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This letter is to inform you that the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has issued you 
a civil penalty of $27,106 for discharging wastewater from outlets not authorized by your National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for your kraft pulp and paper mill at 1400 
Butler Bridge Road in Toledo, Oregon. Specifically, on September 13 and 14, 2018, you discharged 
approximately 1,260 gallons of treated wastewater through a storm drain to the Yaquina River. On 
October 15, 2018, you discharged treated wastewater from an off-site manhole to Little Beaver Creek at 
a rate of approximately 50 gallons per minute. 

DEQ issued this penalty because your NPDES Permit includes specific discharge points that are 
monitored and controlled to minimize impacts to water quality. Discharging wastewater from any other 
points is prohibited. During the September 2018 discharge, the five day biochemical oxygen demand 
(BODs) for your wastewater was high, exceeding the permitted limit on at least September 13, 2018. 
This means that the amount of oxygen consumed by organisms breaking down waste in your wastewater 
may have reduced the amount of dissolved oxygen available to aquatic organisms in the Yaquina River. 
In addition, your unauthorized discharge of wastewater to Little Beaver Creek on October 15, 2018 may 
have impacted water quality or aquatic organisms in the creek. 

DEQ appreciates your efforts to minimize the impacts of the unauthorized discharge violations by 
replacing vacuum breakers and flange bolts in your wastewater system, the failure of which caused the 
unauthorized discharges in September and October 2018. DEQ considered these efforts when 
determining the amount of civil penalty. 

The Notice· also cites you, with penalty, for failing to monitor for BODs from September 11, 2018 to 
September 14, 2018. Because you failed to follow Quality Assurance / Quality Control (QA/QC) 
procedures required under the Permit, your BODs data is unreliable. Specifically, you failed to adjust the 
BODs test dilutions to measure the higher BODs concentrations accurately. While DEQ knows that you 
exceeded the daily maximum BODs limit on September 13, 2018, we do not know by how much the 
limit was exceeded. In addition, you may have exceeded the daily maximum limit on September 11, 12 
and 14 and the monthly average limit for September. 






























