
 

   

   

  
   
     

    
   

         

   

          
            

   

            
            

             
            
              

  

   

             

            
           

               
          
            

 
           

           
         
           

           
          

  

May 19, 2025 

Via E-mail (michael.lee@deq.oregon.gov) 

Michael Lee 

Product Stewardship Specialist 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 

700 NE Multnomah Street 
Portland, Oregon 97232 

Subject: Request for Additional Services Variance per ORS 459A.218(3) 

Dear Mr. Lee, 

The Drug Takeback Solutions Foundation (“Foundation”) respectfully requests a four-year 
variance regarding additional services for four population centers in Oregon, as outlined 

in ORS 459A.218(3). 

Based on our most recent population estimates and distribution analyses, we have 

identified four population centers (Dunes City, Johnson City, King City, and Maywood 

Park) that are in close proximity to existing Drop-Off Sites in neighboring population 

centers. We believe that the Drop-Off Sites in these neighboring centers adequately 

provide Convenient Service to the residents of Dunes City, Johnson City, King City, and 

Maywood Park. 

Justification for Variance: 

We believe a four-year variance is appropriate and justifiable for the following reasons: 

1. Proximity to Existing Services: The existing Drop-Off Sites in the neighboring 

population centers are geographically close and easily accessible to residents of 
Dunes City, Johnson City, King City, and Maywood Park as shown in 6. Data and 

Support for OAR 340-098-0350 Approval Criteria section below. This proximity 

ensures convenient access to drug take-back services, meeting the intent of ORS 

459A.209(2)(i). 
2. Population Center Analysis: Our annual Population Center Analysis, using data 

provided by PSU’s Population Research Center, confirms that existing services are 

effectively serving these four population centers. This analysis considers 

population density, distribution, and travel times to the nearest Drop-Off Sites. 
3. Convenience Review: Our annual Convenience Review indicates that based on 

current drop-off site locations, population data, and expected population growth, 
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the existing Drop-Off Sites, as evidenced in 6. Data and Support for OAR 

340-098-0350 Approval Criteria section below, adequately provide convenient 
service. 

4. Efficiency of Resources: Granting this variance allows the Foundation to efficiently 

allocate resources and avoid unnecessary duplication of services. 
5. Potential for Future Requests: If the Population Center Analysis or Convenience 

Review in future years indicates that additional services are indeed necessary to 

provide Convenient Service in these four population centers, the Foundation will 
promptly submit a formal request for additional services per ORS 459A.218(3). 

6. Data and Support for OAR 340-098-0350 Approval Criteria: 
● Population density in the four population centers. 

i. Dunes City - 1,407 

ii. Johnson City - 543 

iii. King City - 4,968 

iv. Maywood Park - 801 
● Distance and travel times to existing neighboring Drop-Off Sites. 

i. Dunes City - 6.7 miles to the nearest Kiosk 

ii. Johnson City - 1.3 miles to the nearest Kiosk 

iii. King City - 1 mile to the nearest Kiosk 

iv. Maywood Park - 1.9 miles to the nearest Kiosk 

● Usage data from the neighboring Drop-Off Sites by residents of the four 
population centers. 

i. Dunes City - 579.55 lbs 

ii. Johnson City - 1171.4 lbs 

iii. King City - 1,110 lbs 

iv. Maywood Park - 742.8 lbs 

Thus, granting this four-year variance ensures convenient and equitable access to the 

citizens of each of these counties while ensuring efficient and effective service delivery, 
all compliant with the requirements of ORS 459A.218(3). We are committed to monitoring 

the situation and will promptly address any identified gaps in service. 

Thank you for considering our request. We look forward to your positive response. 

Sincerely, 

Wanda Voigt, M.Jur, R.N., B.S.N. 
Interim President 
Drug Takeback Solutions Foundation 



 

 
  

    
        

 

cc: 
Cheryl Grabham 

Materials Management Program Manager 
Solid Waste & Material Recovery Team, Oregon DEQ 


