Notice of Permanent Rule
October 1, 2016

State of Oregon

Building Codes Division

—tter Buildings for Oregon Uniform Alternate Construction Standards

Purpose of the rule:

This rule implements the uniform alternate construction standards required by Oregon Revised Statute 455.610.
The new standards are in response to the department of justice’s determination that the previous rules were legally
insufficient. This new rule replaces the previous rules.

Citation:

Adopt: OAR 918-480-0125.
Repeal: OAR 918-480-0100, -0110, -0120.
These rule changes become effective October 1, 2016.

Effect of the rule:

These rule changes create a legally sufficient alternate construction process appropriate for ORS 455.610. The
process allows a fire official to make a determination whether there is inadequate water supply or access for a lot.
Once the determination has been made that a site has inadequate water supply or access, a building official can
provide notice of intent to allow the use of the uniform alternate construction standards. Notice must be given in
conjunction with the approval of a land use application. Once a building official has provided notice, it is in the
building official’s sole discretion to determine which, if any, uniform alternate construction standards are to be used
to address the issues of inadequate water supply or access. A notice of intent to allow the use of the uniform
alternate construction standards does not require a building official to use them. However, the only way a building
official may use the uniform alternate construction standards is by providing the notice of intent in conjunction with
the land use approval. Additionally, regardless of a building official’s notice of intent to use the uniform alternate
construction standards, a customer will still have the choice to comply with the locally adopted standards for water
supply and fire access.

These rule changes incorporate changes based on feedback received from the public hearing and replace the
temporary rules that became effective June 28, 2016.

Contact:

If you have questions or need further information, contact Richard Rogers, Chief Building Official, at
503.378.4472, or richard.rogers@oregon.gov.
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1535 Edgewater St. NW, Salem, OR 97304 4 P.O. Box 14470, Salem, OR 97309-0404
503-378-4133 ¢ Fax: 503-378-2322 4 bcd.oregon.gov



http://bcd.oregon.gov/
mailto:richard.rogers@oregon.gov

Secretary of State
. . FILED
Certificate and Order for Filing 9-30-16 3-07 PM

PERMANENT ADMINISTRATIVE RULES ARCHIVES DIVISION

SECRETARY OF STATE

| certify that the attached copies are true, full and correct copies of the PERMANENT Rule(s) adopted on Upon filing. by the

Department of Consumer and Business Services, Building Codes Division 918

Agency and Division Administrative Rules Chapter Number
Holly A. Tucker (503) 378-5331

Rules Coordinator Telephone

PO Box 14470, Salem, OR 97309-0404

Address

To become effective 10/01/2016 Rulemaking Notice was published in the August 2016 Oregon Bulletin.

RULE CAPTION
Uniform Alternate Construction Standards for One and Two Family Dwellings

Not more than 15 words that reasonably identifies the subject matter of the agency's intended action.

RULEMAKING ACTION
Secure approval of new rule numbers with the Administrative Rules Unit prior to filing.

ADOPT:
918-480-0125

AMEND:

REPEAL:
918-480-0100, 918-480-0110, 918-480-0120, 918-480-0125(T)

RENUMBER:
AMEND AND RENUMBER:

Statutory Authority:
ORS 455.610

Other Authority:

Statutes Implemented:
ORS 455.610

RULE SUMMARY

These rule changes are in response to updated legal guidance on the appropriate interpretation and implementation of ORS 455.610. The
new rule implements the uniform alternative construction standards for one and two family dwellings required under ORS 455.610.
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918-480-0125
Uniform Alternate Construction Standard for
One and Two Family Dwellings

(1) For lots of record created on or after July 2,
2001, if the building official intends to allow one or
more of the Uniform Alternate Construction
Standards at the time of building permit application,
triggered by fire official determinations of inadequate
apparatus access or water supply, the building official
must:

(@) Provide at least a general notification of the
intent to allow such Uniform Alternate Construction
Standards; and

(b) Provide such notification in conjunction
with the approval of a land use application under
ORS 197.522.

(2) The building official, acting in conformance
with these rules, may choose to apply one or more
Uniform Alternate Construction Standards after a
determination by a fire official with authority over
water supply and apparatus access, that the water
supply, apparatus access, or both are inadequate at a
site. A building official shall give consideration to
advice of the State Fire Marshal or local fire official
that does not conflict with this rule, but shall retain
the authority to make final decisions. Decisions to
consider a Uniform Alternate Construction Standard
and the selection of one or more Uniform Alternate
Construction Standards by a building official are
final.

(3) A Uniform Alternate Construction Standard
is not a Statewide Alternate Method.

(4) Uniform Alternate Construction Standards
for One and Two Family Dwellings. Uniform
Alternate Construction Standards are limited to one
or more of the following fire suppression and fire
containment components:

(@) Installation of an NFPA Standard 13D fire
suppression system;

(b) Installation of additional layers of 5/8 inch,
Type-X gypsum wallboard;

(c) Installation of fire-resistive
compartmentalization of dwellings to limit the spread
of fire by use of fire-resistant building elements,
components or assemblies. Fire-resistance ratings
shall be determined in accordance with the Oregon
Structural Specialty Code;

(d) Installation of fire-resistive exterior wall
covering and roofing components; or

(e) Provide fire separation containment in
accordance with the default standards as set forth in
the Wildland-Urban Interface rules adopted by the
Oregon Department of Forestry (see OAR 629-044-
1060).

(5) When unique site conditions exist on a lot or
when installation of a full NFPA Standard 13D fire

suppression system is impractical due to substantially
increased local system development charges, a
building official may accept installation of a partial
NFPA Standard 13D fire suppression system in
conjunction with one or more of the Uniform
Alternate  Construction ~ Standards  listed in
subsections (4)(b) through (e) of this rule.

Stat. Auth.: ORS 455.610

Stat. Implemented: ORS 455.610

Hist.: BCD 7-2016(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 6-28-16 thru
12-24-16



