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PUC is strongly committed to a sustainable future and implementing necessary actions. 
The PUC sustainability plan is incorporated in the PUC mission and agency business 
plan. A select group of leaders are responsible for implementing PUC’s sustainability 
plan. Coordination with the Oregon Department of Energy and obtaining input from the 
general public are key to the success of the plan. In an effort to further educate PUC 
employees, additional information was added to PUC’s new employee orientation 
regarding sustainability. Implementation of the PUC sustainability plan began in January 
2004 by reviewing utility filings to determine possible actions. Review is ongoing as 
tariffs are filed.
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As noted on the PUC web site, Beardsley Building Development installed a solar panel 
array on the rooftop of our current building. The use of this system will save the 
equivalent of 7,880 trees or 34,590 gallons of gasoline. The Beardsley Building also uses 
a window tint (Panorama Slate 20) which reduces energy consumption. PUC installed 
filtered water bottle fountains on the 1st through 4th floors. As of January 6, 2016, this 
equates to a savings of 7,061 water bottles, helping in the reduction of environmental 
waste.
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PUC purchases energy efficient computers and monitors. To save on paper products, 
PUC uses email and e-filings whenever possible. 
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PUC encourages staff to carpool, ride the bus system, and telecommute when feasible. 
A Portland Satellite Office has been established to reduce commuting time to Salem 
when there are stakeholder and utility meetings in Portland. 
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PUC recycles printer and copier toner cartridges. PUC encourages waste reduction by 
providing recycle barrels for staff use.

7



PUC encourages citizen involvement through public meetings and open hearings. To 
further education regarding sustainability, PUC publishes consumer and agency fact 
sheets on the web site. Sustainability information has also been included in the PUC’s 
monthly newsletter The Communicator.
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PUC is achieving their sustainability goal through the following three actions: 
Performance measures and targets, new energy pricing programs, and efficient use 
water rate pricing.

Performance measures and targets have been established to gauge the performance of 
the Energy Trust of Oregon in acquiring cost-effective conservation and renewable 
resources. PUC oversees the Energy Trust of Oregon for the expenditure of public 
purpose, gas utility program funding and supplemental energy efficiency. Funds are 
collected from Portland General Electric, PacifiCorp, Northwest Natural, and Cascade 
Natural Gas customers. More details are available on the PUC Sustainability web site.

PUC is working with and encouraging utilities to develop energy pricing programs that 
encourage customers to reduce usage or shift it to off-peak and offer cost-effective
programs. Those strategies include peak load pricing, energy buybacks, dispatchable
standby generation and direct load control.

PUC encourages water utilities to adopt volumetric rates or increasing block rates in an 
effort to encourage customers to use water more efficiently.

Full details of the goal actions are available on the puc website at 
www.oregon.gov/PUC.
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PUC purchases energy efficient computers and monitors. To save on paper products, 
PUC uses email and e-filings whenever possible. PUC encourages staff to carpool, ride 
the bus system, and telecommute when feasible. A Portland Satellite Office has been 
established to reduce commuting time to Salem when there are stakeholder and utility 
meetings in Portland. PUC recycles printer and copier toner cartridges. PUC encourages 
citizen involvement through public meetings and open hearings. To further education 
regarding sustainability, PUC publishes consumer and agency fact sheets on the web 
site.
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