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Community Climate Investments and Equity Advisory Committee  

What is the Climate Protection Program? 

The Climate Protection Program mandates reductions in greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuels used 
throughout Oregon. This includes emissions from fossil fuels used in transportation, residential, commercial, 
and industrial settings. Companies regulated by the program include natural gas utilities and suppliers of fuels 
like gasoline, diesel, and propane. Under the program, emissions from these fossil fuels will decline 50% by 
2035 and 90% by 2050. 

Why is the program needed? 

Programs that reduce greenhouse gas emissions are a key tool to help address the worsening effects of 
climate change. Burning fossil fuels to operate factories, heat homes and run cars emits gases into the 
atmosphere that warm the planet and change the global climate. Oregon is already experiencing the effects of 
climate change, including: 

• More frequent and intense wildfires 
• Sea level rise, which can cause coastal flooding, impacting homes, habitats, and infrastructure 
• Drought and more frequent heat waves 
• Reduced snowpack that supplies fresh water for rivers, streams, and reservoirs  

 

What are Community Climate Investments?  
Companies regulated by the Climate Protection Program use compliance instruments distributed by DEQ to 
comply. One compliance instrument allows a fuel supplier to emit one ton of greenhouse gas pollution. Fuel 
suppliers can also choose to use a limited number of Community Climate Investments credits to comply. 
Companies can earn these credits by contributing funds to DEQ approved entities. Those entities then use 
these funds to invest in projects that reduce anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions in Oregon’s 
communities.  

 
 

Examples of some potential emission reduction projects could include funding to enable: 
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• Public transit expansion with electric options 
• Electric heat pump and water heater installations 
• Home and building energy efficiency improvements 
• Truck fleet conversions to non-fossil fuels 

 
An important focus of the community climate investments program is the prioritization of environmental justice 
communities. Projects funded by these investments are prioritized to benefit these communities and to be 
located in and near these communities.  

Why focus on “Environmental Justice Communities”? 

      
 
DEQ designed the Climate Protection Program to both reduce emissions and support equity across Oregon. 
Many communities are overburdened by pollution, disproportionally impacted by climate change, have less 
access to cleaner, renewable fuel sources and have historically been underrepresented or marginalized in 
public programs. The program is designed to promote economic and health benefits and reduce burdens in 
these communities, which we call environmental justice communities.  
Prioritizing investments in environmental justice communities helps ensure all parts of Oregon enjoy the 
benefits of transitioning away from fossil fuels towards cleaner energy sources. Without this prioritization, these 
communities could fall further behind. This would worsen existing inequities, making it more difficult for these 
communities to transition away from increasingly costly fossil fuel infrastructure to cleaner, affordable, fuel 
sources.  

 
 
 

Environmental justice communities are communities of color, communities 
experiencing lower incomes, tribal communities, rural communities, coastal 

communities, communities with limited infrastructure and other communities 
traditionally underrepresented in public processes and adversely harmed by 

environmental and health hazards, including seniors, youth, and persons with 
disabilities. 



What role does the Equity Advisory Committee play? 

The Equity Advisory Committee is a key partner for the community-focused 
climate investments program. The committee will play an important role in 
determining what types of emission reduction projects are supported by these 
funds and where the projects are located.  

The committee will provide recommendations to DEQ on the approval of 
applications from non-profit organizations to become community climate 
investment entities. Once those entities have completed a written agreement 
with DEQ, and can accept any community climate investment funds, the 
committee will review the entities’ proposed workplans for the distribution of 
funds for projects in Oregon’s communities. The committee will also review and 
provide recommendations on other submittals, such as annual reports. 

DEQ will make final decisions on the approval of community climate investment entities, any workplans and 
other submittals, but those actions will be informed by the recommendations of the committee.  

Could someone like me or my organization participate? 
Yes! We don’t just need experts in climate science; we need people from across Oregon to provide their 
thoughts on what types of clean energy, energy efficiency, and other greenhouse emission reduction projects 
are most useful and needed in their communities.  
Committee members can have lived experiences, expertise, or interest in environmental justice or equity, 
impacts of climate change of Oregon’s communities, air pollution and health impacts on Oregon’s 
communities, and/or greenhouse gas emissions reductions.  
As the program prioritizes investments in environmental justice communities, we most want to hear from 
people from, or with experience serving, BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color), tribal, rural, and other 
environmental justice communities in Oregon. 
There are no specific requirements or minimum qualifications to contribute as a member of the committee. 
However, you (or you organization) must be committed to: 

• Addressing climate change and its impacts
• Improving access to cleaner, renewable fuels in Oregon
• Reducing pollution and improving health for all communities
• Uplifting traditionally underrepresented communities

Committee members may include, for example, representatives from community-based organizations or 
associations, tribes or tribal associations, environmental justice advocates, committed individuals, 
environmental advocates, academic researchers, or those who work in climate and energy fields. 

How will the Equity Advisory Committee be organized? How will DEQ select 
potential members?  

DEQ will prioritize convening a committee that represents multiple regions across Oregon, while supporting 
environmental justice communities. The total size of the committee isn’t yet defined and will be based on 
several factors, such as diverse representation, but DEQ anticipates approximately seven to 12 members. 

An initial task for the committee will be to self-organize its decision-making processes to ensure that everyone 
agrees with the processes that will be used to evaluate and document committee actions and 
recommendations. DEQ anticipates a process that fosters collaborative decision making where all viewpoints 
are honored, respected, and have appropriate time for consideration. 



Relevant state policies and disclosure processes will be discussed with potential committee members during 
the selection process and at initial meetings. 

I’m interested in participating. What about time commitment and resources? 

DEQ is planning for remote meetings, using online meeting platforms like Zoom and toll-free telephone access 
to allow participation from people who may not have easy internet access, to reduce time commitments and 
travel requirements, and to more feasibly allow for participation from members of communities across Oregon. 
DEQ will also endeavor to find times that work for committee members, whether during the day or in the 
evening. The committee may also decide to use subcommittees to provide greater flexibility for individual 
members. DEQ intends to discuss appointment terms with members prior to their appointments, with an initial 
request of a one-year commitment term. DEQ plans to provide compensation to those committee members 
who may need it to support their participation and engagement.  

I don’t want to be on the Equity Advisory Committee, but how do I keep up to 
date on committee activities? 

DEQ will provide regular updates to the public on the committee’s activities.  Meetings will be open to the 
public, meaning any person interested in the meeting may attend. During the meetings, discussion will 
generally be limited to DEQ, the committee and invited guests.  DEQ and the committee may also decide to 
include opportunities for questions and comments from the public at some meetings. Committee meeting 
materials will be available online prior to each meeting to the extent possible so that anyone interested can 
review. In some cases, proprietary business, financial or personally identifying information may be redacted 
from these public materials in compliance with state law and DEQ policies. These redactions will be noted on 
the public materials. 

Equity Advisory Committee (EAC) Initial Timeline 



I’m ready. How do I sign up? 
Please let us know if you interested in joining the Equity Advisory Committee by responding to the brief 
questions in the Equity Advisory Committee statement of interest available on our Community Climate 
Investments page. We are requesting emailed responses to cpp.info@deq.oregon.gov by July 8, 2022. 

More information 
Please visit the Climate Protection Program website or contact us with questions! We can be reached at 
cpp.info@deq.oregon.gov or by phone at 503-869-2119. 

Notice of nondiscrimination 
DEQ does not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for 
prior civil rights activity in any program or activity and DEQ complies with all provisions of federal and state law 
regarding protected class status for individuals. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact DEQ. Individuals who are deaf, hard of 
hearing or have speech disabilities may contact DEQ through 711, the Telephone Relay Service. Additionally, 
program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

Alternative formats 
DEQ can provide this document in a language other than English upon request. Contact DEQ at 800-452-4011 
or by email deqinfo@deq.oregon.gov.  
Solicite información en español por correo electrónico o por teléfono 800-452-4011, deqinfo@deq.oregon.gov. 

通过发邮件或打电话的方式获取普通话版的信息。800-452-4011, deqinfo@deq.oregon.gov. 

透過發郵件或打電話的方式獲取普通話版的資訊。800-452-4011, deqinfo@deq.oregon.gov. 

Yêu cầu thông tin bằng tiếng Việt qua email hoặc điện thoại 800-452-4011, deqinfo@deq.oregon.gov. 
Запросить информацию на русском языке по электронной почте или по телефону 800-452-4011, 
deqinfo@deq.oregon.gov. 
Ku codso macluumaadka Soomaali iimayl ama tilifoon ahaan 800-452-4011 deqinfo@deq.oregon.gov. 

deqinfo@deq.oregon.gov 4011-452-800, اإللكتروني أو الھاتف.طلب  معلومات  باللغة العربیة  عن طریق البرید 
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