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The Society of the Plastics Industry (SPI), now the Plastics Industry Association (PLASTICS), developed
a voluntary resin identification coding system in 1988 at the urging of recyclers around the country. From
the outset the system was designed to facilitate visual sortation, with the use of the chasing arrows to
distinguish it from existing marks put on rigid plastic containers used by manufacturers in processing and
identification. The SPI resin identification code (RIC) was not, and never was intended, to be an indicator
of “recyclability”. The original standard required the code to be permanently affixed to any plastic
container to identify the resin from which the container is produced during the molding process. In 2008,
SPI transferred the management of the RIC to ASTM international. A revision of the code was then
adopted which included several changes, including updating the symbols themselves to use an
equilateral triangle.

Many states have passed legislation requiring the marking of plastic products. PLASTICS performed a
survey of state regulations for the labeling of plastic products to better understand the landscape of state
requirements and their conflicts. PLASTICS supports a national standard for the identification of plastic
products to ensure consistency and clarity.

Plastic product identification is or was required in 40 states. 36 states currently require at least some
plastic products have some form of identification of the primary resin type used (Fig 1.) 31 states require
this identification on only plastic bottles or rigid plastic packaging, with 15 states further narrowing the
scope of bottles or packages of a specific size. 29 states require a symbol which includes a chasing
arrow. A table of states with existing identification requirements is attached as Appendix A.

B states with plastic product identification regulations
Figure 1 States with Plastic Product Identification Regulations
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Appendix A. Plastic Product Idenfication Regulations by State

State Code s Required Limitations
Alaska Alaska Stat. § 46.06.095 Yes 2
Arizona Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 49-835 Yes 2
Arkansas Ark. Code § 8-9-302 Yes 1
California Cali. PRC 18015 No 2
Colorado Colo. Rev. Stat. § 25-17-103 Yes 1
Delaware Del. Code tit. 7, § 60-6092 Yes 2
Florida Fla. Stat. § 403.708 Yes 2
Georgia Ga. Code Ann. § 12-8-34 Yes 1
Hawaii Haw. Rev. Stat. §342H-42 Yes 1
lllinois 415 1ll. Comp. Stat. § 15/10 Yes 3
Indiana Ind. Code § 13-20-19-2 Yes 3
lowa lowa Code § 455D.12 Yes 2
Kansas Kan. Stat. Ann. § 65-34-25 No 2
Kentucky Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 224.50-585 Yes 2
Louisiana La. Stat. Ann. § 30:2422 No
Maine Me. Stat. tit. 32, §1722 No
Maryland Md. Code, Environment, § 9-1710 Yes 2
Massachusetts Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 94 § 323A Yes 1
Michigan Mich. Comp. Laws § 324.16102 Yes
Minnesota Minn. Stat. 325E.044 No
Mississippi Miss. Code Ann. § 17-17-207 Yes 1
Missouri Mo. Rev. Stat. § 260.281 Yes 1
Nebraska Neb. Rev. Stat. § 69-2503 Yes 1
Nevada Nev. Rev. Stat. § 444.435-437 Yes 1
New Jersey N.J. Rev. Stat.§ 13:1E-99.41 Yes 1
North Carolina N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-309.10 Yes 2
Ohio Ohio Rev. Code § 3734.60 Yes 1
Oklahoma Okla. Stat. tit. 27A § 2-11-503 Yes 1
Rhode Island 23 R.l. Gen. Laws § 23-18.15-2 Yes 1
South Carolina S.C. Code Ann. §44-96-150 Yes 1
South Dakota S.D. Codified Laws §34A-6-68 Yes 1
Tennessee Tenn. Code Ann. § 68-101-109 Yes 2
Texas Tex. Health & Safety Code § 369.002 Yes 2
Virginia Va. Code § 10.1-1415.1. Yes 2
Washington Wash. Rev. Code § 70A 220-020 No 1
Wisconsin Wis. Stat. § 100.33 No

1. Applicable to plastic bottles and rigid plastic packaging

2. Applicable to plastic bottles between 16 fluid ounces and not more that 5 gallons and rigid plastic

packaging between 8 fluid ounces and 5 gallons.
3. Applicable to plastic bottles larger than 16 fluid ounces and rigid plastic packaging great than 8 fluid
ounces.
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http://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#46.06.095
http://az.elaws.us/ars/49-835
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/2020/title-8/chapter-9/subchapter-3/section-8-9-302/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=12.7.&title=&part=&chapter=2.&article=
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=9db0833e-246d-4891-ac57-fc9368284127&nodeid=AAZAAHAAQAABAAD&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAZ%2FAAZAAH%2FAAZAAHAAQ%2FAAZAAHAAQAAB%2FAAZAAHAAQAABAAD&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=25-17-103.+Labeling+and+coding&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A61P5-WW41-DYDC-J2VN-00008-00&ecomp=L38_9kk&prid=b62071d3-75a1-4f79-ade4-a8f22dc6a673
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title7/c060/sc07/index.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0400-0499/0403/Sections/0403.708.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2010/title-12/chapter-8/article-2/part-1/12-8-34
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol06_Ch0321-0344/HRS0342H/HRS_0342H-0042.htm
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1587&ChapterID=36
http://184.175.130.101/legislative/laws/2020/ic/titles/013/#13-20-19-1
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2021/455D.12.pdf
http://kslegislature.org/li_2020/b2019_20/statute/065_000_0000_chapter/065_034_0000_article/065_034_0025_section/065_034_0025_k/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=10470
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/law.aspx?d=87435
http://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/32/title32sec1722.html
https://govt.westlaw.com/mdc/Document/N6BFBC0F09CE011DB9BCF9DAC28345A2A?bhcp=1&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXV/Chapter94/Section323A
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-324-16102
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/325E.044
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=312f98c9-c41d-4632-8649-7fd96ff3f4eb&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8P6B-7YY2-D6RV-H08R-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234190&pdteaserkey=sr6&pditab=allpods&ecomp=L5w_kkk&earg=sr6&prid=fffc9ec8-efdc-47b6-afc4-fbefb467cc81
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=260.281&bid=13923
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=69-2503
https://njlaw.rutgers.edu/cgi-bin/njstats/showsect.cgi?title=13&chapter=1E&section=99.41&actn=getsect
https://njlaw.rutgers.edu/cgi-bin/njstats/showsect.cgi?title=13&chapter=1E&section=99.41&actn=getsect
https://www.ncleg.gov/enactedlegislation/statutes/pdf/bysection/chapter_130a/gs_130a-309.10.pdf
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3734.60
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os27A.rtf
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE23/23-18.15/23-18.15-2.HTM
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/query.php?search=DOC&searchtext=plastic&category=CODEOFLAWS&conid=36766661&result_pos=0&keyval=17539&numrows=10#OCC7
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/2058446
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=1ba37452-fabf-44ae-af79-89adea9a7d4c&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X9B-PFK0-R03N-90VD-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234179&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=L5w_kkk&earg=sr0&prid=cb7bbc63-6d5f-4ec8-8fdd-e75557154533
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.369.htm
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title10.1/chapter14/section10.1-1415.1/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.220.020
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/100/33/2
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