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A Guide to Downloading Cyanotoxin Data from DEQ’s AWQMS 
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality provides public access to water quality monitoring data through the Ambient Water Quality 
Monitoring System, or AWQMS, which is also known formally as the “Water Quality (GSE WQ) System.” This document outlines the method for 
accessing cyanotoxin data collected as part of the Harmful Algal Blooms Monitoring Program. For wide-ranging guidance on using AWQMS, please 
visit DEQ’s Water Quality Monitoring Data web page or contact WQDataHelp for assistance. 

Under DEQ’s HABs Monitoring Program, the cyanotoxins monitored include anatoxin-a, cylindrospermopsin, microcystins and saxitoxin. Anatoxins 
and saxitoxins are strong neurotoxins produced by several cyanobacterial species, including mat-forming benthic species. Microcystins are cyclic 
polypeptide toxins frequently produced by freshwater cyanobacteria. They represent a range of hepatotoxic, carcinogenic, and endocrine-disrupting 
compounds, each with individual toxicities and physical properties. Cylindrospermopsins are a broad range of toxic alkaloids that are highly water 
soluble and undergo slow environmental degradation. 

The Oregon Health Authority is responsible for issuing recreational water quality advisories. Please refer to Oregon Health Authority Advisory 
Guidance for information on how OHA issues recreational advisories based on cyanotoxin data. 

In addition to cyanotoxins, DEQ collects other monitoring data that may be relevant to HABs and your specific interests, including chlorophyll-a, 
temperature, dissolved oxygen (DO), pH, conductivity, and nutrients. Please refer to the comprehensive guidance documents available on DEQ’s 
Water Quality Monitoring Data web page for instructions on downloading additional water quality data. 

Please follow the step-by-step instructions below to download cyanotoxin data for a specific water body. The guidance is organized with a brief 
description of each step on the left and a corresponding screenshot on the right. Please note: Due to limited resources, DEQ cannot monitor HABs 
at every water body of the state at this time. 

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/pages/wqdata.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/pages/wqdata.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/pages/wqdata.aspx
mailto:WQDataHelp@deq.state.or.us
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/RECREATION/HARMFULALGAEBLOOMS/Documents/Advisory%20Guidelines%20for%20Harmful%20Cyanobacteria%20Blooms%20in%20Recreational%20Waters.2024_Final.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/RECREATION/HARMFULALGAEBLOOMS/Documents/Advisory%20Guidelines%20for%20Harmful%20Cyanobacteria%20Blooms%20in%20Recreational%20Waters.2024_Final.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/pages/wqdata.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/pages/wqdata.aspx
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Go to DEQ’s Water Quality 
Monitoring Date web page 
and click Access AWQMS. 

 

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/pages/wqdata.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/pages/wqdata.aspx
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Sign in to AWQMS using 
ORPUBLIC for both the 
username and password. 
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The AWQMS Data Analysis 
page will appear.  
 
Click the Exports tab. 
 
Select the Standard 
(Abbreviated) table type. 
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Click Default Search 
Criteria. 

 



6 

Check the Select individual 
monitoring locations 
checkbox. 
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Click the Globe icon. 
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Use the map to zoom in on 
the water body of interest.  
 
You can zoom by using your 
mouse (scroll wheel or click-
and-drag) or by clicking the 
zoom tools shown in the red 
boxes on the map. 
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In this example, the map is 
zoomed in to Lake Billy 
Chinook.  
 
Click Select with Polygon. 
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Click on the map to draw a 
polygon around the water 
body of interest.  
 
Each click places a red point, 
and at least three point are 
required to close the 
polygon.  
 
Monitoring sites within the 
polygon will appear in a list 
on the right side of the 
window.  
 
Click Accept Locations to 
continue.  
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Click the Other Search 
Criteria tab. 
 
Specify the date range in the 
Dates section. 
 
In this example, the date 
range is 01-01-2024 to 12-
31-2025. 
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Click the Parameters tab. 
 
Use the Parameter Groups 
drop-down menu and select 
HABs Toxins from the list. 
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Check the Select individual 
parameters checkbox. 
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Click the boxes to select the 
four cyanotoxins. 
 
Click the Export Data tab. 

 

Please wait as the data 
exports. 
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The data is ready for 
download. 
  
Click the file name at the 
bottom of the page. A 
download prompt will appear, 
allowing the user to save the 
file. 

 
 

Thank you for using AWQMS to search for data. For additional instructions, please visit DEQ’s Water Quality Monitoring Date web page or email 
WQDataHelp for assistance. 

Non-discrimination statement 
DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital 
status in the administration of its programs and activities. For translations or alternate formats, visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice 
page. 

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/pages/wqdata.aspx
mailto:WQDataHelp@deq.state.or.us
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
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