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This letter is to inform you that DEQ has issued you a civil penalty of $14,031 for failing to comply with 
the requirements of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Storm water Discharge General 
Permit No.1200-A (the Permit) for your facility located at 6655 S.W. Hergert Road in Cornelius. 

In July 2019, you were discharging turbid water from your wheel wash, which increased the turbidity 
level in a roadside ditch by more than 4000 percent. Additionally, you failed to maintain a Stormwater 
Pollution Control Plan (SWPCP) that accurately reflects the current site conditions at your facility. 
Specifically, you have discontinued mining and are no longer sampling one discharge point as a result. 
Finally, during the 2018/2019 monitoring year, you failed to perform all of the monitoring required by 
the Permit and submit an accurate monitoring report. 

DEQ issued this penalty because the implementation of stormwater control measures and best 
management practices in the SWPCP reduce pollutant loads in stormwater discharges. Sediment and 
turbidity can block light from reaching submerged vegetation, reducing photosynthesis and dissolved 
oxygen. It also decreases water clarity, which can affect the ability of fish to see and eat, clog fish gills, 
reduce growth rates, decrease resistance to disease, and prevent egg and larval development. When 
sediment is deposited on the bottom of streams, it can smother the eggs of fish and aquatic insects, as 
well as suffocate newly hatched larvae. Therefore, it is critical that you maintain an updated SWPCP 
that reflects the current activities and stormwater controls in place at your facility. 

Included in Section IV of the attached Notice is an order requiring you to submit a revised SWPCP, 
which complies with the Permit and reflects current activity occurring and controls being utilized at you 
facility. DEQ appreciates your efforts to discontinue use of the wheel wash and the purchase of a 
vacuum sweeper to minimize sediment entering the roadside ditch and considered those efforts when 
determining the amount of civil penalty. 

If you wish to appeal this matter, DEQ must receive a request for a hearing within 20 calendar days from 
your receipt of this letter. The hearing request must be in writing. Send your request to DEQ Office of 
Compliance and Enforcement: 

Via mail - 700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97232 
Via email - DEQappeals@deq.state.or.us 
Via fax - 503-229-5100 
























