
August 28, 2020 

CERTIFIED MAIL: 70171450 0000 8310 4593 

Chemical Waste Management of the Northwest, Inc. 
c/o CT Corporation System, Registered Agent 
780 Commercial St SE Ste 100 
Salem OR 97301 

Re: Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order 
Case No. LQ/HW-ER-2020-094 

Department of Environmental Quality 

Office of Compliance and Enforcement 

700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600 
Portland, OR 97232-4100 

(503) 229-5696
FAX (503) 229-5100 

TTY 711 

DEQ is committed to balancing its vital obligation to enforce the law and protect the environment 
with a consideration of the dramatic disruptions to public health and the economy caused by the 
COVID-19 outbreak. We understand the outbreak may impact your ability to timely appeal,pay the 
assessed civil penalty, or comply with this order. You may submit to DEQ documentation identijj•ing 
whether COVID-19-related disruption affects your ability to comply with this order. Visit our 
webpage https:11/www.oregon.gov/deq/Pages/covid-19.aspx for more information about documenting 
specific COVID-19 disruptions your facility may be encountering and how that affects your ability to 
comply. DEQ will exercise reasonable discretion regarding settlement of this order. 

This letter is to inform you that the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has issued you 
a civil penalty of $60,000 for illegally disposing of radioactive solid waste at the hazardous waste 
landfill you operate in Arlington, and for failing to comply with the condition of your hazardous waste 
disposal permit that requires radiation screening for hazardous waste. 

DEQ issued this penalty because radioactive waste is prohibited from disposal at the hazardous waste 
landfill, and you disposed of multiple shipments of radioactive waste in 2016-2019. DEQ is concerned 
that as the operator of a permitted and highly-regulated hazardous waste disposal facility, you repeatedly 
accepted this radioactive waste from fracking operations in North Dakota, with data indicating the 
concentration of radiation in the waste, and without the heightened level of scrutiny and screening of 
that data, or the applicable regulations, that this waste requires. 

DEQ appreciates your efforts to address the violations by implementing radiation screening for solid and 
hazardous waste bulk loads coming into the facility, and improving procedures for screening profiles for 
potentially radioactive waste. DEQ considered these efforts when determining the amount of civil 
penalty. Additionally, the enclosed Notice includes an Order to provide DEQ with a written statement of 
what procedures are currently in place, or planned for implementation, at the Facility, to ensure 
compliance with the DEQ requirements cited in this Notice and all requirements of the Permit and 
Waste Analysis Plan, including the May 7, 2020, letter from DEQ. 






















