
regon 
K�te Brown, Governor 

June 14, 2018 

CERTIFIED MAIL: 7016 3010 0000 6028 6947 

Clear Estate 15 LLC 
P.O. Box 815 
Merlin, OR 97532 

Re: Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order 
Case No. WQ/SW-WR-2018-052 

Department of Environmental Quality 
Office of Compliance and Enforcement 

700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600 
Portland, OR 97232-4100 

(503) 229-5696
FAX (503) 229-5100 

This letter is to inform you that the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has issued you a civil 
penalty of $15,401 for placing wastes in a location where they are likely to enter waters of the state. Specifically, as 
the owner of the real property located at 501 Pinecrest Drive in Grants Pass (the Site), you are liable for failing to 
implement best management practices and stabilize bare areas of the Site that are prone to erosion and the discharge 
of sediment to waters of the state. 

DEQ issued this penalty because you failed to coJTect the offending conditions described in a Warning Letter with 
Opportunity to CoJTect which DEQ issued to you on December 12, 2017. DEQ observed the same conditions, 
unchanged, on March 14, 2017. Moreover, sediment is considered a waste that poses a risk of harm to beneficial 
uses of waters of the state, including the use of those waters as aquatic habitat for fish and other organisms. The 
discharge of sediment can degrade water quality and may hmm aquatic life by covering up food sources, abrading 
fish gills, and smothering fish eggs and invertebrate organisms living in the river. 

Included in Section IV of the attached Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order is an order requiring you to 
immediately implement erosion and sediment controls to prevent sediment discharges to the seasonal h·ibutary of 
Lathrop creek and submit written documentation demonsh·ating implementation of those measures to Bill Meyers of 
DEQ within 20 days of this order becoming final. 

$8,201 of the civil penalty represents the economic benefit you gained by failing to implement best management 
practices at the Site to conh·ol erosion and sediment. If you complete these requirements, DEQ will consider 
recalculating the costs as delayed rather than avoided and will reduce the civil penalty accordingly. 

If you wish to appeal this matter, DEQ must receive a request for a hearing within 20 calendar days from your 
receipt of this letter. The hearing request must be in writing. Send your request to DEQ Office of Compliance and 
Enforcement: 

Via mail - 700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97232 
Via email - DEQappeals@deq.state.or.us 
Via fax-503-229-5100 

Once DEQ receives your request, we will arrange to meet with you to discuss this matter. If DEQ does not receive a 
timely written hearing request, the penalty will become due. Alternatively, you can pay the penalty by sending a 
check or money order to the above address. 

The attached Notice further details DEQ's reasons for issuing the penalty and provides further insh·uctions for 
appealing the penalty. Please review and refer to it when discussing this case with DEQ. 



DEQ may allow you to resolve part of your penalty through the completion ofa Supplemental Environmental 
Project (SEP). SEPs are environmental improvement projects that you sponsor instead of paying a penalty. Further 
information is available by calling the number below or at http://www.oregon.gov/deq/Regulations/Pages/SEP.aspx. 

DEQ's rules are available at http://www.oregon.gov/deq/Regulations/Pages/Statutes.aspx or by calling the number 
below. 

If you have any questions, please contact Courtney Brown at 503-229-6839 or toll free in Oregon at 800-452-4011, 
extension 6839 

Sincerely, 

Kieran O'Donnell, Manager 
Office of Compliance and Enforcement 

Enclosures 

cc: Bill Meyers, Medford 
Jay Franklin, 1718 Wetherbee, Grants Pass, OR 97527 














