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Columbia Northwest Recycling, Inc. doing business as 
Construction Materials Recycling 
Thomas K. Wolf, Registered Agent 
5200 S.W. Meadows Road, Suite 150 
Lake Oswego OR 97035 

Re: Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order 
Case No. LQ/SW-NWR-2020-016 

Department of Environmental Quality 
Office of Compliance and Enforcement 

700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600 

Portland, OR 97232-4100 

(503) 229-5696

FAX (503) 229-5100 

TTY 711 

DEQ is committed to balancing its vital obligation to enforce the law and protect the environment 

with a consideration of the dramatic disruptions to public health and the economy caused by the 

COVID-19 outbreak. We understand the outbreak may impact your ability to timely appeal, pay the 

assessed civil penalty, or comply with this order. You may submit to DEQ documentation identifying 

whether COVID-19-related disruption affects your ability to comply with this order. Visit our 

webpage https:l/www.oregon.gov/deg/Pages/covid-19.aspxfor more information about 

documenting specific COVID-19 disruptions your facility may be encountering and how that affects 

your ability to comply. DEQ will exercise reasonable discretion regarding settlement of this order. 

This letter is to inform you that DEQ has issued you a civil penalty of $611,403 for operating a solid 
waste disposal site without a permit at a property located at 6655 Hergert Road, in Cornelius (the 
Property). Since December 2018, you have stored approximately 10,000 tons of glass waste, which was 
contaminated with plastic and metal, and 3,000 tons of asphalt shingle waste at the Property. In 
addition, you have shredded the asphalt paving waste, ground the glass waste, and provided wastes to 
others for use as fill without approval from DEQ. Despite DEQ sending you letters in January and June 
of 2019 requesting that you properly dispose of the waste by December 31, 2019, you have continued to 
store and process the wastes at the Property. The continuing storage and processing of the waste without 
a permit is a violation of Oregon law. 

DEQ issued this penalty because the disposal of asphalt shingles and plastics can impact the 
environment by releasing chemicals including metals, polyaromatic hydrocarbons (P AHs) and bisphenol 
A (BPA) into soil and surface waters. Plastics, which are left on the land, create micro-plastics, which 
change both the chemical makeup and characteristics of soil. In addition, DEQ is concerned that you 
have not been able to demonstrate proper land use approval for the storage and processing of the waste 
at the Property. 

Included in Section IV of the attached Notice is an order requiring you to immediately cease accepting, 
grinding, and shredding the wastes. Additionally, you must submit a written plan to DEQ for approval 
detailing the proper disposal of all of the waste at the Property and submit documentation to DEQ upon 
implementation of the plan. $580,203 of the civil penalty represents the economic benefit you gained by 


















