
 
Aug 3rd, 2020 
RE: ​8/3/20 Code Committee Meeting - Residential Solar Ready Provisions 
 
Dear Technical Model Code Review Committee, 
 
Thank you for receiving my comment. For the record, my name is Zach Snyder and I am Program 
Manager at Solar Oregon, a statewide nonprofit that has educated consumers and the general 
public about solar and other forms of clean energy for the past four decades. I am commenting today 
to urge the committee to include a ‘solar-ready zone’ in the state’s Solar Ready provisions. 
 
Solar Ready is a set of simple requirements for new construction--in this case residential--that 
ensure that a home is compatible with a rooftop solar installation. There are two main components of 
Solar Ready: an electrical conduit run from near the home’s electrical panel to the attic space, and a 
‘solar-ready zone’ on the roof that ensures sufficient space for a future solar installation. Solar Ready 
is increasingly common practice around the world, and there are well thought out international 
standards that are simple, allow for common-sense exceptions, and minimize burden for builders. 
 
Both the conduit and the ‘solar-ready zone’ on the roof are important, but the ‘solar-ready zone’ is by 
far the most important part of Solar Ready. Without the ‘solar-ready zone’, there may not be 
sufficient roof space to install a single solar panel. This situation is very commonly encountered by 
homeowners and solar industry professionals today across Oregon, and so Solar Ready provisions 
that include a ‘solar-ready zone’ on the roof represent an easy but significant improvement to code. 
The International Residential Code (IRC) Appendix U (attached) is a widely accepted international 
standard for the ‘solar-ready zone’. 
 
Appendix T in the resources you were provided for this meeting (attached) outlines highly robust 
provisions for a ‘solar-ready zone’ on the roof. Appendix T of your packet is nearly identical to 
Appendix U of the IRC, except that it has the two additional provisions T103.5 and T103.6. 
 
In addition to existing provisions regarding the conduit run, Solar Oregon recommends adopting 
Appendix T as written, and expects that it’s implementation would not burden builders significantly. 
However, if the committee is seeking the most simple Solar Ready possible, Solar Oregon 
recommends adopting a subset of Appendix T that includes at least provisions T103.1 through 
T103.5. This subset represents a featherweight Solar Ready that ensures a home at least has space 
on the roof for solar panels. Without these basic roof area requirements, any Solar Ready code will 
allow for homes to be built and marketed as Solar Ready when they may in fact be fundamentally 
incompatible with solar. 
 
Thank you for your time, and careful consideration of this topic. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Zach Snyder 














