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Presentation Notes
Hello and welcome to Oregon Zero-Emission Fueling Grants 101. I am Graham Bates from Oregon DEQ’s Air Quality Planning and today we will go over the new Medium and Heavy Duty Zero Emission Fueling grant opportunities known as the Oregon Zero Emission Fueling Grants or OZEF Grants. We will open the call up for questions at the end of the presentation.



OZEF Grants
• Pilot program established by Oregon State Legislature in 

HB 5202 and HB 4139 (2022)
• One-time funding of $15 million
• Medium and heavy-duty zero-emission fueling projects
• Technical Assistance and Capital Improvement Grants
• Competitive Applications

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, what IS OZEF?�Well like all good program names it is an acronym for Oregon Zero-Emission Fueling. It is a pilot program established by the 2022 Oregon State Legislature in House Bill 5202 and House Bill 4139. The $15 million-dollar one time funding was given to the DEQ to support grants for Medium and Heavy Duty zero-emission fueling projects. Applicants have two separate opportunities to take advantage of these funds; the technical assistance grants and the capital improvement grants. Projects will be awarded based on a competitive application review. We will be accepting applications on a rolling monthly basis following the January 16th initial application deadline.



Medium and Heavy-Duty ZEV Fueling
• Projects for planning/installing 

infrastructure for the purpose of 
powering medium and heavy-
duty vehicles and equipment

• Medium and Heavy-Duty:
– Class 3-8 GVWR, Forklifts, Non-

road, and Equivalent equipment
• Fueling Types

– Electrification: Phase 2 Charging, 
DC Fast Charging

– Hydrogen Fuel Cell Technology

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As I mentioned in the last slide. The grants are for projects that are planning or are ready to install infrastructure for powering medium and heavy duty zero emission vehicles and equipment. This program is intended for transitioning to ZEV fueling for Medium and Heavy-Duty Equipment. Types of eligible equipment include zero emission vehicles in classes 3-8 based on their Gross Vehicle Weight Rating with a vehicle weight range of 10,001 lbs. and up. The grant is also open to projects serving non-road construction vehicles and equipment, warehouse vehicles like fork-lifts, and other similar use cases. If you are curious about program eligibility for your equipment or fleet, feel free to reach out to us. ��While it seems like most of ZEV discussions focus is on electrification and battery powered vehicles, we are accepting applications for other forms of fueling as well, including hydrogen fuel cell technology. 



OZEF Grant Options
• Technical Assistance Grant: Initial Planning, Consultations, 

Surveys, etc.
– Ideal for applicants who are just beginning to think about transitioning
– Grant covers 50% of eligible project expenses (100% for Certified Oregon 

Business Inclusivity and Diversity applicants)
• Capital Improvement Grant: Site Prep, Utility Improvement, 

Construction, and Installation of Charging or Fueling Equipment
– Ideal for applicants who are ready to begin construction on ZEV fueling 

infrastructure
– Grant covers 80% of eligible project expenses (100% for COBID 

applicants) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are two options when applying for an OZEF grant. The first option is the Technical Assistance Grant. Applicants should look to this option if they are in the very beginning stages of transitioning their fleet or planning to build a ZEV fueling location. This grant will help with initial site planning costs, consultation costs, surveys, and other planning efforts to get a site ready to become a zero-emission fueling location. Switching to Zero Emission Vehicles, particularly EVs at a fleet scale may require upgrades to the site’s electrical and physical infrastructure. It is important that initial planning efforts take this into consideration and applicants work closely with their utility to ensure that they have the capacity to fuel their fleets. These initial planning efforts are critical to project success and the we understand that fleet managers and owners will benefit from financial assistance during these early planning stages. The grant will cover up to 50% of eligible project expenses. Now, Certified Oregon Business Inclusivity and Diversity applicants will be able to request the grant funds to cover 100% of these efforts. The second option is the Capital Improvement Grant. Applicants should look to this option if they have already gone through their planning efforts and have received the go ahead from their utility provider to install fueling infrastructure on their site. Capital Improvement Grants will help awarded applicants with their site prep (laying blacktop/concrete for fueling site, reworking site for charger space, etc.), Utility Improvement (cabling upgrades, trenching, upgrades to customer side utility infrastructure), and the purchase and installation of fueling equipment (charging stations, cables, plugs, etc.). The capital improvement grants will cover up to 80% of eligible project expenses for awarded applicants. 100% for COBID applicants.Some of you may be wondering if you can apply for both at the same time. The short answer is no. The long answer is that these grants are suited for projects at different phases in their development. If an applicant is ready to receive Capital Improvement Grant funds, they have already gone through the process that would be funded by the Technical Assistance Grants. If an applicant is awarded for their Technical Assistance Grant application, they are not ready to apply for the Capital Improvement Grant. Successful Technical Assistance grantees are allowed to return to DEQ for Capital Improvement projects if funding is still available. 



Competitive Applications
• Applications will be evaluated, 

scored, and ranked based on:
– Application Completeness
– Project Design
– Project Status
– Public Air Quality Benefit
– Applicant Profile

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Once the applications are submitted, the OZEF review team will review each application. Applications that are successful will be complete and will have all relevant attachments and information. This means that the application should include all relevant site info.: planning documents, equipment estimates, proof of eligible costs, communication and approvals with relevant utility, communication and approval with any construction code compliance. We will also review your project design. Successful applicants will include a clear design for their project. Project design answers questions like “Who is fueling? Is this site just for your company or are you allowing external or public parties use the fueling facility? How many fueling sites are needed? What are the energy requirements for this design? How are the vehicles going to interact with the fueling station (timing, direction, etc.)? What traffic pattern issues emerge?” and other such questions. Understanding your design is critical to creating a competitive application.As for project status, we have noticed that not all ZEV transitions projects are at the same place in their planning and execution, some projects are ready for installation and others require extensive planning. We have designed our application process to reflect this with the separate offerings. Successful applicants will show that they understand the status of their project. Applications will be scored on the status of their funding and their funding and project requirements. Our grants are designed to be used in tandem with other financial incentives. We are ODEQ and as such one of our major goals is providing a Public Air Quality Benefit. One of the goals of this project is to reduce diesel emission pollution in critical areas. We also have some categories of applicants who advance critical goals for the program and agency. Applicant profiles will be reviewed to make sure that applicants are prioritized accordingly.  



Application Scoring and Preferences
• Incomplete Applications will be removed from evaluation

– Option to reapply during the rolling application period
• Projects that offer high value for the cost will be preferred
• Projects that increase ZEV fueling for public access will be 

preferred
• Projects located in vulnerable communities or near existing 

corridor projects will be preferred
• Projects submitted by COBID applicants will be preferred
• Projects submitted with higher match % will be preferred

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we mentioned, these applications are scored based on a list of criteria. Here are some of the key areas for preferential scoring. Obviously, the quickest way to get removed from scoring is to submit an incomplete application. Please make sure that you fill out the application and include all relevant documentation as attachments. Applications will also be scored on the value of the project. Applicants that are able to minimize the cost while maximizing the benefit will receive higher points on their evaluation.Applicants can also get a higher score based on who their fueling infrastructure serves. Is it just for the applicant and their fleet, or will the site be made available to other fleets or public use? For our program, public use does not mean that a public entity needs to use it or that it has to be open to everyone. For the purposes of this grant, public use simply means that the fueling equipment is made available for use by fleets and equipment other than those owned by the applicant. Some applicants will receive a higher score based on the location of their project's site. We will apply the location to our EJ screening tool to see if the project serves a local community that has been underserved or environmentally sensitive regions. We are also prioritizing sites connected to efforts to increase zev fueling along highway corridors. Applications by Certified Oregon Business Inclusivity and Diversity businesses have the ability to request up to 100% of eligible funding and will be prioritized in the scoring.



Location Based Application Preferences

• All sites must be in Oregon to be considered
• To check if site is located in a vulnerable community, 

please use the Oregon DEQ Vulnerable Populations and 
Diesel Emission Mitigation Grant Criterion

• Projects connected to transportation corridor projects like 
the West Coast Electric Highway (examples include within 
a mile of I-5, Hwy 101, and other Oregon EV Routes) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These funds are exclusively for projects for sites in Oregon. Within the state there are areas and populations which the DEQ recognizes as vulnerable to air pollution and its impacts. Projects with sites that reduce diesel emissions and promote zero emission fuels in these areas will be prioritized. You can find a map of these areas on our website (we really need to include an interactive version of this map somewhere)We are also prioritizing projects that are connected to efforts to build out the transportation corridor projects like the West Coast Electric Highway.



Application FAQs 
• Is there a limit to the $ amount 

an application can request?
– No, but competitive grants will 

score higher
• Are the grant funds divided 

between the two offerings?
– No, both grant offerings will pull 

from a single source of funding 
without allocations for each



Application FAQs Continued

• What does publicly accessible mean? Is it required?
– Is the site made available for use by equipment that is not 

owned by the granted party.
– It is not required

• What type of bids are required for the application?
– Evidence that supports the amount requested
– Estimates, project planning cost breakdowns, consultant rates, 

etc.



Submitting the Application
• Submit application and supplemental materials by

– Initial deadline: January 16, 2023
– Rolling application submittals

• Applications submitted after January 16, 2023
• Reviewed and awarded monthly
• Applications will be accepted, scored, and awarded until $15 million 

has been spent
• Submit Applications to dieselgrants@deq.oregon.gov with 

Oregon Zero Emission Fueling with “OZEF Application” in 
the title. 

mailto:dieselgrants@deq.oregon.gov


Awarding and Reimbursement
• 3-week review period

– Applications are reviewed, 
checked for completeness, 
scored, and compared

• Award announcements
– Selected applications will be 

notified of their awarding
– Awarding will be posted publicly

• Contracting

• Reimbursement



Thank You
• Questions?

• Contact:
– DieselGrants@deq.oregon.gov
– Graham.bates@deq.Oregon.gov

mailto:DieselGrants@deq.oregon.gov
mailto:Graham.bates@deq.Oregon.gov
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