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DEQ is committed to balancing its vital obligation to enforce the law and protect the environment 

with a consideration of the dramatic disruptions to public health and the economy caused by the 

COVID-19 outbreak. We understand the outbreak may impact your ability to timely appeal, pay the 

assessed civil penalty, or comply with this order. You may submit to DEQ documentation identifying 

whether COVID-19-related disruption affects your ability to comply with this order. Visit our 

webpage https:l/www.oregon.gov/deg/Pageslcovid-19.aspxfor more information about 

documenting specific COVID-19 disruptions your facility may be encountering and how that affects 

your ability to comply. DEQ will exercise reasonable discretion regarding settlement of this order. 

This letter is to inform you that the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has issued you 
a civil penalty of $13,480 for operating your hemp drying facility at 410 Industrial Way in Molalla, 
Oregon, without an Air Contaminant Discharge Permit (ACDP) from DEQ. 

DEQ issued this penalty because operating without an ACDP is a serious violation. Hemp drying 
emissions contain particulate matter, carbon monoxide, and nitrous oxide (NOx), which are criteria 
pollutants. High NOx levels are linked to increased asthma attacks or other respiratory illnesses and 
cardiovascular related effects. High carbon monoxide levels can cause headaches, increased risk of 
chest pain for persons with heart disease, and impaired reaction timing. DEQ regulates these emissions 
through the permitting process to ensure emissions remain below levels that may negatively impact 
public health and the environment. 

Included in Section IV of the enclosed Notice is an order requiring you to cease operation of the Facility 
dryer until obtaining an ACDP. $8,680 of the civil penalty represents the economic benefit you gained 
by failing to apply for an ACDP. If you apply for an ACDP, DEQ will consider recalculating the costs 
as delayed rather than avoided and will reduce the civil penalty accordingly. 

If you wish to appeal this matter, DEQ must receive a request for a hearing within 20 calendar days from 
your receipt of this letter. The hearing request must be in writing. Send your request to DEQ Office of 
Compliance and Enforcement: 


















