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Handout 1 – Acronyms and Definitions 

Acronyms 
CH4 Methane 
CNG Compressed Natural Gas 
CO2 Carbon dioxide 
DEQ Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
EF Emission factor 
GHG Greenhouse gas 
GHGRP DEQ Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program 
HHV Higher heating value 
LDC Local distribution company 
LNG Liquefied Natural Gas 
MMBtu Million British thermal units. 
Mscf One thousand standard cubic feet. 
MT metric ton 
MTCO2e Metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
N2O Nitrous oxide 
NG Natural Gas 

 

Definitions 
Biogenic CO2 emissions Carbon dioxide emissions generated as the result of biomass 

or biomass-derived fuel combustion. 
Biomethane Biogas that has been processed to meet pipeline quality 

natural gas standards. Also called renewable natural gas. 
City gate The collection of metering and pressure regulation stations at 

which natural gas ownership is transferred to a local 
distribution company.  

Compressed natural gas Natural gas compressed to approximately 2,900 - 3,600 psi 
within high-pressure containers, but not liquefied 

Global warming potential The ratio of the time-integrated radiative forcing from the 
instantaneous release of one kilogram of a trace substance 
relative to that of one kilogram of carbon dioxide (the reference 
gas). The GWPs used for emissions calculation and reporting 



are specified in 40 C.F.R. part 98, subpart A, Table A–1-Global 
Warming Potentials. 

Higher heating value The high or gross heat content of the fuel with the heat of 
vaporization included. The water vapor is assumed to be in a 
liquid state. 

In-state producer The person who produces natural gas or who refines, treats, or 
otherwise processes biogas into biomethane in Oregon. 

Interstate pipeline A natural gas pipeline delivering natural gas across state 
boundaries for use in Oregon and that is subject to rate 
regulation by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC). 

Large natural gas end users Any end user receiving greater than or equal to 460,000 Mscf 
during the previous year. 

Liquefied natural gas Natural gas that has been liquefied by cooling it to roughly -
260 degrees Fahrenheit at atmospheric pressure. 

Local distribution company A legal entity that owns or operates distribution pipelines and 
that physically delivers natural gas to end users in the state. 
This includes public utility gas corporations and intrastate 
pipelines engaged in the retail sale, delivery, or both of natural 
gas. This excludes interstate pipelines. 

Metric ton A common international measurement for mass, equivalent to 
2204.6 pounds or 1.1 short tons. 

Natural gas marketer A person that arranges for the purchasing or selling of natural 
gas but that does not own physical assets in Oregon used in 
the supply of natural gas such as pipelines. 

Natural gas supplier Any person that imports, sells, or distributes natural gas to end 
users in Oregon. 

Related entity Any direct parent company, direct subsidiary, or company 
under common ownership or control. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Alternative formats 

DEQ can provide documents in an alternate format or in a language other than English upon 
request. Call DEQ at 800-452-4011 or email deqinfo@deq.state.or.us. 
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