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To the members of the Oregon Aviation Board:

I 'am writing on behalf of the Columbia Seaplane Pilots Association regarding the Oregon State
Marine Board’s consultation with the Oregon Aviation Board regarding Waldo Lake, which is
scheduled to occur February 16, 2012. On behalf of the Columbia Seaplane Pilots Association, [
ask that the Oregon Aviation Board provide an opinion to the Marine Board regarding its
proposed re-adoption of OAR 250-020-0221 and OAR 250-030-0030, which ban motors
(including seaplanes) on Waldo Lake in Lane County.

Seaplanes use Waldo Lake as part of the chain of lakes when traveling between British Columbia
and California (see attached map). While there are other lakes in this chain, seaplane pilots never
know which lake is clear of clouds and/or for which the water surface is appropriate for a safe
landing. As a large body of water along this route, Waldo Lake is an important lake for the
practical, safe use of seaplanes transiting the Cascade Mountains.

Waldo Lake is needed for more than an “emergency” as allowed under the rules cited above.
Like other modes of travel, pilots using seaplanes need “rest stops” and we need “precautionary
landings” to avoid an emergency, i.e. to check or repair equipment or wait for better weather.
The decision to make such landings is based solely on “pilot in command” decisions rather than
a documented “emergency” of an aircraft on fire. This leads to a common problem where a
marine sheriff, unsure of whether or not seaplanes on a given body of water are legal, issues a
citation with a summons to appear before a judge. For a transient seaplane pilot, who may live
hundreds of miles away, a summons to a local court appearance to defend their rights to operate
a seaplane is an expensive and unnecessary inconvenience. Seaplanes need a right to land that is
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clearly decided by the pilot in command, not a park ranger or marine patrol officer unfamiliar
with the operational realities of seaplanes and aviation.

There is no documented history at Waldo Lake of either environmental or safety issues
attributable to seaplanes. If so, this information would have been touted by those seeking to
uphold the 2010 ban on motors on Waldo Lake.

The use of a seaplane to fly from Portland to Waldo Lake to camp has in many cases a lower
carbon footprint than using an automobile for the same journey. A seaplane is simply a means of
transport to the lake. Takeoffs and landings are brief and given the size of the lake, do not
interrupt the activities of boaters. Seaplanes do not use the lake a lot, but for the times we do use
it, it is very important.

For reference, please see the attached brief of our case currently pending before the Oregon
Court of Appeals. Section 5 (pages 35-43) of this brief describes how the consultation as
required by ORS 835.200 failed to occur in 2010 when OAR 250-020-0221 and OAR 250-030-
0030 were initially adopted. In that brief we assert that it is not enough for the Oregon Aviation
Board and the Oregon State Marine Board to simply talk; we assert that the statute requires that
the Oregon Aviation Board must formally agree to (i.e. vote for) the Oregon State Marine
Board’s proposed rules as they pertain to seaplanes.

Since the Oregon Aviation Board is the state’s expert on aviation issues, and the Oregon State
Marine Board is not an expert in aviation issues, we ask that you provide an opinion to the
Oregon State Marine Board on whether it should or should not promulgate the rule prohibiting
seaplanes on Waldo Lake.

Sincerely,

Arvrn —
Aron Faegre g
President, Columbia Seaplane Pilots Association

cc:
Senator Betsy Johnson
Rep. Bruce Hanna
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