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This letter is to inform you that the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has issued you 
a civil penalty of $18,000 for establishing a solid waste disposal site without a permit at your property 
on Russell Road in La Pine. The enclosed Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order (Notice) also 
cites you, without penalty, for causing an illegal bum of wood waste at your property from February 
through May of this year. 

DEQ issued this penalty because it is against the law to dispose of solid waste anywhere except at a 
permitted disposal facility, such as a landfill or transfer station. The waste you accepted and disposed of 
at your property ( such as vehicles, appliances, and tires) poses a threat to public health and the 
environment because it can leach contaminants that pollute ground and surface water, and create habitat 
for disease-carrying insects and rodents. Additionally, large piles of wood and other waste can catch fire 
and be difficult to control and extinguish, as happened with the wood waste that caught fire and burned 
for months at your property. These fires can cause health impacts especially for the young, elderly, and 
those with respiratory conditions, as well as contribute to the cumulative amount of pollution in the 
atmosphere. 

DEQ appreciates your efforts to promptly address the violation this spring by cleaning up the majority of 
the solid waste tires, appliances, vehicles, metals, and wood waste, putting up a gate and sign to prevent 
additional waste from accumulating, and reporting your progress to DEQ. DEQ considered these efforts 
when determining the amount of civil penalty. 

Included in Section IV of the Notice is an order requiring you to submit a plan to DEQ for completing 
the remaining cleanup, ancl implement an approved plan. 

If you wish to appeal this matter, DEQ must receive a request for a hearing within 20 calendar days from 
your receipt of this letter. The hearing request must be in writing. Send your request to DEQ Office of 
Compliance and Enforcement: 

Via mail - 700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97232 
Via email - DEQappeals@deq.state.or.us 
Via fax - 503-229-5100 
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Once DEQ receives your request, we will arrange to meet with you to discuss this matter. If DEQ does 
not receive a timely written hearing request, the penalty will become due. Alternatively, you can pay the 
penalty by sending a check or money order to the above address. 

The attachedNotice further details DEQ's reasons for'issuing the penalty and provides further 
instructions for appealing the penalty. Please review and refer to it when discussing this case with DEO. 

DEQ may allow you to resolve part of your penalty through the completion of a Supplemental 
Environmental Project (SEP). SEPs are environmental improvement projects that you sponsor instead of 
paying a penalty. Further information is available by calling the number below or at 
http://www.oregon.gov/deq/Regulations/Pages/SEP.aspx. 

DEQ's niles are available at http://www�oregon.gov/deq/Regulations/Pages/Statutes.aspx or by calling 
the number below. 

If you have any·,questions,;please contact Sarah.Wheeler at 503-229-6927 or toll free in Oregon at 800-
452-4011, extension 6927.

Sincerely, 

;t.-------� 
Kieran O'Donnell, Manager 
Office of Compliance and .Enforcement 

Enclosures 

cc: Eric Clanton, DEQ, The Dalles 
Frank Messina,.DEQ,Hend 
Accounting,;DEQ 
Michael Ray-Shields,,·po Box 154, La Pine, OR 97739 and LaPineEguipment@live.com 
Melissa Bethel�· City Manager/City of La Pine:, mbethel@lapineoregon.gov 
Mike·Supkis/La Pine Rural Fire.Protection District, 51550 Huntington Rd, La Pine, OR 97739 
Chris Tiboni,�Deschutes County Code.Enforcement, 117 NW Lafayette Ave, Bend, OR 97703 














