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MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
FROM:  Eric Williams, Grant Program Manager 
SUBJECT:   Agenda Item H – Authorize Interagency Agreement with ODOT for Fish 

Passage Projects  
October 25-26, 2016 Board Meeting 

I. Introduction 
On occasion, partner agencies have available funds to accomplish watershed restoration 
and seek assistance from OWEB to efficiently distribute the funding. This report 
requests that the Board authorize the Executive Director to enter into an Interagency 
Master Funding Contribution Agreement with Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) in the amount of $250,000, and to delegate authority to the  
Executive Director to enter into appropriate agreements with eligible grantees on a 
project-by-project basis under the terms of the Agreement. 

II. Background 
ODOT manages a $4.2 million per year Fish Passage Program to improve fish habitat in 
streams impacted by state transportation infrastructure. This program is in addition to, 
and falls beyond the scope of, required mitigation and banking programs. Under the 
program, ODOT can allocate resources internally, hire contractors, or work with partner 
agencies to implement projects. Occasionally, the most suitable entity to carry out a 
habitat improvement project is the local watershed council. Since ODOT does not have 
granting authority to provide funds to councils, it has requested to enter into an 
Interagency Master Funding Contribution Agreement with OWEB to provide grant-
making services on a case-by-case basis. 

Under the Contribution Agreement, ODOT and OWEB will execute individual project 
work order authorizations for each fund transfer. OWEB will then request a grant 
application, complete technical review, and award funds to the local watershed council. 
ODOT will execute separate Cooperative Improvement Agreements with the grantees to 
address programmatic needs.  

Cleveland Creek, a tributary of the Siuslaw River, is an example project that could be 
executed under the Contribution Agreement. The creek has been identified as providing 
cool water refugia for mainstem Siuslaw River salmonids and contains approximately 1.5 
miles of high quality spawning and rearing habitat above a crossing under Highway 36 
which is currently a barrier to juvenile fish. The Siuslaw Watershed Council has recently 
completed the replacement of a barrier culvert under the railroad crossing 400’ 
upstream of the Highway 36 culvert, with full passage restored to coho salmon, 
steelhead, and cutthroat trout. Upgrading the downstream Highway 36 culvert would 
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restore full fish passage to Cleveland Creek for all life stages of salmonids. While not all 
proposals that come from ODOT will have a related OWEB funding component, this 
project has a direct nexus with previous OWEB funds. At its April 2016 meeting, the 
Board awarded Siuslaw Watershed Council a $50,000 technical assistance grant to 
design a replacement crossing. ODOT is providing in-kind engineering services to review 
the designs and provide guidance on design elements relating to aquatic species 
passage and watershed health. In order to reach project implementation, additional 
engineering services are required to complete the project design, which could be 
provided through OWEB to the Siuslaw Watershed Council under the Contribution 
Agreement.  

III. Recommendation 
Staff request that the Board authorize the Executive Director to enter into an 
Interagency Master Funding Contribution Agreement with Oregon Department of 
Transportation to provide grant-making services to watershed councils for habitat 
restoration projects in the amount of $250,000, and delegate authority to the Executive 
Director to enter into appropriate agreements with grantees under the terms of the 
Agreement. 
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