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DATE: April 10, 2008

TO: Oregon Transportation Commission

FROM: Matthew L. Garrett
Director

SUBJECT: Agenda G ~ Designation of a new Scenic Byway and a new Tour Route

Requested Actions:
Approve the following Scenic Byway and Tour Route designations:

 Umpqua River Scenic Byway

 Vineyard and Valley Scenic Tour Route

Approve an amendment to the Oregon Highway Plan. The OHP revisions made by adoption of this
proposal are:

 Figure 11: Designated Scenic Byways, page 71, is revised to show the new Umpqua River
Scenic Byway and the new Vineyard and Valley Scenic Tour Route.

 Appendix D on page 215 is revised to include the following state highways as part of the
Umpqua Scenic Byway:

State Highway Route Number Begin Milepoint End Milepoint
045 Oregon 38 0.00 36.44
231 Oregon 138 0.00 25.39

 Appendix D on page 215 is revised to include the following State Highways as part of the
Vineyard and Valley Scenic Tour Route:

State Highway Route Number Begin Milepoint End Milepoint
029 Oregon 47 21.81 22.31
140 Oregon 219 10.05 10.88

Background:
The purpose of the Scenic Byways Program is to identify, preserve, and enhance Oregon’s most
outstanding scenic transportation corridors. The program has two categories of routes: Scenic Byways
and Tour Routes. Byways are longer than tour routes with features of national as well as local
significance. Tour routes, by contrast, are shorter in length and emphasize local features. The state
currently has 15 Scenic Byways and nine Tour Routes. By Oregon Administrative Rule, both Scenic
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Byways and Tour Routes require Tourism Commission and Transportation Commission approval. The
request is for designation of a new Scenic Byway and a new Tour Route.

The routes being proposed for designation were reviewed and recommended by the Oregon Scenic
Byways Advisory Committee and approved by the Oregon Tourism Commission.

State designation results in placement of state Scenic Byway and Tour Route signs, recognition of the
route and its attraction in state publications, and eligibility to apply for Federal Highway
Administration National Scenic Byway Program discretionary funds. Subject to Transportation
Commission approval, these routes will be included in the next printing of the Discover Oregon Scenic
Byways and Tour Routes Driving Guide.

Attachments

Copies (w/attachments) to:
Doug Tindall Lorna Youngs
Joan Plank Patrick Cooney
Cathy Nelson Pat Moran
Steve Lindland
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Oregon Scenic Byway

PROPOSAL NAME:  Umpqua River Scenic Byway

PROPONENTS: Cities of Oakland, Sutherlin, Elkton,   
 Scottsburg and Reedsport Community   
 of Kellogg 

CONTACT PERSON:  Tom Llewellyn

Passage for The Ages









PROPOSAL NAME: Vineyard and Valley State Scenic 
 Tour Route

PROPONENT:  Washington County Visitors Association

CONTACT PERSON:  Brian Harney

Oregon Scenic Byway

NARRATIVE: The Vineyard and Valley tour route winds 60 miles through scenic Washington County 
in Oregon’s northern Willamette Valley. While only minutes from Portland, the route is rural in 
character, emphasizes the valley’s noted agriculture and viticulture, and features numerous farms, 
wineries, orchards, vineyards, nurseries, and “u-picks.” Scenery is varied and appealing, and consists 
of fertile plains, rolling hills covered with vineyards and forests, rugged Coast Range foothills, and 
majestic views of Cascade Mountain Range peaks, particularly Mt. Hood and Mt. St. Helens. Access 
to recreation such as camping, hiking, horseback riding, paddling, and fishing is offered nearby 
at the Tillamook State Forest, Stub Stewart State Park, Banks-Vernonia State Trail, Hagg Lake, and 
Tualatin River. The route also offers excellent wildlife viewing at four noted public wetlands, including 
the Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge. Lodging, dining, shopping, and other services are readily 
available in nearby Forest Grove, Hillsboro, Sherwood, and other cities.

STRENGTHS:  First route to showcase Oregon’s vineyards, wineries and northern Willamette Valley.

CONCERNS:  Volume of waypoints resulting from designing as a bidirectional route will require   
 accurate and appropriate signage.

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval as State Scenic Tour Route.
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Meet the winemaker

17 Wineries just minutes 
from Portland

Visit one of only 
ten urban wildlife 
refuges in the US

Farm stands abound

A road less travelled
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