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Asking a question or providing input 
 You should see the following along the bottom of your screen 

 To speak: Raise your hand and the host will un-mute you 

 Press *9 to raise your hand if you’re on the phone 

 To ask a question: Either raise your hand or type it into the Q&A 

 Use chat to discuss with others or if you’re having technical difficulties 



Agenda 
1. Introductions 
2. Site background and history 
3. Prospective Purchaser Agreement (PPA) program and process 
4. Outreach 
5. Proposed PPA details 
6. Portland Botanical Gardens’ presentation 
7. Questions and answers 
8. Formal verbal comments 
9. Wrap up and next steps 



DEQ staff introductions 

Annie Rohlf 

Kevin Parrett 

Sarah Miller 

Katie Daugherty 

Lorenzo Danielson 

Michael Loch 



Background 

Sarah Miller   |   Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 



Facility Layout Circa 1973 

Willamette River 

N 

Primary Release Areas 

Wood treating: 1944 – 1991 



Cleanup actions: 1991 – 2005 



Ready for reuse: 

2005 and Counting 



Prospective Purchaser 
Agreement Program 

Lorenzo Danielson   |   Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 



Prospective Purchaser Agreement Program 

Liability 
Protection 

Substantial 
Public Benefit 

In exchange for 

ORS 465.327(1): In order to facilitate cleanup and reuse of contaminated 
property, the Department of Environmental Quality may… provide a party with 
a release of liability…” (emphasis added) 



PPA process 
1. Initial meeting with PPA applicant 
2. DEQ due diligence (ongoing process) 

a) Draft PPA scope of work 
3. Tribal engagement 
4. Community engagement 
5. Synthesize Tribal and community input 
6. Negotiate terms of PPA with applicant 
7. If DEQ is able to negotiate a PPA, go out for formal 

comment 
a) Consider and respond to comments received 

8. If comments have not altered DEQ's analysis of the project, 
finalize and issue PPA 



Why are we here? 
• More than $70M spent by DEQ and EPA on environmental cleanup 
• A Prospective Purchaser Agreement is required by DEQ 
• Reuse must produce “Substantial Public Benefit” 
• Portland Botanical Gardens applied for a Prospective Purchaser Agreement to develop botanical gardens and a 

public waterfront greenspace with a new greenway trail segment, native plant gardens, and a gathering area 
• DEQ is seeking input from Tribes and communities 



Community and Tribal 
Engagement 

Michael Loch and Annie Rohlf |   Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 



Community outreach 
1. Initiated outreach after receiving the PPA application 
2. First community information meeting in February 
3. Community survey 
4. Second community information meeting in May 
5. Periodic updates to community groups and individuals 
6. Formal comment period to accept written and verbal 

comments, including three virtual public meetings 
7. DEQ will share its decision and response to comments 

Michael Loch   |   Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 



Tribal outreach 

1. Initiated outreach 
2. Webinar #1 
3. Webinar #2 
4. Follow up with individual 

Tribes 
5. Additional Webinars 

Confederated Tribes and Bands of Yakama 
Nation 
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 

Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 

Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians 

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation 
Nez Perce Tribe 

Annie Rohlf   |   Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 



Proposed 
Prospective Purchaser 

Agreement 

Lorenzo Danielson   |   Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 



Pre-acquisition PPA requirements 

Financial Ability 
Within one year of the effective date of the PPA, Portland 
Botanical Gardens must demonstrate it is financially able 
to complete the development by providing documentation 
of $3 million in corporate funds, third-party guarantor/s, 
loans, or a combination of such or similar funding sources. 



Key PPA requirements 
• Build and maintain a botanical garden 
• Build and maintain Willamette River Greenway Trail 
• Build and maintain a 10-acre greenspace available to the public at 

no charge 
• Maintain six-acre riparian forest 
• Develop and implement a Tribal Engagement Plan 
• Develop and implement a Community Engagement Plan 
• Payment to DEQ of half of the property fair market value equaling 

$1.195 million 
– It is anticipated that EPA will negotiate a separate PPA with Portland 

Botanical Gardens 



Key PPA requirements 

• Adhere to site development/use restrictions to ensure cap 
remains protective 

• Monitor and maintain integrity of soil layer 
• Conduct quarterly monitoring and report annually to DEQ 
• Submit 30%, 60%, and 100% design plans for DEQ 

review and approval 



PBG responsibilities 

• Repair damage to remedy that may occur during 
construction or caused by PBG or its agents' negligence 

• Require contractors to maintain adequate insurance while 
conducting on-site work 



DEQ responsibilities 

• Maintain and repair damage to remedial infrastructure not 
due to the actions or negligence of PBG or its agents 

• Complete annual and “Five Year Review” reports 
submitted to EPA 

• Remove DEQ’s lien on the property after property 
transacts and $1.195 million payment is received 



Formal Comment 
Period 

Michael Loch   |   Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 



How to provide feedback 
• Verbal comments at this meeting or an upcoming one 
• Written comments 

– Email: sarah.miller@deq.oregon.gov 
– Mail: Sarah Miller, Oregon DEQ, 700 NE Multnomah St., Suite 

600, Portland, OR 97232 

DEQ is accepting comments until Jan. 30, 2026 at 5 p.m. 

mailto:sarah.miller@deq.oregon.gov


How feedback will be used 
1. DEQ is collecting verbal and written comments for formal 

consideration 
2. DEQ will consider all comments received when deciding 

whether to alter or issue the proposed PPA to Portland 
Botanical Gardens 

3. DEQ will respond to comments in writing 



Asking a question 
• Raise your hand to ask a question 

• Press *9 if you’re listening by phone 

• You can also type your question in the Q&A box 

• Use Chat if you’re experiencing technical difficulties 



Making a comment 
• Raise your hand to indicate you would like to comment 

• We’ll call folks in the order their hand was raised 

• Remember *9 if you’re listening by phone 

• State and spell your first and last name 

• Keep comments to the time limit so everyone has the opportunity to speak 

Comments will be recorded 



1 minute left 



15 seconds left 



Please wrap up 



Contact information: Michael Loch 
Public Affairs Specialist 
michael.loch@deq.oregon.gov 

Thank you! 

mailto:michael.loch@deq.oregon.gov


Title VI and alternative formats 

DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or marital status in the administration of its programs and activities. 

Visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page. 

Español |  한국어 | 繁體中文 |  Pусский |  Tiếng Việt العرب یة |
Contact: 800-452-4011  |  TTY: 711  | deqinfo@deq.state.or.us 

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
mailto:deqinfo@deq.state.or.us
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