Department of Environmental Quality
Office of Compliance and Enforcement

Kate Brown, Governor

700 NE Mulh1omah Street, Suite 600
Portland, OR 97232
(503) 229-5696
FAX (503) 229-5787
TTY 711

December 10, 2018
CERTIFIED MAIL: 7016 0750 0000 3470 2794
Estate of Robert Jacob
clo Steven D. Gerttula, Attorney
416 Bond Street
Astoria, OR 97103
Re:

Amended Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order
Case No. WQ/SP-NWR-2018-252

This letter is to inform you that the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has issued
the Estate of Robert Jacob an amended civil penalty of $6,000 for causing pollution to the Columbia
River when it allowed a tank it owned to leak Bunker C oil into the river.
DEQ issued this penalty because discharging oil into waters of the state is a serious violation of
Oregon environmental law. The discharge of oil or petroleum products has negative environmental
impacts on aquatic life and ecosystems in the Columbia River. This discharge caused a five-mile long
sheen in the river, and the discharge likely continued for 12 days. This Notice and Exhibit have been
amended to give the Estate of Robert Jacob credit for its efforts to minimize the effects of the violation
by reporting the spill to the Oregon Emergency Response System as soon as the sheen was observed.
If you wish to appeal this matter, DEQ must receive a request for a contested case hearing within 20
calendar days from your receipt of this letter. The hearing request must be in writing. Send your
hearing request to DEQ Office of Compliance and Enforcement - Appeals:
Via mail - 700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite #600, Portland, Oregon 97232
Via fax - 503-229-5100
Via email - DE0appeals@deq.state.or.us
Once DEQ receives your request, we will arrange to meet with you to discuss this matter. If DEQ does
not receive a timely written hearing request, the penalty will become due. Alternatively, you can pay
the penalty by sending a check or money order to the above address.
The attached Notice further details DEQ's reasons for issuing the penalty and provides further
instructions for appealing the penalty. Please review it and refer to it when discussing this case with
DEO.
DEQ may allow you to resolve part of your penalty through the completion of a Supplemental
Environmental Project (SEP). SEPs are environmental improvement projects that you sponsor instead
of paying a penalty. Further information is available by calling the number below or at
http://www.oregon.gov/deg/Regulations/Pages/SEP.aspx.

