
2011-2013 Biennial Report Executive Summary
	 Under the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds (Oregon Plan), established in 1997, Oregonians from 
across the state collaborate to help restore healthy watersheds to improve water quality and habitat for native 
fish and wildlife. These actions also support the local economy and enrich the quality of life for Oregon com-
munities.  Pursuant to ORS 541.972, the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) is directed to report 
to the Governor and legislature on the progress of the Oregon Plan every two years. This Executive Summary 
highlights priority areas, key accomplishments over the past two years, and new focus areas for the next bien-
nium. The full report at www.oregon.gov/OWEB/pages/OPBR11-13.aspx includes information about each 
region of the state, more detail about activities and accomplishments, and online resources and tools.

2011-2013 Investments and 
Accomplishments
	 While overall revenues declined this biennium, 
total funding for watershed restoration projects in 
Oregon exceeded $154 million.  This includes grant 
funds awarded through OWEB and other contribu-
tions from partner organizations.  
	 Partners under the Oregon Plan are as impor-
tant and diverse as the actions that they undertake 
to benefit salmon and watersheds.  The partners 
include landowners, non-profit organizations, local 
businesses, individuals, and all levels of government, 
all of whom worked together on priority actions 
across the state. Total funding for each major water-
shed can be found at: http://bit.ly/UxHVVK.

	 Information about restoration issues and accom-
plishments can be found at: http://go.usa.gov/gue3. 

To receive a print copy of the Oregon Plan Executive Summary or 
to learn more about the 2011-13 Oregon Plan Biennial Report, 
contact OWEB at 503-986-0178 or visit www.oregon.gov/OWEB.

Oregon Plan Accomplishment Highlights
2010-2011

Riparian stream miles treated	 810
Miles of stream made accessible to fish migration 	 356
Instream projects: miles of stream habitat treated	 201
Wetlands acres treated/created 	 4,374
Stream miles monitored	 7,161
Volunteer hours	 70,577

Scan this code with your 
smartphone to launch a video 
of the Oregon Plan.

OWEB Awarded Grants 
2011 - 2012

Data Source:  OWEB Grant Management System
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Coordinated Agency Actions 
	 The 2011-2013 biennium was a time of challenge 
with state agencies attempting to retain core Oregon 
Plan elements, such as salmon recovery and water qual-
ity monitoring, while revenues continued to decline.  
Through the use of federal funding provided by the 
National Marine Fisheries Service and state funding, 
a renewed emphasis on coordinated program imple-
mentation was a major area of focus.  Agency accom-
plishments include the development and adoption of 
the State’s Integrated Water Resources Strategy and the 
implementation of high-priority actions called for in 
Salmon Recovery Plans, Total Maximum Daily Load 
Plans, and Agricultural Water Quality Plans.  Looking 
ahead, the agencies intend to capitalize on the momen-
tum of the last two years to advance integrated natural 
resource monitoring, known as Enterprise Monitoring, 
and to expand the strategic approaches to implement-
ing water quality programs.

From the OWEB Board
The Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds is in the 

strongest position it has ever been. With 
more than 10 years of experience and ac-
complishments recognized nationally and 
internationally, and permanent watershed 

improvement funding approved by Oregon voters with 
the passage of Ballot Measure 76, opportunities abound 
for the Oregon Plan. 
	 Recognizing this, the OWEB Board is crafting a 
Long-Term Investment Strategy focused on core ele-
ments of the Oregon Plan infrastructure as the corner-
stone of its funding portfolio.  The Board also believes 

the Governor’s 10-year vision for a healthy environment 
dovetails nicely with the agency’s investments centered 
on ecological outcomes over the next 10 years.
	 The Board anticipates adopting the strategy by the 
end of the 2011-2013 biennium.  Central themes include: 

•	 Continued economic investment in local 
communities through, among others, watershed 
councils and soil and water conservation districts;

•	 Nurturing and strengthening strategic partnerships 
and grant opportunities; and

•	 An increased opportunity to implement proven 
methods of watershed restoration.

	 All of these elements will be framed in an adaptive 
management architecture to allow performance and 
effectiveness to guide future decisions. Balancing 
revenue fluctuations and increasing demands for 
grant opportunities while maximizing the return on 
restoration investments will remain an important 
challenge for the Board.
	 From the OWEB Board’s perspective, the Oregon 
Plan is alive and thriving!  
	 For recommendations from the OWEB Board go to: 
http://go.usa.gov/guMd.  

Moving Forward
	 Building on the accomplishments of the past two 
years and capitalizing on new opportunities, the Oregon 
Plan will continue to be an effective program within 
the State’s natural resources portfolio.  OWEB would 
like to thank all of the individuals and organizations 
who are involved in Oregon Plan efforts to improve and 
restore Oregon’s watersheds and native fish and wildlife 
populations.  


