
Pacific City State Airport
Airport Overview



ÅOpened July,1951

ÅOnly paved runway within 16 miles, 
or a 30-minute driving distance 
from Pacific City

ÅApproximately 5 based aircraft and 
2,000 annual operations

ÅImportant modal connection to the 
National Airspace System

ÅServes local residents, used for 
tourism, commerce, recreation, 
resiliency, medivac/coast guard 
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ÅLocatedin
Floodplain

ÅRegularly
floodsduring
King Tides



Å2 unimproved Parcels 
acquired by Oregon 
Department of Aviation 
in 2020

ÅStill no direct public access 





Å Runway Object Free Area (ROFA) ς άŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
equipment necessary for air and ground navigation and 
provides wingtip protection in the event of an aircraft 
ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴǿŀȅΦέ
Å άYŜŜǇ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ 

non-navigational objects not allowed in paragraph 
оΦмнΦмΣ ƛǘŜƳ пΦέ ό!/ мрлκролл-13B).

Å Runway Protection Zone (RPZ) ς άŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȊƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
serves to enhance the protection of people and property 
on the ground. Airport owner control and implementation 
of compatible land use principles for each runway RPZ is 
ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƳǳƳ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦέ



ÅPFC is severely 
constrained with non-
conforming land uses
ÅRunway Protection Zone 

(RPZ)

ÅRunway Object Free 
Area (ROFA)

ÅSignificant hazards in 
Approach and 
Transitional Surfaces



ÅEncroachment and failing to 
prevent incompatible land 
uses is the #1 airport killer

ÅAirports are not being 
replaced

ÅCommunities lose their vital 
connection to the National 
Airspace System



Å2010s: Safety concerns with obstruction 
hazards and encroachment led ODAV/Aviation 
Board to pursue selling PFC



ÅState Aviation Board Discussions:
Å6/23/2011 ς ά¢ƘŜ hǊŜƎƻƴ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ .ƻŀǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ 

and get the decision allowing the gaming arcade to go in next to Pacific City 
!ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜŘΦέ

Å9/18/2012 ς Board Vice-Chair Chris Corich responded to public comment: 
άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ /ƛǘȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ōǳǘ ŀ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ 
since the airport does not meet any objective standards for safety, 
dimensions or set-ōŀŎƪǎΦέ 

Å10/16/2012 ς .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ WƻŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΥ άƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ state owned 
airports, Pacific City was closest to having one foot in the grave and one foot 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŀƴŀ ǇŜŜƭΦέ {ǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ 



ÅState Aviation Board Discussions (continued):
Å11/08/2012ς Director Mitch Swecker to meet with airport stakeholders and 

related officials on 11/19/2012 and 12/19/2012 
Å1/08/2013 ς The Aviation Board discussed options regarding Pacific City State 

Airport. Safety issues, risk, liability waivers, and transferring ownership were 
discussed.
Å5/09/2013 ς Challenges regarding pump station encroachment and ODAV 

efforts to mitigate hazards discussed
Å7/18/2013 ς Development near the airport continues ς New proposed 

residence in Runway Protection Zone (RPZ).
Å5/12/2015 ς Complaints have been received from home owners surrounding 

the airport that several aircraft have been flying low over their homes.



ÅState Aviation Board Discussions (continued):
Å9/15/2015 ς Recent discussions on a potential LLC taking over the airport. 

Reversionary clauses require the airport remain in public-use or revert to 
original owners.

Å10/19/2017 ς Vote authorizing Airport Real Estate Transaction ς Pacific City 
State Airport Transfer ς Passed Unanimously (Included superseding clause to 
revert back to ODAV to avoid full reversion).

Å1/18/2018 ς Considerable discussion on airport transfer and ODAV not 
intending to close airports. Private ownership/improvements discussed. 
Timeline set for transfer, June 2018. 

Å5/17/2018 ς Several public comments received on PFC.



ÅState Aviation Board Discussions (continued):
Å7/19/2018 ς Motion approved suspending all disposition activities and move 

forward with a Request for Information (RFI) seeking guidance on the future 
of the airport and how to mitigate risk. 

Å9/20/2018 ς RFI (Friends 2018 response and 1 public comment received)

Å10/18/2018 ς Vote ς Pacific City Transfer Rescinded. 

Å4/4/2019 ς Overview of MOU with Friends of PFC.

Å6/6/2019 ς Discussion of MOU with Friends of PFC.



ÅFriends of PFC formed

ÅMOU signed 2021



ÅFriends of PFC MOU ς Signed 2021


