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We are on stolen land.



Saturday, June 6, 2020, Salem, Oregon 
photo by Jo Ogden 



Recognize & Respect

Oregon Civil Rights Bill signing, 1953. Seated, from left: Philip 
S. Hitchcock and Mark O. Hatfield.  Standing, from left:  Edgar 
Williams, Marie Smith, Ulysses Plummer, Rev. J. Harold Jones, 
Lorna J. Marple, Verdell Rutherford, and Otto G. Rutherford.

Harriet “Hattie” Redmond, woman 
suffrage activist, 1912
OHS Research Library, bb009628



Whiteness & White Supremacy

“Whiteness is an expectation (sometimes an unconscious expectation) 
that the government will maintain laws and policies generally benefiting 
White people. That system, which has been effectuated through all 
institutions that govern American society, is White supremacy. . . . On a 
day-to-day level, the system of White supremacy repeatedly has provided 
advantages to White people. . . . The system thereby encourages those 
of European ancestry to internalize their top-ranking — that is, to embody 
White supremacy — and that embodiment of expectation, conscious or 
otherwise, is Whiteness.”
— Carmen P. Thompson, “Expectation and Exclusion: An Introduction to Whiteness, White Supremacy, and Resistance in 
Oregon History,” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 120:4 (Winter 2019): 358. 



Oregon Donation Land Act, 1850

as published in OHQ, 120:4



George Williams’s anti-slavery letter

as published in OHQ, 120:4



Oregon Constitution: 1857, 1859

Preliminary draft of the Oregon State Constitution,  
Article II — Suffrage and Elections

OHS Research Library, Mss1227_f02a_Article-II_SuffrageElections



Anti-Asian Advocacy & Violence

as published in OHQ, 115:2

photo by Candise Nokes



Japanese American WWII Incarceration

Soldier posting Civilian Exclusion Order #1, 
1942, in Kitsap County, Washington
OHS Research Library 021104

Incarcerated Japanese Americans at Heart Mountain, Wyoming
OHS Research Library 44601



Racism & Organized Labor

as published in OHQ, 120:4



Housing Discrimination



Education Discrimination

as published in OHQ, 111:1

Ron Herndon stands on a table (in white sweater) at this 1982 BUF school board proteset. At right, 
behing the table, is school board member James Fenwick. Protesters are angry about the placement 
of Harriet Tubman Middle School. 



Discrimination Against Latinos

Interior of migrant worker housing, documented by activists in order 
to advocate for improvement

OHS Research Library, OrHi 97841



Police Violence

as published in OHQ, 120:4 as published in OHQ, 114:1



Everyday Racism



Everyday Racism

ABOVE: This bench is from the segregated section at the Mayfair Theatre, which 
allowed Black people to sit only in the upper gallery, on these wooden benches, while 
White people were allowed to sit in the individual seats. Photo from display in OHS’ 
History Hub exhibit. 

LEFT: Inside of the Heilig/Mayfair Theater; OHS Research Library bb00209
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