Did you know...?

Every $1 of taxpayer investment yields a return of $6.80 in benefits. In other words,
taxpayers fully recover the cost of the original investment and also receive a return of
$5.80 in addition to every dollar they paid. The average annual internal rate of return

for taxpayers is 14.3%.

(Source: AACC, Where the Value Meets the Road: The Economic Impact of Community College, Feb 2014)

2014 legislative session closes: community college recap

The 2014 legislative session closed last Friday having passed a number of bills that will affect Oregon
community colleges and CCWD. Oregon Community College Association published a recap, which is
available here:
http://www.occal7.com/assets/documents/2014Legislature/2014%20end%200f%20session%20report%20f
inal.pdf

Redesigned SAT receives mixed reviews

Last week the College Board unveiled plans for the redesigned SAT, which the nonprofit organization plans
to roll out in the spring of 2016. The new exam will contain "relevant" vocabulary words, focus in greater
depth on fewer math topics, and ask students to cite specific passages that support their answers.

Read about the changes in the complete Chronicle of Higher Education article here:
http://chronicle.com/article/Plans-for-New-SAT-Spark-
Mixed/145141/?cid=at&utm _source=at&utm_ medium=en

Several other publications weighed in on the new SAT test:

The New York Times published an article: A New SAT Aims to Realign with Schoolwork:
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/06/education/major-changes-in-sat-announced-by-college-
board.html?ref=education& r=0

Read The Huffington Post article: Scary-Strong Correlation Between Income and SAT Scores:
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/03/06/raising-sat-score _n_4907444.html|

Almost a third of college drop outs would have been more likely to graduate
had they started at a two-year college

A January 2014 CALDER working paper reports that about 70% of four- year college drop-outs have a
higher predicted probability of success beginning at a four-year college, but for the other 30%, their
predicted probability of bachelor’s degree attainment would have been higher had they started at a two-
year college. This is particularly true for first-generation college students, about 40% of which would have
been more likely to earn a bachelor’s degree had they begun at a two-year college.
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Read the complete Hechinger Report’s Education by the Numbers article here:

http://educationbythenumbers.org/content/almost-third-college-drop-outs-likely-graduate-started-two-
year-college 971/

Low-income families bearing the brunt of college price hikes

Three articles in Monday’s Hechinger Report highlight how America’s colleges and universities are quietly
shifting the burden of big tuition increases onto low-income students:

http://hechingerreport.org/content/data-show-poorer-families-bearing-brunt-college-price-hikes 14999/
http://hechingerreport.org/content/college-federal-financial-aid-increasingly-benefits-rich 15001/
http://hechingerreport.org/content/families-pay-less-college-others 15003/

The Mission of the Oregon Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development is to contribute leadership
and resources to increase the skills, knowledge and career opportunities of Oregonians.

http://www.oregon.gov/CCWD/ 503-378-8648
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