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Re: Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order 
Case No. WQ/SW-WR-2020-007 

DEQ is committed to balancing its vital obligation to enforce the law and protect the environment 

with a consideration of the dramatic disruptions to public health and the economy caused by the 

COVID-19 outbreak. We understand the outbreak may impact your ability to timely appeal, pay the 

assessed civil penalty, or comply with this order. You may submit to DEQ documentation identifying 

whether COVID-19-related disruption affects your ability to comply with this order. Visit our 

webpage https:llwww. oregon. govldeg/Pages/covid-19. aspx for more information about 

documenting specific COVID-19 disruptions your facility may be encountering and how that affects 

your ability to comply. DEQ will exercise reasonable discretion regarding settlement of this order. 

This letter is to inform you that DEQ has issued you a civil penalty of $22,522 for failing to apply for 
coverage under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Discharge General 
Permit Number 1200-C and for violating a state water quality standard at a property you own in Veneta. 

In August and September 2019 you allowed land clearing and grading activities at the property, 
including the expansion of an existing logging road and culvert. You did not apply for the required 
construction stormwater permit and the activity resulted in a significant amount of sediment being 
deposited into Wilson Creek. Wilson Creek is classified as a fish-bearing stream. 

The permit requires owners and operators of construction and land clearing activities to implement 
storm water control measures and monitor runoff to protect water quality and to minimize the amount of 
pollutants that could enter waters of the state. Of particular concern for construction and land clearing 
projects is the potential increase in total suspended solids which can block light from reaching 
submerged vegetation, reducing photosynthesis and dissolved oxygen. Suspended solids also decrease 
water clarity, which can affect the ability of fish to see and catch food, can also clog fish gills, reduce 
growth rates, decrease resistance to disease, and prevent egg and larval development. When suspended 
solids settle to the bottom of a water body, they can smother the eggs of fish and aquatic insects, as well 
as suffocate newly hatched insect larvae. 

Included in Section IV of the attached Notice is an order requiring you to submit an application for 
coverage under the 1200-C Permit within 30 days of the date of the Notice and to remove the sediment 
from Wilson Creek. You must maintain coverage under the Permit and implement the best management 
practices required under the Permit until permanent stormwater control measures are installed at the 
property. 
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