the business of the COMMITTEE.  

d.   Any general or associate member may request the CHAIR to place 
business on the agenda.  

Section 3. Public Involvement and Citizen Input  
a.   OFAC will comply with the requirements of the Oregon Public Meetings 

Law, ORS 192.610 to 192.690. Any general or sub-committee meeting is 
open to any person and to all that may wish to be heard regarding any 
agenda item.  

b.   Only general members of OFAC are eligible to vote.  

 

 
ARTICLE V. AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS  

a.   The COMMITTEE may propose amendment to the bylaws at any 
regularly scheduled meeting by vote of general members under the 
following conditions:  

(1) The COMMITTEE shall agree to consider one or more amendments to 
the bylaws during a regularly scheduled meeting;  
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(2) Meeting notes reflect the discussion;  

(3) Written notice of the proposed amendment(s) is sent to general 
members and posted for public notice not later than 60-days prior to 
the regularly scheduled meeting at which subject amendment is to be 
considered.  

b.   Committee recommendations to the OTC for proposed amendments to 
the bylaws shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of approval by the general 
membership.  

c.   Proposed amendments that receive two-thirds (2/3) approval of the 
general membership will be submitted to the OTC for consideration. The 
OTC has full and sole discretion to take proposed amendments under 
consideration.  



Oregon Freight Advisory Committee 2014-15 Goals 

June 18, 2014 

 

1. Participate in discussions among the private and public sectors to develop legislative concepts 
for the 2015 legislative session that ensure freight system needs are addressed as part of any 
legislative package.  Policies to create an efficient transportation system that support a growing 
economy need to encompass OFAC top priorities. 
· Develop a list of transportation infrastructure priorities that will inform the 2015 legislative 

agenda 
· Identify freight projects to inform OTF and policy makers 
· Identify alternative assessments of transportation infrastructure needs 

 

2. Develop freight project criteria that identify characteristics of a good multi-modal freight project 
that benefit the overall system and implemented in the review process.  Improving the state and 
region’s transportation system can be successful if we consider all aspects of Oregon’s multi 
modal freight methods. Evaluating both the challenges and the benefits of each will allow us to 
promote a more cohesive plan and ultimately streamline the overall freight movement 
throughout the state. 
· Air/Marine Constraints prioritization list* 
· Highway Bottlenecks/Constraints list* 
· ITS Solutions for Managing Freight Flow 
· Intermodal Connectors* 
· Highway Oversize Load Pinch Points* 
· Rail Plan* 
 

3. Develop criteria that guide the committee in selecting projects that are strategically focused on 
improving connectivity to rail connections, industrial lands, ports, air freight connections and 
other industrial hubs including last mile connections around the state.  More thorough 
evaluation guidelines for project selection are necessary when funding streams are limited.  
Building on identified project priorities, we can create better criteria to help guide decision 
makers. 
· 2017-2020 STIP Enhance Criteria Development* 
· Refinement of ConnectOregon process 
 

4. Implement and inform MAP-21 freight requirements and other federal legislative mandates into 
Oregon's freight and system planning and programming.  Proactively guiding implementation 
allows us the opportunity to inform the state and federal-level impacts of these requirements 
and provide feedback. 



· Freight Performance Measures* 
 

5. Engage OFAC to integrate freight considerations into the evaluation of active and transit 
projects.  Oregon has established itself as an “active transportation” frontrunner, which can 
often overshadow the more basic transit/freight needs, both in metro areas and across the state. 
Once again, it’s important to be involved in discussions on active transportation and develop 
clear talking points and strategies to keep freight mobility a consideration during the planning 
process. 
· Bike/Pedestrian Plan Update* 
· Transportation Options* 
· Public Transit Plan 
 
 

6. Partner with ACTs and others to promote dialogue and strategy development to address freight 
system needs as well as consideration of regional transportation challenges, opportunities and 
constraints. Transportation needs vary around the state. In order to effectively represent all 
regions, the committee needs to open lines of communication with the ACTs and other relevant 
committees. 
· ACT Checkin 
· Strategies the committee develops will include opportunities to engage in mutually 

beneficial discussions between ACTs and the committees. 

 

7. Review OFAC structure and administration on an annual basis.  The committee discussed 
changing the bylaws to give public officials the opportunity to vote, which the bylaws do not 
allow at this time.  Further discussion is needed on a proposed change as well as identifying 
others. 
· Membership designation* 

 

 

* Designates items specified in the OFAC Work Plan 



Draft Times for Tour 
 
1) 8:00 – Bus ready to go 
 
8:15 leave for Combined Transload facility 
•  (near exit 35) – (15 min. travel time- drive over 

Medford Viaduct) 
 
2)  8:30 – arrive at Combined 
• Combined tour :45 min. 
 
3, 4, 5 ) 9:15 – leave for airport via OR 140 & 62 
• Enroute Art speaks to 140 Freight/ 
OR 62-140 Safety & OR 62 Expressway projects 
 
6) 9:30  - Arrive at Airport/Mercy Flights 
• Brief on airport/ CO mercy flights 
 
10: 15 –travel to Viaduct 
 
7) 10:30- Art brief on Viaduct 
• Park @ Hawthorne  park parking lot 
 
11:00 Leave for Fern Valley 
 
8) 11:20 – drive through FVI project, speaking 

enroute to Foothill (eastside connector)  
 

9)  11:45 arrive @ Harry and David 
 brief at H&D  (45 to 1 hour) 
 
  12:30ish- leave for Motel 
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	ARTICLE I. PURPOSE, VALUES, ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
	Section 1. Purpose
	a.   The Oregon Freight Advisory Committee (OFAC or COMMITTEE) is defined in statute by ORS 366.212.
	b.   Bylaws of OFAC are created, deleted or amended consistent with ORS 366.212 and upon deliberation and approval of a quorum of the Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC).
	c.   The purpose of OFAC is to advise the OTC and the Director of the Oregon Department of Transportation (DIRECTOR) on matters relating to the priorities, issues, freight mobility projects and funding requirements that impact multimodal freight mobil...
	d.   Upon request, report to the Legislative Assembly on OFAC business and issues affecting freight mobility.

	Section 2. OFAC Values
	a. OFAC values inclusiveness in deliberations, respect for a variety of interests in transportation decisions, and informed decision making.
	OFAC shall:
	(1) Serve as a forum for discussion, an opportunity for joint action, and a source of knowledge and advice for State transportation decisions affecting freight mobility;
	(2) Promote the cross-sharing of information between private and public sectors on freight issues;
	(3) Advocate the importance of freight mobility to the economic well being of the State of Oregon and the region;
	(4) Champion a sound multi-modal freight and goods delivery network;
	(5) Communicate and coordinate regional priorities with other organizations, including ODOT Regions, Area Commissions on Transportation (ACTs), Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), regional partnerships, regional investment boards, ODOT advisor...
	(6) Inform and advise the OTC and DIRECTOR on policy, issues, freight mobility projects and funding requirements that impact freight mobility;
	(7) Make an annual report to the OTC on OFAC business and freight transportation policy recommendations;
	(8) Upon request, report to the Legislative Assembly on OFAC business and freight transportation policy recommendations.


	Section 3 The roles and responsibilities of OFAC shall include but are not limited to:
	a. Policy Development
	(1) Advise in the development and update of a Freight Master Plan for the State of Oregon.
	(2) Review and make recommendations on policy and planning initiatives that affect the multi-modal freight system network.
	(3) Monitor policy developmental activities of jurisdictions as they affect the movement of freight and the multi-modal freight network.

	b. Freight Mobility Project Selection Recommendations
	(1) Focus on identifying separate modal lists of high-priority freight projects in each of ODOT’s five regions.
	(2) Review and make recommendations regarding project-funding priorities for the State’s multi-modal freight network.


	ARTICLE II. MEMBERSHIP
	Section 1. Composition of Committee
	a.   The general membership of the COMMITTEE shall consist of not more than 32 members with full standing.
	b.   Membership in the COMMITTEE shall be open to any adult representative of a freight service provider, shipper, trade association, or business directly related to freight activities, representatives of development commissions, ACTs, MPOs, Maritime ...
	c.
	In addition to the general membership requirements, the COMMITTEE should strive to enhance diversity of freight interests by ensuring its membership draws upon all of the freight modal areas including trucking, rail, maritime, air, and pipeline. Mem...

	Section 2. Appointment
	a.   Applications for membership shall be available through the Freight Planning Unit of ODOT.
	b.   The DIRECTOR shall appoint members.

	Section 3. Sub-committees
	a.   The COMMITTEE shall have standing sub-committees on “membership and nominations,” “policy and projects.” Other ad hoc sub-committees may be formed from time-to-time to conduct COMMITTEE business.
	b.   Sub-committee membership will be approved by simple majority of members at a regularly scheduled meeting.
	c.   Sub-committee membership may include any member in good standing.
	d.   All Sub-committee members shall have one vote each to cast during attendance at any subcommittee meeting.

	Section 4. Voting
	a.   Members shall have one vote each to cast during attendance at any general or special meeting.

	Section 5. Terms of Membership; Transitions to Staggered Terms
	a.   Members shall be appointed by the Director and shall serve a four-year term.
	b.   Thereafter, membership status will be reviewed annually by the membership sub-committee with one quarter of the members being reviewed annually.
	c.   If any member is absent without good cause from three consecutive regularly scheduled meetings, the CHAIR may declare this position vacant. The DIRECTOR will appoint an individual to fill the vacant position for the remainder of the vacant positi...


	ARTICLE III. OFFICERS
	Section 1. Officers
	a.   Officers of the OFAC will include the CHAIR, Vice-chair, and standing sub-committee chairs.
	b.   Ad hoc sub-committee chairs are not officers of OFAC.

	Section 2. Committee Chairs
	a.   There shall be a Chair (CHAIR) and Vice-chair for the COMMITTEE, and chairs for each of the designated standing sub-committees, as well as any ad hoc sub-committees approved by the COMMITTEE.
	b.   All members are eligible to for the positions of CHAIR, Vice-chair or standing sub-committee chair.
	c.   Members may serve as chair of ad hoc sub-committees and are appointed by the CHAIR.
	d.  The CHAIR shall be elected by a simple majority vote of members present.
	e.  The Vice-chair shall be elected by a simple majority of the members present.
	f.   Standing and ad hoc sub-committee chairs shall be appointed by the CHAIR.
	g.  The CHAIR is ineligible to chair any sub-committee.

	Section 3. Responsibilities of the CHAIR and Vice-Chair
	a.  The CHAIR shall:
	(1) Appoint standing and ad hoc sub-committee chairs;
	(2) Appoint members of standing and ad hoc committees;
	(3) Develop in coordination with ODOT Freight Planning Staff, the agendas and conduct OFAC meetings;
	(4) In January of each year provide a schedule of meetings for that year;
	(5) Select the location of regularly scheduled meetings (see Article IV Section 1);
	(6) Call for elections of the CHAIR and Vice-chair prior to the expiration of their respective terms consistent with Sections 4 and 5 of this Article.

	b.  The Vice-Chair shall:
	(1) Perform all functions of and serve as the CHAIR in the absence of the CHAIR.


	Section 4. Terms of Officers
	a.   Each CHAIR, Vice-chair, and standing sub-committee chairs shall each serve a planned two-year term. Terms begin in January of even-numbered years and end in December of odd-numbered years.
	b.   The CHAIR and Vice-chair and standing sub-committee chairs may serve multiple and or consecutive terms but shall stand for re-appointment every two years in December.
	c.   In the event the CHAIR has been in office for at least a six-month period and then vacates office for any reason, the Vice-chair will accede to the CHAIR for the remainder of the vacating CHAIR’s planned two-year term. If the CHAIR has been in of...
	d.   If the Vice-chair accedes to the CHAIR due to Article III, Section 4, (c), then an election is required to select a Vice-chair for the remainder of said term.

	Section 5. Nominations
	a.   The CHAIR shall receive nominations from the Membership and Nominations Sub-committee for the CHAIR and Vice-chair positions during a regularly scheduled meeting. Consideration for the CHAIR and Vice-chair position will be from the membership of ...


	ARTICLE IV. MEETINGS
	Section 1. Meetings
	a.  Regularly scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will be held a minimum of four times per calendar year.
	b.  Special COMMITTEE meetings may be called upon consensus of the need to do so by the officers of the COMMITTEE. Sufficient advance notice will be given to comply with the requirements of the Oregon Public Meetings Law.
	c.  Two regularly scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will be scheduled in Salem.
	d.  A calendar for regularly scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will be submitted to the COMMITTEE by the CHAIR not later than January 31st of each calendar year for that calendar year. The calendar for regularly scheduled COMMITTEE meetings will specify da...

	Section 2. Conduct of Meetings
	a.   A simple majority of members present with full standing shall constitute a quorum for convening a meeting.
	b.   COMMITTEE business will be conducted by Roberts Rule of Order.
	c.   ODOT Freight Planning staff shall be responsible for meeting minutes, distributing the meeting agendas, and other associated administrative duties required to support the business of the COMMITTEE.
	d.   Any member may request the CHAIR to place business on the agenda.

	Section 3. Public Involvement and Citizen Input
	a.   OFAC will comply with the requirements of the Oregon Public Meetings Law, ORS 192.610 to 192.690. Any general or sub-committee meeting is open to any person and to all that may wish to be heard regarding any agenda item.
	b.   All members of OFAC are eligible to vote.


	ARTICLE V. AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS
	a.   The COMMITTEE may propose amendment to the bylaws at any regularly scheduled meeting by vote of members under the following conditions:
	(1) The COMMITTEE shall agree to consider one or more amendments to the bylaws during a regularly scheduled meeting;
	(2) Meeting notes reflect the discussion;
	(3) Written notice of the proposed amendment(s) is sent to members and posted for public notice not later than 60-days prior to the regularly scheduled meeting at which subject amendment is to be considered.

	b.   Committee recommendations to the OTC for proposed amendments to the bylaws shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of approval by the membership present at the meeting.
	c.   Proposed amendments that receive two-thirds (2/3) approval of the membership present at the meeting will be submitted to the OTC for consideration. The OTC has full and sole discretion to take proposed amendments under consideration.





