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Recycling labels are a way for consumers to know if an item should or should not go into their recycling bin. 
This document provides a background for the Truth In Labeling Task Force.  
 
Can I Recycle This?  
The tables below are from the Can I Recycle This? report from the Consumer Information Programme of the 
One Planet network and UN Environment Progamme. The tables have been edited to remove the report’s net 
assessment, to encourage Task Force members to draw their own conclusions.  
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Holy Grail 2.0 intelligent sorting 
Holy Grail – a voluntary digital watermark initiative - is still in the early planning and testing phases. AIM-
European Brand Association and the Alliance to End Plastic Waste are piloting adding a digital watermark to 
their plastic packaging. These postage-stamp-sized watermarks cover a product’s surface, are invisible to the 
naked eye and can be scanned to share a range of information. MRFs can use high-resolution cameras to sort 
the packaging into different streams, such as food vs. non-food packaging. The label can be scanned by 
consumer cellphones and other scanners for consumer engagement or other information reasons. At present, 
the label is only used for sortation and has no consumer-facing benefit.  
 
Over 130 companies and organizations from across the value chain are participating in this pilot. Full members 
include P&G, Danone, Kellogg’s, General Mills, Nestle, Microsoft, Kraft Heinz, Pepsico and more. Other smart 
labels exist, but none have gained significant market acceptance within the recycling education space. The Holy 
Grail 2.0 concept is still in the trial and development stages. 
 
During the research for this document, DEQ staff found Holy Grail 2.0 to be the only recycling-focused smart 
label currently being tested, used or backed by industry at any scale.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Links 
• Can I Recycle This?   
• Holy Grail 2.0  
• Oregon Metro Research  
• Oregon Metro Focus Groups  

 

Alternate formats  
DEQ can provide documents in an alternate format or in a language other than English upon request. Call DEQ 
at 800-452-4011 or email deqinfo@deq.state.or.us  
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