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October 22, 2018
CERTIFIED MAIL: 7016 0750 0000 3470 2848
Fishhawk Fisheries, Inc.
Jeremy Rust, Registered Agent
842 Broadway
Seaside OR 97138
Re:

Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order
Case No. WQ/I-NWR-2018-099

This letter is to inform you that DEQ has issued you a civil penalty of $3,200 for violating the conditions
of your NPDES permit for your fish processing facility located in Astoria. The permit requires you to
submit a report to DEQ each month with the result of samples analyzed for the parameters set forth in
the permit. In May, June, September and October 2017, you incorrectly reported sample results. During
that same period of time, you exceeded multiple limitations set forth in your permit.
Wastewater generated during fish processing at your facility flows through floor drains. After leaving
the floor drains, the wastewater enters a collection box under the dock, where the wastewater flows
through a pump into a screen prior to discharge into the Columbia River. In May 2017, DEQ visited
your facility. During that visit, the collection box had deteriorated to the point that it could not hold
your wastewater, resulting in the wastewater being discharged directly into the Columbia River from the
collection box. Although the condition of the collection box is not a violation of your permit as you
were screening your process wastewater prior to it reaching the collection box, DEQ is concerned that
your staff was not adequately trained on the requirements of your permit to accurately answer DEQ's
questions. DEQ appreciates your efforts to repair the collection box and recommends that you develop
standard operating procedures and train your staff on those procedures.
Fulfilling the mandatory monitoring and reporting conditions of your permit are important obligations.
Without monitoring and reporting, DEQ and the citizens of Oregon are unable to determine if your
facility is complying with permit conditions that are intended to protect water quality. Therefore, the
DEQ considers failure to comply with reporting requirements to be among the most serious violations.
If you wish to appeal this matter, DEQ must receive a request for a hearing within 20 calendar days from
your receipt of this letter. The hearing request must be in writing. Send your request' to DEQ:
Via mail - 700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97232
Via email - DEQappeals@deq.state.or.us
Via fax - 503-229-5100
Once DEQ receives your request, we will arrange to meet with you to discuss this matter. If DEQ does
not receive a timely written hearing request, the penalty will become due. Alternatively, you can pay the

