
 
OEM: Weekly Watch Report  
August 10-16, 2015  
 
Weekly Video – Deputy Director Laurie Holien gives this week’s Weekly Watch message 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orwFzTPv1h8&feature=youtu.be  

 

Weather –  

Current warnings/watches:  red flag warnings for Coos, Curry, Douglas, Josephine, Jackson, Klamath, Lake, Lane, 

Deschutes, Linn, Marion, Clackamas, Multnomah, Hood River, Wasco, Jefferson, Gilliam, Sherman, Wheeler, Crook, 

Grant, Harney, Malheur, Baker, Union, Wallowa, Umatilla counties until Tuesday at 11PM.  Specific reports indicate 

lightning with dry/wet storms. 

 Monday: mid-upper 80’s for majority of Oregon, coast in the 60’s. 

 Tuesday: mid-upper 80’s for majority of Oregon, coast in the 60’s, eastern Oregon in the low-mid 90’s. 

 Wednesday: mid 80’s for majority of Oregon, coast in the 60’s, eastern Oregon in the upper 90’s. 

 Thursday: upper 70’s for the valley, coast in the 60’s, eastern Oregon in the mid-upper 90’s. 

 Friday: upper 70’s for majority of Oregon, coast in the 60’s, southwest Oregon low-mid 80’s. 

 Saturday: mid 80’s for the majority of the state. 

 Sunday: mid 80’s for the majority of the state, low 90’s for southwest Oregon. 

 

You can view the weekly forecast here: http://graphical.weather.gov/sectors/oregonWeek.php#tabs. 

 NWS Portland  

 NWS Pendleton 

 NWS Medford 

 NWS Boise 

 

Earthquake Activity: 

M3.08 quake in northwest Nevada on 8/8/15. 

 

Wildfires: 

0513 RN – 900 acres, 100% contained, located in Jefferson County (12 miles east of Warm Springs) 

 

153 West Fork – 924 acres, 79% contained, located in Grant County (10 miles southeast of Dayville), 1 non-

residential structure threatened 

 

Cable Crossing Fire – 1,857 acres, 80% contained, located in Douglas County (6 miles east of Glide) 

 

Collier Butte Fire – 2,788 acres, 5% contained, located in Curry County (17 miles east of Brookings), 1 non-

residential structure threatened 

 

DL Potter Mountain Complex – 320 acres, 65% contained, located in Douglas County (28 miles south of Oakridge) 

 

Lime Hill Fire – 11,929 acres, 100% contained, located in Baker County (near Huntington) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orwFzTPv1h8&feature=youtu.be
http://graphical.weather.gov/sectors/oregonWeek.php#tabs
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/pqr/
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/pdt/
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mfr/
http://goo.gl/VrCVDq


 

National Creek Complex – 850 acres, 5% contained, located in Klamath County (10 miles southwest of Crater Lake) 

 

Phillips Creek Fire – 2,434 acres, 45% contained, located in Union County (7 miles NW of Elgin), 120 residences 

threatened 

 

Stouts Creek Fire – 23,000 acres, 40% contained, located in Douglas County (16 miles east of Canyonville), 158 

residences threatened 

 

Numbers as of 9:40AM this morning. 

 

Source: http://gacc.nifc.gov/nwcc/information/fire_info.aspx 

 

Air Quality: 

Due to increased fire activity in Douglas County, current air quality ratings (as of 7AM this morning) for portions of 

Douglas and Jackson Counties involve unhealthy ratings as shown in the map below: 

 

 
Source: http://www.airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=airnow.local_state&stateid=38&mapcenter=0&tabs=0#tabs-1 
http://www.deq.state.or.us/aqi/index.aspx 
 

Critical Infrastructure/Private Sector – 

 Regional Supply Chain Resilience Workshop in Portland, August 13, 2015 1-5 pm – visit event link for more 
information 

 http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Pages/index.aspx 
 Summer 2015 Oregon Road Projects 

 

Training --  

 For new training opportunities view the training calendar 

 Updated protocols for NIMS/ICS Training can be found at: 

http://www.oregon.gov/OMD/OEM/Pages/plans_train/train_exercise.aspx 

 

Exercises – 

 Cascadia Rising Exercise Mid-term Planning Meeting (MPM) Sept . 16, Location TBD 

o Contact Bill Martin to register: bill.martin@state.or.us 

 ECC Operations drill scheduled for August 13. The exercise will focus on: 

o ESF-5 – Information and Planning 

http://gacc.nifc.gov/nwcc/information/fire_info.aspx
http://www.airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=airnow.local_state&stateid=38&mapcenter=0&tabs=0#tabs-1
http://www.deq.state.or.us/aqi/index.aspx
https://www.govevents.com/details/17068/portland-oregon-regional-supply-chain-resilience-workshop/
https://www.govevents.com/details/17068/portland-oregon-regional-supply-chain-resilience-workshop/
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/COMM/docs/2015_ConstructionMap_MapPanel.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/omd/oem/plans_train/docs/training_calendar.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OMD/OEM/Pages/plans_train/train_exercise.aspx
mailto:bill.martin@state.or.us


o ESF-12 – Energy 

o ESF-13 – Military Support 

o ESF-16 – Law Enforcement 

 Cyberstorm V – Dept. of Homeland Security exercise series to strengthen cyber preparedness in the public 

and private sectors. A two-day tabletop exercise where representatives from a variety of state departments 

and agencies assess their cyber response plans. Tentatively scheduled for second week of March, 2016. 

 

Community Engagement – 

 It’s Time to Get Ready: Join Us For Natural Disaster Preparedness Events 

Saturday, September 12, 2015: 

o Get Ready Salem – 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the State Capitol State Park Grounds in Salem. 

o Get Ready Lincoln County – Noon to 3 p.m. at the Lincoln County Fairgrounds in Newport. 

o Get Ready Vancouver – 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at CRESA Building, 710 W. 13th Street in Vancouver. 

o Get Ready Happy Valley – 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at City of Happy Valley’s city hall outdoor area. 

o Get Ready Coos Bay – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Coos Bay Fire Department, 450 Elrod Ave in Coos 

Bay. 

Saturday, September 19, 2015: 

o Get Ready The Dalles – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Mid-Columbia Fire & Rescue, 1400 W. 8th Street in The 

Dalles. 

o Get Ready North Coast – 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Lum’s Auto Center, 1605 SE Ensign Lane in 

Warrenton. 

 OEM is looking for letters of support from ShakeOut Partners, Organizers, Sponsors, and others for the Great 

Oregon ShakeOut!  

o Here are examples of past letters if you are interested. 

o For more information contact Althea Rizzo (althea.rizzo@state.or.us)  

 Registration is now open for the 2nd Annual Race the Wave in Cannon Beach, Sept. 13. 

o 5/10k run/walk on tsunami route. 

o Prep fair after with giveaways at emergency supply cache above inundation zone. 

 

9-1-1 Program 

  A Request for Proposal (RFP) for Network services and ALI database services was released to ORPIN on 

June 3, 2015.  The RFP has closed and an Evaluation Committee comprised of members from the 

Department of Administrative Services Chief Information Office, Enterprise Technology Service (DAS ETS), 

OEM and 9-1-1 centers / Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) are reviewing the responses. It is anticipated 

that a vendor will be selected near the end of August. 

 

In the News – 

 Red flag warning issued, fires updated 

 Evacuation ends after wildfire threatens homes near Cave Junction 

 Drought draws natural disaster declaration from feds 

 Stouts Creek Fire in Douglas County now 35 percent contained; threatened structures are reduced 
 
Grants –  

 2015 EMPG Update: 

o FEMA Region X has approved Oregon’s FY15 grant application and anticipates awarding our 

funding by the end of July. 

o Submitted 2015 EMPG work plans have been reviewed and approved. 

o If you have any questions or need assistance with the EMPG program, please contact Kelly Jo 

Craigmiles (Kelly.jo.craigmiles@state.or.us; 503-378-2911 x22246). 

 HMGP for DR-1824 (2008 Severe Winter Storm) is now in the close-out phase with FEMA.  

 FEMA continues to review and obligate funding for HMGP projects from DR- 4169 (February 2014 Severe 

Winter Storm). 

 The Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) and Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) grant programs for Federal Fiscal 

Year were announced by FEMA on May 29 with the opening of the application period.  

o Detailed information can be found on OEM’s Home Page. The sub-application deadline to OEM is 

Aug. 14. 

https://www.nwnatural.com/uploadedFiles/AboutNWNatural/Community/InTheCommunity/CommunityCalendar/Get_Ready_Salem.pdf
https://www.nwnatural.com/uploadedFiles/AboutNWNatural/Community/InTheCommunity/CommunityCalendar/Get_Ready_Lincoln_County.pdf
https://www.nwnatural.com/uploadedFiles/AboutNWNatural/Community/InTheCommunity/CommunityCalendar/Get_Ready_Happy_Valley.pdf
https://www.nwnatural.com/uploadedFiles/AboutNWNatural/Community/InTheCommunity/CommunityCalendar/Get_Ready_Coos_Bay.pdf
https://www.nwnatural.com/uploadedFiles/AboutNWNatural/Community/InTheCommunity/CommunityCalendar/Get_Ready_North_Coast.pdf
http://shakeout.org/oregon/
http://shakeout.org/oregon/
http://shakeout.org/oregon/partners/
mailto:althea.rizzo@state.or.us
https://endurancecui.active.com/event-reg/select-race?e=19612053
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Race-the-Wave/306089259568763
http://www.mycolumbiabasin.com/2015/08/10/red-flag-warning-issued-fires-updated/
http://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-news/index.ssf/2015/08/evacuation_ends_after_wildfire.html
http://www.opb.org/news/article/-drought-draws-natural-disaster-declaration-from-feds/
http://registerguard.com/rg/news/local/33383729-75/stouts-creek-fire-in-douglas-county-now-35-percent-contained-threatened-structures-are-reduced.html.csp
mailto:Kelly.jo.craigmiles@state.or.us


 On July 1, 2015, Governor Kate Brown signed the adoption letter for the 2015 “updated” Oregon Natural 

Hazards Mitigation Plan (with Enhanced Status). The State will submit the plan to FEMA for final approval in 

the coming month. 

o  The 2015 update will be current into 2020, ensuring the state’s eligibility for Stafford Act 

Assistance and non-disaster mitigation grant programs. 

 

Planning -- 

 OEM is supporting the special event planning effort for the World Indoor Track and Field Championships 

scheduled for March 2016 in Portland. 

 The new version of the Cascadia Playbook is here.  

o In order to receive a new Playbook, you will need to turn in the expired Playbook. 

o To coordinate your “Playbook Swap”, please contact Zach Swick at 503-378-2911 x22233 or 

zach.swick@state.or.us. 

 

Preparedness Tip – 

 

Stay high and dry during a flash flood 

 Know your proximity to rivers, streams and dams 

 During heavy rain, avoid underpasses, underground parking garages and basements 

 Avoid hiking or camping if thunderstorms are predicted 

 Develop an evacuation plan for your family 

 Don't walk in water above your ankles; you can be swept off your feet in as little as six inches of rushing 

water 

 Turn off the electricity and other utilities 

 

Now Hiring – 

 OEM Technology and Response Section has an ISS 5 9-1-1 Program Analyst vacancy. An announcement will 

be made once this position has posted. 

 Washington County is hiring an Emergency Management Supervisor. 

 OEM is in the process of hiring a Part Time Public Affairs Specialist 3. 

 OEM has a Public Private Community Affairs Liaison vacancy. An announcement will be made once this 

position has posted. 

 Samaritan Health Services is hiring an Emergency Management Program Specialist. To view announcement, 

please visit Samaritan Health’s employment site.  

 

Disaster of the Week – 

August 14, 2003: A cascading sequence of events, triggered by high energy demand and trees touching high-voltage 

power lines, caused the largest blackout in North American history (and at the time, second largest in the world) 

when 55 million people lost power across the Northeast, from Michigan to Massachusetts and parts of eastern 

Canada for nearly two full days. 

Lessons learned: This disaster highlighted the vulnerability of the Nation’s power grid, leading former Department of 

Energy Secretary Bill Richardson to remark that the US was "a superpower with a third-world electricity grid." 11 

fatalities were attributed to the blackout, many due to carbon monoxide poisoning from using a generator indoors, 

others from fires caused by candles, and at least one fatality in New York when a man suffered a heart attack after 

climbing 17 flights of stairs to reach his apartment because the building’s elevator wasn’t working. Loss of electricity 

is a fairly frequent occurrence here in Oregon, and having a few flashlights and extra batteries, a battery powered 

radio, keeping your phone charged (cell towers can remain operational due to back-up generators) and never letting 

your vehicle drop below ½ a tank of gas are all ways to lessen the impact a power outage has on you and your 

family. Candles are not recommended for emergency lighting because they can (and do) cause fires especially when 

left unattended, and generators should NEVER be used indoors (including garages). 

 

ECC – The State ECC is in a Level II: Limited Activation status, monitoring the various wildland fires. OEM staff is 

coordinating with ESF partners and affected emergency managers and issuing situation reports Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday at 1500. For specific information please visit OpsCenter incident #2015-1708. 
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