
OREGON DEPARTMENT OF AVIATION

Board Meeting: October 5, 2023

(503)378-4880              3040 25TH STREET, SALEM, OR 97302              WWW.OREGON.GOV/AVIATION                         ORAVIATION



Director’s Update
October 5, 2023

▪ Welcome New Board Members

Bill Graupp
Jim Knight
Jeff Pricher



Director’s Update
October 5, 2023

▪ Planning and Programs Manager

Congratulations Alex Thomas!



Director’s Update
What is proposed?

US DOT Smart Grant
Electrification
• Flight Schools
• Allowing for multimodal charging
• Creating infrastructure for advanced aviation

Benefits
• Reduced green house emissions
• Reduction in lead
• Change in noise characteristics



Director’s Update
What is the long play?

Regional Connections
• Leveraging existing infrastructure for 

advanced aviation.
• Benefits GA
• Benefits new entrants
• Benefits surrounding communities

• Workforce
• Economic development
• Connecting communities



Director’s Update
UAS Task Force Reboot

▪ UAS Task Force relaunching as NW Advanced Aviation Task Force
▪ Why?

▪ Need for group consisting of public and private sector entities.
▪ Creation of clearinghouse for information.
▪ Creating opportunities for collaboration.

▪ Workforce
▪ Economic development
▪ Providing expertise on legislation



Director’s Update
Workforce Development

▪ Workforce Development Opportunities
▪ Working with AOPA Foundation and 

Aerium to bring curriculums to 
schools.

▪ Hosting an Aviation Education 
Symposium in 2024 or 2025.

▪ Creating inventory of programs, 
aligning them, and sharing best 
practices.



Director’s Update
How about Oakridge?

▪ Looking at an Economic Development Administration, US 
Department of Commerce Disaster Grant
▪ Runway rehab- $3 million
▪ Funding of up to $30 million available
▪ Opportunities

▪ construction or upgrading of public infrastructure, including broadband 
infrastructure;

▪ workforce development, including the design and implementation of 
sectoral partnerships

▪ …EDA encourages the submission of applications based on long-term, 
regionally oriented, coordinated and collaborative economic 
development or redevelopment strategies that foster economic growth 
and resilience.

▪ Coordination with USDOT OST, NASA, USFS, BLM



Director’s Update
NASAO Meeting

▪ Now the NW Regional Representative
▪ Met with colleagues from across the United 

States.
▪ Thinking about mobility on a regional level.
▪ Made connections with people that can help 

with initiatives in our state.
▪ Met with FAA Regional Administrators.
▪ Represented Oregon on an Advanced Air 

Mobility Panel on Community Acceptance.



QUESTIONS?
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