
1

GRUEN David * DEQ

From: Hamalainen, Blake <Blake.Hamalainen@portofportland.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2026 2:49 PM
To: GRUEN David * DEQ
Cc: Blake  Hamalainen
Subject: Port of Portland Written Comment for Draft Columbia R. Temperature WQMP 5/13/26
Attachments: 100757-PERMTF-Packet-PORTOFPORT-2024801.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 Hi David, 
 
Please accept the following Port of Portland (Port) written comment on the draft Columbia River Temperature 
WQMP. The Port is incorrectly listed in this draft WQMP as a wastewater permit holder with a WLA to the Columbia 
River. The permit referenced in the table below was transferred from the Port to Renyolds Metals in 2024 (see 
attached Permit Transfer Letter). Can you please remove the Port from this table in the WQMP. 
  
Thank you,  
Blake 
 

 
Blake Hamalainen 
Env Manager, Land & Water | Port of Portland 
cell: 503-341-7836  
desk: 503-415-6566 
 
 

 You don't often get email from blake.hamalainen@portofportland.com. Learn why this is important   
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From: DEQ Online Subscriptions <ordeq@public.govdelivery.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2026 3:09 PM 
To: Hamalainen, Blake <Blake.Hamalainen@portofportland.com> 
Subject: Columbia R. Temperature WQMP: DEQ extends written comment period to May 15 
  
EXTERNAL EMAIL: 
  

Columbia R. Temperature WQMP: DEQ extends written 
comment period to May 15 

DEQ received and has granted a request to extend the May 1st, 2026 deadline to provide written 
comments on the pre-public draft of the Columbia River Temperature WQMP. 

DEQ is providing a 14-day extension.  

Written comments are due by May 15, 2026. 
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Comments received by this date will be reviewed and considered by DEQ. In Summer 2026, we 
plan to release a draft WQMP for a formal public comment period. DEQ will submit a final WQMP 
to the DEQ Director as a DEQ Order. 

Background: 

Oregon has identified the Columbia River as impaired for high water temperatures on the state's 
Integrated Report, which details the conditions of the state's waters. In 2020, the EPA developed a 
pollution budget, known as a Total Maximum Daily Load or TMDL, to identify the sources 
contributing to hot water temperatures and to determine the maximum amount of heat the 
Columbia River can receive and still meet applicable state and tribal water quality standards. 
Oregon and Washington are responsible for implementing the required reductions in excess heat.   

DEQ is in the early stage of developing its Water Quality Management Plan to address 
implementation of the TMDL as described in Oregon Administrative Rules 340-042-0040(4)(I). This 
plan will identify the entities responsible for reducing their contributions of excess heat to the river 
and will outline the strategy and schedule for achieving the required reductions specified in the 
TMDL.   

Visit:  

DEQ’s Columbia River TMDL web page for more background 

Contact 

David Gruen  
(he/his/him), 
Columbia River Coordinator, 
Ph: 503-719-2282  
David.Gruen@deq.oregon.gov 

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
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  Visit Oregon DEQ 
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