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Scott,  
 
Here are the two latest FF Cancer Studies  
 

LaRoche, E cancer. Incidence and mortality among firefighters: An overview of 

epidemiologically systematic reviews international Journal of environmental research and 

public health, 2021, 18, 2 5 1 9 

Abstract: Firefighters are exposed to carcinogens that may increase their risk of 

developing many types of occupational cancer. Many systematic reviews (SRs) have been 

produced with sometimes conflicting conclusions. In this overview of reviews, we aim to 

assess the conclusion consistency across the available systematic reviews on the cancer 

risk in firefighters. Literature searches were conducted in several indexed databases and 

grey literature to retrieve systematic reviews aiming to evaluate cancer incidence or 

cancer mortality in firefighters. Results from included SRs were analyzed according to the 

tumor site. Out of 1054 records identified by the search in the databases, a total of 11 SRs 

were ultimately included. The original studies (n = 104) analyzed in the SRs were 

published between 1959 and 2018. The results consistently reported a significant 

increase in the incidence of rectal, prostate, bladder and testicular cancers as well as 

mesothelioma and malignant melanoma in firefighters compared to the general 

population. The SRs also indicate that death rates from rectal cancer and non-Hodgkin's 

lymphoma arc higher among firefighters. Consistent SR results suggest that several 

types of cancer may be more frequent in firefighters than in the general population. 

Jalilian, H, International Journal of cancer: 145, 26 39-46 (2019) 

Firefighters are exposed to both known and suspected carcinogens. This study aims to  
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systematically review the literature on the association of firefighting occupation and 

cancer incidence and mortality, overall and for specific cancer sites. A systematic review 

using PubMed, Embase, and Web of Science was performed up to January 1, 2018. We 

extracted risk estimates of cancers and calculated summary incidence risk estimates (SIRE), 

summary mortality risk estimates (SMRE), and their 95% confidence intervals (Cl). 

Publication bias and risk of bias in individual studies were assessed using Begg's and 

Egger's tests and the Newcastle-Ottawa scale (NOS), respectively. We included 50 

papers in the review and 48 in the meta-analysis. We found significantly elevated SIREs 

for cancer of the colon (1.14; CI 1.06 to 1.21), rectum (1.09; CI 1.00 to 1.20), 

prostate(1.15; CI 1.05 to 1.27), testis (1.34; CI 1.08 to 1.68), bladder (1.12; CI 

1.04 to 1.21), 

 
Please share with your MLAC team mates on both sides. These are the studies that the 
IME cited in his affirmation of the Salem FF case. We have older studies we could include 
if you like.  
 
 
Regards,  
 
Karl  
 
 
 


