Fact Sheet

Drug Take-Back Program

This fact sheet answers questions about the Drug Take-
Back Program. By July 1, 2021, Oregon will have
access to a statewide drug take-back program that offers
safe and secure disposal of unwanted drugs. The
program will be funded by drug manufacturers and
available free of charge to Oregon residents and other
covered entities identified in the Drug Take-Back Law
(ORS 459A.200 to 459A.266).

What will the Drug Take-Back Program offer?
A statewide drug take-back program must provide
convenience service in every county in Oregon,
including:
¢ Drop-off sites where people can physically dispose
of unwanted drugs in a secure repository;
e Prepaid envelopes for people to mail their
unwanted drugs to the program for destruction; and
e Education and outreach on safe disposal of drugs.

Collection services are for household disposal, not
pharmaceutical waste from businesses. Services will be
available to Oregon residents; nonbusiness entities in
Oregon; and ultimate users, as defined by 21 U.S.C.
802(27) (e.g., a person who has lawfully obtained and
possesses a controlled substance for their own use, or
for use of a household member).

Why is a drug take-back program important?
Leftover or expired drugs can pose a number of serious
environmental and health risks. Drugs left in a
household can lead to accidental poisonings, addiction,
or abuse. Drugs thrown in the garbage or flushed down
the toilet or drain can end up in our rivers or
groundwater. A national study of 139 streams in 30
states found household chemicals, including steroids
and other drugs, in 80% of water samples.

What will happen to drugs that are collected?
Collected drugs will be destroyed at a hazardous waste
disposal facility or a municipal solid waste incinerator
permitted to accept pharmaceutical waste.

Are there existing sites in Oregon where drugs
can be returned now?

Yes. A list of existing sites is available at
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/Hazards-and-
Cleanup/hw/Pages/Pharmaceuticals.aspx. As these sites
are independently operated, please check ahead to
confirm their hours and what drugs they will accept.

What drugs will be accepted through a
statewide drug take-back program?
e Prescription drugs;
e Nonprescription drugs (over-the-counter drugs);
e Drugs marketed under a brand name;

¢ Drugs marketed under a generic name; and
e Combination products.

What products will not be accepted?
Please consult ORS 459A.200(5)(c) for the full
list. Examples include:
e Vitamins or supplements;
e Herbal-based remedies or homeopathic
products;
o Cosmetics that are also regulated as
nonprescription drugs;
¢ Drugs used for animal medicines, including
parasiticide drugs for animals; and
e Exposed sharps.

Will tribes in Oregon have access to a
statewide drug take-back program?

Yes. Approved drug take-back programs must
serve Oregon residents, which include members
of Oregon tribes. Tribal pharmacies that register
with the Oregon Board of Pharmacy and tribal
law enforcement agencies may also become
authorized collectors for a program and agree to
collect drugs on a program’s behalf.

Which manufacturers must participate in
a drug take-back program?

Please review the Drug Take-Back Law,
particularly ORS 459A.200 and ORS 459A.203,
to understand what constitutes a covered drug
and a covered manufacturer. A covered
manufacturer must join a statewide drug take-
back program unless it provides sufficient proof
to DEQ that it manufactures covered drugs for
fewer than 50 patients in Oregon.

Who will operate the statewide
program(s)?

Program operators will develop and implement
a statewide program. A program operator must
be a 501(c)(3) organization and may be a drug
manufacturer, a group of drug manufacturers, or
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an agent acting on behalf of a manufacturer or
manufacturers.

To operate a program, a program operator must submit
a program plan to DEQ by Nov. 1, 2020 for approval.
The plan must describe how the proposed program will
provide statewide convenient service, including the
network of drop-off sites that the program will offer
throughout the state.

What is DEQ’s role?

In addition to reviewing and approving program plans,
DEQ will administer the overall Program and monitor
programs to ensure their compliance with the Drug
Take-Back Law and their approved plans. DEQ and the
Oregon Board of Pharmacy will share responsibilities
in inspecting drop-off sites.

Can multiple statewide programs exist?

Yes. Multiple statewide programs can be approved.
Programs must share a website with information on
drop-oft site locations, mail-back services, and any
collection events. Programs may also share drop-off
sites, but each program must provide convenient access
to all Oregon residents through its own network.

How many drop-off sites must a statewide
program provide?

Unless otherwise permitted by DEQ, a program
operator must establish at least one drop-off site in each
county in Oregon and each population center, which is
defined as a city or town and the unincorporated area of
the county within 10 miles from the center of the city or
town. There must be an additional site for every 50,000
residents of the city or town located within a population
center. Note, a site to serve the county can be counted
as a site to serve a population center.

How will drop-off sites be established and
maintained?

Authorized collectors will operate secure repositories at
drop-off sites on a program operator’s behalf. Before
submitting a plan to DEQ, a program operator must
solicit and enter into agreements with all willing
potential authorized collectors to collect drugs for the
program.

Who can be an authorized collector?

ORS 459A.200 allows the following to be potential
authorized collectors: (a) a person that is DEQ-
registered and qualifies under federal law “to collect
and dispose of controlled substances, or qualifies under
federal law to have the person’s registration modified in
such a way that authorizes the person to collect and
dispose of controlled substances”; or (b) a law
enforcement agency.

Examples of potential authorized collectors include
pharmacies, police stations, narcotic treatment

programs, and hospitals or clinics with an on-
site pharmacy. DEQ encourages program
operators, in building their network of drop-off
sites, to consult the list of existing collection
sites at https://www.oregon.gov/deq/Hazards-
and-Cleanup/hw/Pages/Pharmaceuticals.aspx.

Will existing collection sites be
automatically rolled into a statewide
program?

No. An existing collection site may choose to
enter into an agreement with a program operator
to be an authorized collector. DEQ and the
Oregon Board of Pharmacy will share
responsibility in inspecting drop-off sites that
are part of a statewide drug take-back program.

Can an existing collection site continue
to operate outside a statewide program?
Yes. The Drug Take-Back Law does not create
any new requirement for, or new DEQ authority
over, existing collection sites that remain
outside a DEQ-approved statewide program.
Such sites may continue to operate
independently, in compliance with applicable
state and federal laws.

Can a collection site outside the
statewide program be counted towards
a program’s network in its program
plan?

No. An existing site and a program operator
must enter into an agreement whereby the
existing site agrees to be an authorized collector
for the program in order to be counted as part of
the program’s network.

Can tribal pharmacies and tribal law
enforcement agencies be authorized
collectors?

Yes. If a program operator enters into an
agreement with a tribal pharmacy that registers
with the Oregon Board of Pharmacy or a tribal
law enforcement agency to collect drugs, DEQ
will consider the pharmacy or law enforcement
agency as part of the program’s network of
authorized collectors.

For more information

Additional information on the Drug Take-Back
Program can be found at
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/Hazards-and-
Cleanup/hw/Pages/drugtakeback.aspx.

Alternative formats

DEQ can provide documents in an alternate
format or in a language other than English upon
request. Call DEQ at 800-452-4011 or email
deqinfo(@deq.state.or.us.
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