
Pacific City State Airport
Airport Overview



• Opened July, 1951

• Only paved runway within 16 miles, 
or a 30-minute driving distance 
from Pacific City

• Approximately 5 based aircraft and 
2,000 annual operations

• Important modal connection to the 
National Airspace System

• Serves local residents, used for 
tourism, commerce, recreation, 
resiliency, medivac/coast guard 
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• Located in
Floodplain

• Regularly
floods during
King Tides



• 2 unimproved Parcels 
acquired by Oregon 
Department of Aviation 
in 2020

• Still no direct public access 





• Runway Object Free Area (ROFA) – “a clear area limited to 
equipment necessary for air and ground navigation and 
provides wingtip protection in the event of an aircraft 
excursion from the runway.”

• “Keep area clear of parked aircraft and vehicles, and any 
non-navigational objects not allowed in paragraph 
3.12.1, item 4.” (AC 150/5300-13B).

• Runway Protection Zone (RPZ) – “a protection zone that 
serves to enhance the protection of people and property 
on the ground. Airport owner control and implementation 
of compatible land use principles for each runway RPZ is 
the optimum method of ensuring the public’s safety in 
these areas.”



• PFC is severely 
constrained with non-
conforming land uses
• Runway Protection Zone 

(RPZ)

• Runway Object Free 
Area (ROFA)

• Significant hazards in 
Approach and 
Transitional Surfaces



• Encroachment and failing to 
prevent incompatible land 
uses is the #1 airport killer

• Airports are not being 
replaced

• Communities lose their vital 
connection to the National 
Airspace System



• 2010s: Safety concerns with obstruction 
hazards and encroachment led ODAV/Aviation 
Board to pursue selling PFC



• State Aviation Board Discussions:
• 6/23/2011 – “The Oregon Aviation Board will take all reasonable steps to try 

and get the decision allowing the gaming arcade to go in next to Pacific City 
Airport reversed.”

• 9/18/2012 – Board Vice-Chair Chris Corich responded to public comment: 
“the problem with Pacific City wasn’t fiscal in nature but a safety problem 
since the airport does not meet any objective standards for safety, 
dimensions or set-backs.” 

• 10/16/2012 – Board member Joe Smith stated: “of all the state owned 
airports, Pacific City was closest to having one foot in the grave and one foot 
on the banana peel.” Suggested alternatives to disposing of the airport. 



• State Aviation Board Discussions (continued):
• 11/08/2012– Director Mitch Swecker to meet with airport stakeholders and 

related officials on 11/19/2012 and 12/19/2012 
• 1/08/2013 – The Aviation Board discussed options regarding Pacific City State 

Airport. Safety issues, risk, liability waivers, and transferring ownership were 
discussed.

• 5/09/2013 – Challenges regarding pump station encroachment and ODAV 
efforts to mitigate hazards discussed

• 7/18/2013 – Development near the airport continues – New proposed 
residence in Runway Protection Zone (RPZ).

• 5/12/2015 – Complaints have been received from home owners surrounding 
the airport that several aircraft have been flying low over their homes.



• State Aviation Board Discussions (continued):
• 9/15/2015 – Recent discussions on a potential LLC taking over the airport. 

Reversionary clauses require the airport remain in public-use or revert to 
original owners.

• 10/19/2017 – Vote authorizing Airport Real Estate Transaction – Pacific City 
State Airport Transfer – Passed Unanimously (Included superseding clause to 
revert back to ODAV to avoid full reversion).

• 1/18/2018 – Considerable discussion on airport transfer and ODAV not 
intending to close airports. Private ownership/improvements discussed. 
Timeline set for transfer, June 2018. 

• 5/17/2018 – Several public comments received on PFC.



• State Aviation Board Discussions (continued):
• 7/19/2018 – Motion approved suspending all disposition activities and move 

forward with a Request for Information (RFI) seeking guidance on the future 
of the airport and how to mitigate risk. 

• 9/20/2018 – RFI (Friends 2018 response and 1 public comment received)

• 10/18/2018 – Vote – Pacific City Transfer Rescinded. 

• 4/4/2019 – Overview of MOU with Friends of PFC.

• 6/6/2019 – Discussion of MOU with Friends of PFC.



• Friends of PFC formed

• MOU signed 2021



• Friends of PFC MOU – Signed 2021



• New obstruction hazards and 
incompatible land uses 
continue to be permitted



• New obstruction hazards and 
incompatible land uses continue 
to be proposed/permitted
• Ladd’s Corner

• Dollar General

• Sign for Vacation Rental

• Taco Shop

• Residences and rental properties

• ODAV is last line of defense for 
PFC



• Three recent public meetings 
regarding obstruction 
hazards/safety concerns:
• 6/20/2024 Community meeting 

with Tillamook County

• 4/13/2025 Tillamook Commission 
Meeting

• 7/29/2026 Tillamook Commission 
Meeting



• New obstructions continue to be 
permitted
• Residential, commercial buildings, 

poles, and signs



• Airport needs considerable 
maintenance and improvements
• Drainage, access controls, 

pavement maintenance, parking



• Recent SOAR projects:
• Cycle 2 (2018) - $103,778.10

• Tree removal, Ditch cleanout, Flood Gate 
Repair, Bathroom Remodel

• Cycle 3 (2020) - $430,000 approved
• $176,609.69 – Property Acquisition for 

access road

• $37,684.25 – Drainage Study and property 
appraisal

• $215,706.06 Remaining

• Cycle 6 (2026) - $1,159,296.94 approved
• $1,375,000 total remaining (cycles 3 and 6)



• 2027 Access Road, 
Apron, and Drainage 
Improvement Project
• Provide new public 

access to the apron

• Expand and 
rehabilitate the apron

• Improve drainage on 
the airfield



• Access Road, Apron, and Drainage 
Improvement Cost Opinion



• Cost Opinion does not include 
County permit requirements to:
• Replace outfall storm pipe with 

HDPE

• Create detention to 
accommodate a 25-year 24-hour 
storm event within existing ditch 
line. 



Questions?
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