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Opportunity for public input: 

Those who would like to provide testimony should virtually attend a public hearing on Feb. 16, 2021 at 9:30 
a.m. The hearing will be located virtually and at the Building Codes Division, Conference Room A, and all 

attendance from the public will be virtual and offered via GoToMeeting and telephone. 

Written comments may be submitted to the BCD rules coordinator, at rulescoordinator.bcd@oregon.gov, or to 

the address below. All written comments must be received by Feb. 26, 2021 at 5 p.m. 

If you wish to provide oral testimony at the hearing, the best way to connect is to join the meeting from your 
computer, tablet or mobile device with internet access using a headset or earphones with a microphone. If you 
are unable to connect through your computer, tablet or mobile device, you can dial in using your phone. Use 

the following information to connect to the meeting. 

By computer, tablet, or mobile device: Global.gotomeeting.com/join/770307381 

By phone: United States: +1 (872) 240-3412 

Access Code: 770-307-381 

(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.) 

- One-touch: tel:+18722403412,,770307381# 

Get more information about giving testimony at Oregon.gov/bcd/Documents/GoToMeeting-process.pdf 

Live broadcast via the internet: 

To view the public hearing live, click on “View live meeting,” or go to the division homepage at 

Oregon.gov/bcd, and click on “View live meetings.” 

Purpose of the rule: 

This proposed rule amends Chapter 1 the 2019 Oregon Structural Specialty Code (OSSC) to resolve 
ambiguity, remove conflicts between the various codes, clarify authority, and harmonize certain code 

provisions. 

Citation: 

Amends: OAR 918-460-0015. 

These proposed rules become effective April 1, 2021. 

History: 

Chapter 1 outlines the administrative provisions of the OSSC. While the national code body attempts to place 
administrative provisions within Chapter 1 that will be useful nationwide, they cannot capture the unique 
statutory authority of each state. As such, the division has been making an effort to appropriately adjust 

Chapter 1 provisions for Oregon to accurately reflect the delegable authority and division policy under ORS 

455. 
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The revised Chapter includes modifications of the following: 

• Scoping: This concept, implemented by the 2019 OSSC, is further clarified within the revised scope 
of both the ORSC and the OSSC. While reasonable safeguards for both occupants and users of 
buildings are applicable statewide under the state building code, a deference to local municipalities 
and local elected officials is in place for unoccupied structure regulation. The scope lists these 

optional matters that may be regulated by local ordinance, under the division’s authority. Where these 

matters are optionally regulated, the construction standard of the state building code shall apply. 

• Matters for Local Regulation Other than Delegated Division Authority: The amendments clarify 
matters that fall outside of the division’s delegable authority, but may be subject to a local 
municipality’s independent regulatory authority. Since these matters are beyond the authority of the 
division, the standards of the state building code are not mandatory, but may be referenced via local 

ordinance. 

• Local Ordinances: Nothing in the state building code limits a local municipality’s ability to require 
application of its own ordinances. This includes simultaneous review procedures and any associated 
local processes. The general model code inclusion of “or other local ordinances” has been deleted 

throughout both chapter drafts. It is impractical for the state building code to reference all locally 
adopted ordinances as legally sufficient. As such, local ordinances need to be adopted and 

implemented locally, with direct guidance from local legal counsel. 

• Disconnection of Service Utilities: Local municipalities may have independent local authority 
outside their building program regarding disconnection of fuel lines and utilities. The division does 
not have delegable authority regarding the disconnection of fuel lines and utilities, even in an 
emergency. Appliances governed by the state building code and covered under an active permit are 

subject to building official approval. Local legal counsel can determine local authority. 

• Stop Work Orders: Local municipalities may have independent local authority outside their building 
program regarding stop work orders. The division’s statutory authority regarding stop work orders is 

not delegable to a local municipality. Local legal counsel can determine local authority. 

Contact: 

If you have questions or need further information, contact Tony Rocco, Structural Program Chief, at 503-373-

7529 or Anthony.J.Rocco@oregon.gov. 

mailto:Anthony.J.Rocco@oregon.gov


 

2019 Oregon Structural Specialty Code 

Chapter 1 Amendments to the OSSC 

Draft changes 

918-460-0015 

Amendments to the Oregon Structural Specialty Code 

(1) The Oregon Structural Specialty Code is amended pursuant to OAR chapter 918, division 8. 
Amendments adopted for inclusion into the Oregon Structural Specialty Code are placed in this rule, 

showing the section reference, a descriptive caption, and a short description of the amendment. 

(2) Effective April 1, 2021, Chapter 1 of the 2019 Oregon Structural Specialty Code is amended 

according to the following: 

(a) Amend Section 101 to specify exceptions for optional local adoption regarding building permits, 

including for certain retaining walls, fences other than those serving as swimming pool barriers, 

flagpoles under 25 feet, ground mounted photovoltaic systems, fixed docks not supporting a 

structure, unoccupied grain elevators and silos, tsunami loads, rodent proofing, and in-ground 

swimming pools, to specify matters not available for local regulation under the statutory authority 

of the state building code, and to clarify a municipality’s ability to require application of its own 

ordinances; 

(b) Amend Section 102 to clarify that building officials cannot waive fire and life safety provisions 

that would create dangerous or unsafe conditions; 

(c) Amend Section 103 to state that it is not adopted as part of the state building code; 

(d) Amend Section 104 to clarify building official record retention requirements, that building 

officials cannot waive fire and life safety provisions that would create dangerous or unsafe 

conditions, and the scope of modifications available to a building official; 

(e) Amend Section 105 to clarify the scope of work for certain permits, the scope of municipal 

authority, and a building official’s flexibility to adopt local permit and inspection record policies; 

(f) Amend Section 107 to clarify construction document requirements, and the scope of municipal 

authority; 

(g) Amend Section 110 clarify the scope of building official inspection authority, and the scope of 

municipal authority; 

(h) Amend Section 111 to clarify the scope of building official revocation authority, and the scope of 

municipal authority; and 

(i) Sections 103, 112, 115, and 116 are not adopted. 

[Publications: Publications referenced are available from the agency.] 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 447.231, 455.030, 455.110 & 455.496 

Stats. Implemented: ORS 455.110 

Hist: BCA 18-1993, f. 8-24-93, cert. ef. 8-29-93; BCA 28-1993, f. 10-22-93, cert. ef. 1-1-94; BCD 6-
1994, f. 2-25-94, cert. ef. 5-1-94; BCD 22-1994, f. 9-28-94, cert. ef. 1-1-95; BCD 31-1994(Temp), f. & 
cert. ef. 12-23-94 thru 6-21-95; BCD 32-1994, f. & cert. ef. 12-30-94; BCD 2-1995, f. & cert. ef. 2-9-95; 
BCD 5-1995, f. & cert. ef. 3-15-95; BCD 2-1996, f. 2-2-96, cert. ef. 4-1-96; BCD 6-1996, f. 3-29-96, cert. 
ef. 4-1-96; BCD 12-1997, f. 9-10-97, cert. ef. 10-1-97; BCD 19-1998, f. 9-30-98, cert. ef. 10-1-98; BCD 
24-1998(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 12-1-98 thru 5-29-99; BCD 3-1999, f. 3-12-99, cert. ef. 4-1-99; BCD 5-
1999, f. 6-17-99, cert. ef. 10-1-99; BCD 12-1999(Temp), f. 9-23-99, cert. ef. 11-1-99 thru 4-28-00; BCD 

2-2000 f. 1-14-00, cert. ef. 4-1-00; BCD 20-2000, f. 9-15-00, cert. ef. 10-1-00; BCD 8-2001, f. 7-17-01, 
cert. ef. 10-1-01; BCD 18-2001, f. 12-21-01, cert. ef. 1-1-02; BCD 14-2003, f. 8-13-03, cert. ef. 10-1-03; 



 

BCD 18-2003(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 11-14-03 thru 5-11-04; BCD 5-2004, f. & cert. ef. 4-1-04; BCD 16-
2004, f. 9-24-04, cert. ef. 10-1-04; BCD 21-2004, f. & cert. ef. 10-1-04; BCD 9-2005(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 
4-7-05 thru 9-30-05; BCD 14-2005, f. & cert. ef. 7-5-05; BCD 18-2005(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 7-12-05 thru 
9-30-05; BCD 22-2005, f. 9-29-05, cert. ef. 10-1-05; BCD 23-2005, f. 9-29-05, cert. ef. 10-1-05; BCD 1-

2006, f. & cert. ef. 2-1-06; BCD 9-2006, f. 6-30-2006, cert. ef. 7-1-06; BCD 1-2007, f. 2-15-07, cert. ef. 
4-1-07; BCD 9-2008(Temp), f. & cert ef. 6-25-08 thru 12-22-08; BCD 20-2008, f. 9-30-08, cert. ef. 10-1-
08; BCD 4-2010, f. 5-14-10, cert. ef. 7-1-10; BCD 19-2010, f. 12-30-10, cert. ef. 1-1-11; BCD 1-2011, f. 
& cert. ef. 2-15-11; BCD 14-2011(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 5-13-11 thru 11-9-11; BCD 28-2011, f. 9-30-11, 
cert. ef. 10-1-11; BCD 30-2011, f. & cert. ef. 11-1-11; BCD 32-2011, f. 12-30-11, cert. ef. 1-1-12; BCD 
1-2012, f. 1-31-12, cert. ef. 2-1-12; BCD 8-2012, f. 8-31-12, cert. ef. 9-1-12; BCD 7-2014, f. 6-20-14, 
cert. ef. 7-1-14; BCD 3-2015, f. 3-24-15, cert. ef. 4-1-15; BCD 2-2016, f. 1-28-16, cert. ef. 2-1-16; BCD 
15-2016(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 11-3-16 thru 5-1-17; BCD 5-2017(Temp), f. 5-1-17, cert. ef. 5-2-17 thru 10-

28-17; BCD 14-2017(Temp), f. 10-25-17, cert. ef. 10-29-17 thru 4-26-18; BCD 9-2018 (Temp), f. 4-27-
18, cert. ef. 4-27-18 thru 10-23-18; BCD 23-2018, f. 9-28-18, cert. ef. 10-1-18; BCD 11-2019, f. 9-26-19, 
cert. ef. 10-1-2019 


