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This letter is to inform you that the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has issued 
you a civil penalty of $3,900 for violating the effluent limits in your wastewater permit for the Space 
Age Travel Center at 77522 Highway 207 in Hermiston, Oregon. Specifically, you violated the 
permit's Nitrate-Nitrogen and Total Nitrogen limits for your onsite sewage treatment system on twenty 
two occasions between June 2015 and the date of this Notice. The Notice also cites you, without 
penalty, for other violatioris of your wastewater pe1mit including failing to report effluent limit 
exceedances to DEQ within five days of receiving laboratory results, failing to monitor the influent or 
effluent from your wastewater treatment system in the first quarter of 2015, failing to timely submit 
Discharge Monitoring Repo1is (DMR) to DEQ, and failing to include all of the required information in 
those DMRs. 

DEQ issued this penalty because discharging more nitrogen than allowed by your permit poses a 
significant risk of harm to human health and the environment. Your Hermiston facility is located 
within the Lower Umatilla Basin Groundwater Management Area, which is designated due to high, 
area-wide concentrations of Nitrate-Nitrogen in the groundwater that is present as a result of suspected 
non-point source activities. Groundwater with high nitrogen concentration is a human health concern 
when used as drinking water. Nitrogen contaminated groundwater that reaches surface waters can also 
cause algal blooms characterized by low dissolved oxygen, a condition that is harmful to aquatic life. 

Included in Section IV is an order requiring you to take the following corrective actions: 

• Within 30 days of the order becoming final by operation of law or on appeal, submit to DEQ for
approval a c01Tective action plan prepared by a maintenance provider certified pursuant to OAR
340-071-0650. To be approvable, the corrective action plan must: a) describe an investigation of
the cause(s) of the Nitrate-N and Total-N exceedances described in Section II, Paragraph 7 of the
Notice, b) describe any corrective actions already taken to address nitrogen levels in the effluent
for System 001, and c) propose additional corrective actions, including timelines, to reduce
Nitrate-N and Total-N concentrations to meet the effluent limits in the Permit; and






















