
  

  

 

May 9, 2020 

FDA guidance restricts use of KN95 respirators 
Oregon announcement by state health and safety officials follows federal restriction 

SALEM, Ore.-- Following a federal decision to restrict the use of KN95-style 
respirators for medical use in the United States, Oregon health and safety officials 
advise medical professionals to stop using KN95 respirators, in accordance with the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) guidance.   

Under an Emergency Use Authorization, the FDA previously allowed the use of 
KN95s for U.S. health care workers in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. On 
Thursday, the FDA revoked that authorization for more than 65 of the 80 authorized 
manufacturers, citing poor quality. The FDA guidance can be found here. 

The Oregon Health Authority (OHA) and Oregon’s Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) want to inform Oregonians this guidance applies only to the 
use of KN95 respirators. The FDA announcement does not impact other personal 
protective equipment, including N95 masks, which are safe to use. 

The previously certified KN95 respirators are in circulation in Oregon. Oregon 
Health Authority on Friday notified health and dental providers around the state who 
received KN95 respirators from the state stockpile and warned them that these are 
not for use as respirators. State officials also contacted counties, Tribes, and other 
recipient partners about the new restriction. 

KN95s can continue to be used as face coverings (similarly to the use of cloth, 
paper and disposable face coverings), but KN95s should not be used as respirators 
for health care professionals. 

“In health care settings, personnel are sometimes required to use respirators for 
protection,” said Michael Wood, administrator for Oregon OSHA. “In such cases, 
medical personnel should only use KN95 respirators that are on the FDA’s 
approved list.” 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.fda.gov_medical-2Ddevices_emergency-2Dsituations-2Dmedical-2Ddevices_faqs-2Deuas-2Dnon-2Dniosh-2Dapproved-2Drespirators-2Dduring-2Dcovid-2D19-2Dpandemic&d=DwMFaQ&c=7gilq_oJKU2hnacFUWFTuYqjMQ111TRstgx6WoATdXo&r=SHEZx8a5YfBIErLEHCKLxlR0SSti7RVxEskJuGcMNiLR3ogQtrU_N5Ovf6KF30fL&m=HWeQ-FNtCadbng4b5aMBpmPhNyLK41LAq7vn-3AupEQ&s=rcVm-wXGNac-Q1qQzqHdGmE4cdE7gFGYM6QwBQwoOfA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_niosh_npptl_topics_respirators_disp-5Fpart_n95list1.html&d=DwMFaQ&c=7gilq_oJKU2hnacFUWFTuYqjMQ111TRstgx6WoATdXo&r=SHEZx8a5YfBIErLEHCKLxlR0SSti7RVxEskJuGcMNiLR3ogQtrU_N5Ovf6KF30fL&m=HWeQ-FNtCadbng4b5aMBpmPhNyLK41LAq7vn-3AupEQ&s=xn0wGBQ3phINUbq6XsloEh3jhrwsOCsP5QL7odGnr1k&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_niosh_npptl_topics_respirators_disp-5Fpart_n95list1.html&d=DwMFaQ&c=7gilq_oJKU2hnacFUWFTuYqjMQ111TRstgx6WoATdXo&r=SHEZx8a5YfBIErLEHCKLxlR0SSti7RVxEskJuGcMNiLR3ogQtrU_N5Ovf6KF30fL&m=HWeQ-FNtCadbng4b5aMBpmPhNyLK41LAq7vn-3AupEQ&s=xn0wGBQ3phINUbq6XsloEh3jhrwsOCsP5QL7odGnr1k&e=


Contact information: 

Tim Heider, Public Information Officer, Oregon Health Authority 
(971) 599-0459 
Timothy.Heider@dhsoha.state.or.us 

Michael Wood, Administrator, Oregon OSHA  
(971) 707-0996 (mobile voice and text) 
Michael.Wood@Oregon.gov 

 

  

 

 

Oregon OSHA, a division of the Department of Consumer and Business Services, 
enforces the state's workplace safety and health rules and works to improve 
workplace safety and health for all Oregon workers. For more information, go 
to osha.oregon.gov. 
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