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Dear Ms. Psyk: 
 
Following discussions with your staff and further reflection, we are making the following 
corrections to our December 3, 2015 letter on implementation of the reasonable and prudent 
alternative for acute and chronic copper in our 2012 biological opinion on Oregon’s toxic water 
quality criteria. 
 
The first paragraph formerly read as follows:  
 

Your October 8, 2015 letter to us requests confirmation that the state of Oregon can 
comply with the reasonable and prudent alternatives (RPAs) for the acute and chronic 
copper aquatic life criteria specified in our 2012 biological opinion on EPA’s approval of 
the state of Oregon’s water quality standards for toxic substances by adopting EPA’s 
2007 biotic-ligand model (BLM) for copper or an updated copper BLM that is at least as 
stringent as the 2007 copper BLM.  As we have explained in several conference calls and 
email exchanges during the year 2014, the use of the copper BLM to derive location-
specific copper criteria or copper criteria based on averages by is appropriate under the 
RPA, provided that the state of Oregon has the appropriate data to input into the BLM 
and appropriate procedures to develop the averages.  Also, it will be important that the 
BLM-based criteria apply to all waters subject to the jurisdiction of the state of Oregon. 

 
The corrected first paragraph reads as follows: 

 
Your October 8, 2015 letter to us requests confirmation that the state of Oregon can 
comply with the reasonable and prudent alternatives (RPAs) for the acute and chronic 
copper aquatic life criteria specified in our 2012 biological opinion on EPA’s approval of 
the state of Oregon’s water quality standards for toxic substances by adopting EPA’s 




