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DEQ is committed to balancing its vital obligation to enforce the law and protect the environment 

with a consideration of the dramatic disruptions to public health and the economy caused by the 

COVID-19 outbreak. We understand the outbreak may impact your ability to timely appeal, pay the 

assessed civil penalty, or comply with this order. You may submit to DEQ documentation identifying 

whether COVID-19-related disruption affects your ability to comply with this order. Visit our 

webpage https:l/www.oregon.gov/deg/Pageslcovid-19.aspxfor more information about 

documenting specific CO VID-19 disruptions your facility may be encountering and how that affects 

your ability to comply. DEQ will exercise reasonable discretion regarding settlement of this order. 

This letter is to inform you that DEQ has issued you a $20,325 civil penalty for exceeding the federal 
grain loading particulate matter emission limit in your Air Contaminant Discharge Permit. The 
violation occurred during the April 30 and May 1, 2019, emission tests of your asphalt plant at 60831 
McAlister Road, La Grande, Oregon. In addition, the emission tests showed your plant also exceeded 
the state grain loading total particulate matter emission limit. 

DEQ issued this penalty because these emissions limits are set to ensure that air contaminant sources 
maintain optimum efficiency of pollution controls to protect air quality and to ensure that national air 
quality health standards are met. Particulate matter, when emitted in excess, can contribute to 
respiratory distress in members of the public. Once inhaled, particulate matter can affect the heart and 
lungs, causing serious health problems such as decreased lung function, irregular heartbeat and chronic 
bronchitis. 

Included in Section IV of the attached Notice is an order requiring you to demonstrate compliance 
with the grain loading permit limit, via emission testing, by September 30, 2020, and to submit the 
emission test results to DEQ within 45 days of conducting the test. The order also requires you to 
submit a corrective action plan within 30 days of submitting the test results if the results show that the 
asphalt plant fails to demonstrate compliance with the permit limit. 

If you wish to appeal this matter, DEQ must receive a request for a hearing within 20 calendar days 
from your receipt of this letter. The hearing request must be in writing. Send your request to DEQ 
Office of Compliance and Enforcement: 


















